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PURPLE-WINGED GROUND-DOVE Claravis godefrida E/Ex4 
 
Probably a bamboo specialist, this unobtrusive ground-dove has become extremely rare in the forests of 
south-east Brazil, eastern Paraguay and northern Argentina, and has doubtless suffered from the 
fragmentation of its habitat and the increasing infrequency of bamboo flowerings.  Studies are needed to 
clarify its needs, if a population can ever be found. 
 
DISTRIBUTION  The Purple-winged Ground-dove is endemic to the Atlantic forest region of south-
eastern South America, extending from southern Bahia (no records this century) and eastern Minas Gerais 
south through Espírito Santo to Santa Catarina (no records this century) in Brazil into eastern Paraguay 
and Misiones, Argentina. 
 
Brazil  Records of this species suggest that its centre of distribution lay from eastern Minas Gerais south to 
São Paulo, but current localities are very few and unpredictable (see Ecology). 
 Bahia  The only records (though at a time when the species was well known to the local people) 
are from the rio Belmonte (now Jequitinhonha, and including Ilha Cachoeirinha) (whence a specimen in 
AMNH) and rio Mucuri in the south (Wied 1820-1821, 1833, Pinto 1949), apart from one specimen in 
BMNH (Salvadori 1893) and one in MNHG from unspecified localities. 
 Espírito Santo  The only records are from Santa Teresa in May 1956 (specimen in MNRJ) and the 
Augusto Ruschi (Nova Lombardia) Biological Reserve (in Santa Teresa), where a single bird was seen in 
winter 1986 (C. E. Carvalho in litt. 1987). 
 Minas Gerais  Records (north to south) are from Lagoa Santa, where four males were collected in 
August 1837 (Krabbe undated; also Reinhardt 1870, Pinto 1950a); Fazendinha, Serra do Caparaó, 1,350 m 
(i.e. adjacent to the present Caparaó National Park), August 1929 (specimen in AMNH); Viçosa, August 
1937 (specimen in MZUFV); and São Francisco, 22°36’S 45°18’W, 1,580 m, March 1901 (specimen in 
AMNH; coordinates from Paynter and Traylor 1991). 
 Rio de Janeiro  Older records are from Cantagalo (Cabanis 1874, von Ihering 1900a); Nova 
Friburgo (Burmeister, von Ihering 1900a); Luiz d'Almeida, November 1818 (von Pelzeln 1868-1871; see 
Remarks 1); and rio Macacu (Goeldi 1894).  All the twentieth-century records are from two main 
localities: Teresópolis (see Population), at Socavão, June 1926 (specimen in MNRJ), Fazenda Comari and 
Boa Fé, February and March 1943 (Davis 1945; also specimen in MZUSP), and Ingá, 1984 (J. B. 
Nacinovic verbally 1987), all adjacent to the present Serra dos Órgãos National Park, where a bird was 
seen at 1,400 m in December 1980 and others reported in recent years (Scott and Brooke 1985); and the 
Itatiaia National Park, 830 m, September 1953, 1,200 m, August 1950, June 1951 (Pinto 1954b), 1978 
(Sick and Teixeira 1979), November 1980 at c.1,250 m (TAP, R. S. Ridgely verbally 1987), August 1983 
(C. E. Carvalho in litt. 1987), and at 2,300 m in January 1989 (R. B. Pineschi verbally 1989; see Ecology). 
 A statement that the species was formerly also in Guanabara (now the municipality of Rio de Janeiro city) 
(Sick 1985) has not been traced to source. 
 São Paulo  Nineteenth-century records are from Piracicaba (von Ihering 1898), Mato Dentro and 
Ipanema (von Pelzeln 1868-1871); and Alto da Serra (near Ribeirão Pires: see Pinto 1945), August 1899 
(specimen in MZUSP; also Pinto 1964).  Other older records are: Victoria (now Botucatu; see Pinto 1945), 
570 m, May 1902 (two specimens in AMNH); Serra da Cantareira (north of São Paulo city, now a forest 
reserve; see Pinto 1945, CONSEMA 1985), October 1937 (specimen in MZUSP; also Pinto 1938, 1964); 
Vila Carrão, Fazenda Gavião (c.23°32’S 46°37’W in Paynter and Traylor 1991), c.12 km from São Paulo, 
October 1946 (male in FMNH); and BR2 (now BR116) highway near the divide with Paraná, beyond 
Registro, April 1959 (specimen in MZUSP).  The only recent records are of a pair seen at Boracéia 
Biological Station in February 1987 (D. F. Stotz in litt. 1991) and a single bird near Ubatuba in September 
1991 (TAP). 
 Paraná  Apart from secondhand information of its occurrence in the state in 1978 (Sick and 
Teixeira 1979), the only record seems to be the one from the Guaricana reserve (25°43’S 48°58’W), 500-
800 m, where one individual was reportedly seen by P. Scherer Neto in May 1981 (Straube 1990, whence 
also coordinates).  However, the records from Iguazú Falls in Argentina (see below) suggest the likelihood 
of the species's occurrence across the river in the Brazilian Iguaçu National Park. 
 Santa Catarina  The only record is from Blumenau (von Berlepsch 1873-1874, Pinto 1949, 1964). 
 
Paraguay  The species was recorded from the upper rio Paraná twice, at 26°53’S in July 1893 and at 
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25°43’S on an unstated date (Bertoni 1901). 
 
Argentina  Early in this century the species was doubtfully recorded from Misiones (see Navas and Bó 
1986), but a specimen was collected there, along arroyo Urugua-í in October 1957 (Navas and Bó 1986), a 
pair was seen near Wanda in December 1974 and another bird was mist-netted at Iguazu National Park in 
August 1977 (Olrog 1979, Chebez 1986c). 
 
POPULATION  From the evidence of most of the records above, based on the collection or observation 
of only single or a few individuals at any one time, it would appear that this ground-dove has always been 
a rare species throughout its range, and that it is now close to extinction.  Only Wied (1831-1833) seems to 
have established evidence of its reasonable abundance in Bahia, since he found local people who knew it 
well enough to have a name for it and where he himself recorded the basics of its habits (including the fact 
that outside the breeding season it could be found in small groups and flocks).  Goeldi (1894) reported 
having several times captured the species, which in certain periods seemed to be one of the commonest 
doves on the hot lowlands around the (Guanabara) bay in Rio de Janeiro.  Also from this state comes a 
secondhand report that the species used to be much commoner in the first decades of this century around 
Teresópolis, where flocks of 50 to 100 birds occurred in November and December during the flowering of 
some bamboo species, migrating away at winter's approach; it was claimed that numbers decreased 
progressively as the town grew and forests became rare, so that the last flocks were reduced to only ten 
individuals, and the species finally disappeared in the late 1940s (Sick 1972). 
 Indications of its occurrence in Teresópolis in the mid-1970s (Sick and Teixeira 1979) were 
interpreted as a reappearance of the species, possibly owing to the bamboo cycle (Sick 1985), but numbers 
involved in recent records, from Teresópolis and elsewhere, remain very low in all cases.  Assumption that 
such a decline has taken place throughout the species's range led to its inclusion and acceptance in lists of 
threatened birds (Sick 1972, King 1978-1979, Scott and Brooke 1985), despite suggestions that the species 
is probably locally common (e.g. D. W. Snow in Scott and Brooke 1985).  Although this and other forest 
ground-doves may be easily overlooked, as stated by Sick (1985), the great scarcity of records tends to 
indicate genuine rarity.  Even during several mass bamboo flowering episodes at Itatiaia during the 1980s 
the species could not be found (TAP).  W. H. Partridge collected only one in the many months and years 
that he and his co-workers were exploring the arroyo Urugua-í (Navas and Bó 1986).  In Iguazú National 
Park there have been reports in the early 1980s (M. Rumboll in litt. 1986), but there may be some 
confusion involved in such records, since none was seen (or known of by local report) on either side of the 
river (i.e. also in Iguaçu National Park, Brazil) during visits throughout the period 1977-1990 (TAP), and 
park guards and other visiting ornithologists appear not to have reported it for at least the past eight years 
(J. C. Chebez in litt. 1992). 
 
ECOLOGY  The Purple-winged Ground-dove has been recorded around bamboo in dense forest and 
forest border (Scott and Brooke 1985, Sick 1985, D. F. Stotz in litt. 1988, Straube 1990), or simply in 
forest edge and adjacent shrubbery (Wied 1831-1833), seemingly preferring hillier, more broken terrain 
(Chebez 1986c). 
 From the evidence of these records, bamboo seeds constitute its preferred food, as noticed long 
ago by local hunters in Rio de Janeiro (Goeldi 1894), and the infrequent and irregular availability of this 
resource seems to affect the local abundance of the species (King 1978-1979; see Population).  It has also 
been recorded feeding on small seeds on the ground and on papaya and other giant fruits (Wied 1831-
1833; hence evidently Burmeister 1856), and on sedge and grass seeds in the campo region of Itatiaia, 
which had burnt some months before; this after-fire bloom also attracted many Uniform Finches 
Haplospiza unicolor, otherwise a bamboo seed feeder, Grassland Yellow-finch Sicalis luteola and the rare 
(near-threatened) Blackish-blue Seedeater Amaurospiza moesta, another bamboo seedeater (R. B. Pineschi 
verbally 1989; see Remarks 2). 
 According to Wied (1831-1833), the species occurs in small flocks except during the breeding 
season, and its nest is placed in a thick, bushy tree.  The species arrived in flocks around Teresópolis in 
November and December to breed, during the fruiting of the bamboos Guadua angustifolia and Chusquea 
ramosissima and remained there until the autumn, i.e. presumably March (Chebez 1986c).  There are no 
other breeding data from the wild. 
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THREATS  This and two other bamboo specialists (Temminck's Seedeater Sporophila falcirostris and 
Buffy-throated Seedeater S. frontalis: see relevant accounts) seem to be in difficulties even with moderate 
deforestation, which extends the intervals between major bamboo crops (E. O. Willis in litt. 1986).  The 
remaining tracts of lowland and montane forest in south-east Brazil, although extensive enough for many 
forest species, might now be too fragmented for a specialized feeder such as this, which must be 
particularly wide-ranging (Scott and Brooke 1985).  Although the Purple-winged Ground-dove is now 
apparently uncommon or infrequent in the cagebird trade and in captivity, and seems always to have been 
so at least in Brazil (see Remarks 3), the taking of wild birds in any numbers would certainly represent a 
considerable and possibly unsustainable additional impact. 
 
MEASURES TAKEN  The species has been protected by Brazilian law since 1973 (LPG, Bernardes et 
al. 1990), but its occurrence in some parks and reserves along the Serra do Mar in Brazil and at Iguazú 
National Park in Argentina (probably also in Brazil) is only partially reassuring, since the numbers 
observed remain so small and the species's needs are so poorly understood. 
 
MEASURES PROPOSED  An appeal has been made for a complete ban on the capture of wild birds for 
the pet trade, as any partial controls would be so open to abuse as to be ineffective (Scott and Brooke 
1985).  Effective control in already created forest reserves, mainly during periods of bamboo flowering, 
would almost certainly enhance survival chances of this and other species, but the identification and 
protection of additional areas where the species occurs seem to be of equal importance.  A better 
understanding of its particular requirements, through further study (mist-netting could prove fruitful), is 
probably crucial to its long-term conservation; such work might best be started at the most predictable of 
its current sites, namely Itatiaia National Park in Brazil.  Studies could perhaps be combined in a 
programme on other Atlantic Forest bamboo specialist birds, notably the threatened seedeaters above plus 
White-bearded Antshrike Biatas nigropectus and Fork-tailed Pygmy-tyrant Hemitriccus furcatus (see 
Measures Proposed under the former). 
 
REMARKS  (1) This locality, called São Luís de Almeida by Pinto (1964), was untraced by Paynter and 
Traylor (1991), but must lie in the west of the state near Piraí.  (2) Recurrent fires on the high plateaus of 
Itatiaia seem to be most harmful to adjacent cloud-forest, which is invaded by weeds after burning, while 
field plants sprout again after some months and the vegetation usually resumes its original facies 
(R. B. Pineschi verbally 1989).  (3) This species used to be frequent in captivity (King 1978-1979), and 
Naether (1983) reported J. Delacour as saying that 40 years before several hundred were imported into 
France and other European countries.  Goeldi (1894) mentioned that it appeared commonly at times in Rio 
de Janeiro market but that it was rarely seen in captivity (possibly most birds were exported from the Rio 
market at those times). 
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