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YELLOW-BROWED TOUCANET Aulacorhynchus huallagae K12 
 
This cloud-forest toucan is confined to a very small area on the eastern slope of the Andes in north-central 
Peru.  It does not appear to be immediately threatened, but its small range renders it vulnerable to habitat 
destruction. 
 
DISTRIBUTION  The Yellow-browed Toucanet (see Remarks 1) is only known from six specimens 
taken at three localities on the eastern slope of the Andes, in San Martín and south-eastern La Libertad 
departments, north-central Peru. 
 The localities (coordinates from Stephens and Traylor 1983) involved are: (San Martín) La Playa, 
near río “El Susto”, c.28 km north-east of Pataz in Río Abiseo National Park, where a bird was taken at 
2,510 m in August 1989 (E. G. Ortiz in litt. 1990); (La Libertad) 90 km further south, near the río Mishollo 
(a tributary on the west bank of the río Huallaga) at “Utcubamba” (8°13’S 77°08’W), where the type-
specimen (in ANSP) was taken in May 1932 (although it is labelled from 1,830 m, it was said to be one of 
a small band at about 2,135 m on the trail to Utcubamba, east of Tayabamba: Carriker 1933); and only a 
few kilometres away, at Cumpang (c.8°12’S 77°10’W), where four specimens (in LSUMZ) were taken at 
2,350-2,450 m in October 1979. 
 The species probably occurs further north and south, but apparently does not range south to the 
Carpish mountains in Huánuco (Schulenberg and Parker ms). 
 
POPULATION  The species is too little known for its status to be defined clearly.  Although Schulenberg 
and Parker (ms) reported almost daily sightings of pairs or small groups of 3-4 during October 
and November 1979, the species was given the status “uncommon” by Parker et al. (1982).  In Río Abiseo 
National Park no definite observations were made during 31 days of fieldwork between 30 June and 
1 August 1988, while in August 1989 only one bird was seen (and collected) there (Leo et al. 1988, E. G. 
Ortiz in litt. 1990). 
 
ECOLOGY  The Yellow-browed Toucanet inhabits the canopy of humid forest between 2,100-2,450 m 
(Carriker 1933, Parker et al. 1982, Schulenberg and Parker ms; see also Distribution).  The forest at 
Cumpang is lush, epiphyte-laden and dominated by 12-15 m tall trees of the genus Clusia (Schulenberg 
and Parker ms).  At La Playa the toucanet was seen in a very humid area on a steep slope with low trees 
(c.6 m high) and a dense undergrowth (E. G. Ortiz in litt. 1990).  The species's narrow elevational 
distribution may be related to the (fairly common) occurrence of the larger Grey-breasted Mountain-
toucan Andigena hypoglauca above 2,300 m, and perhaps also to the uncommon occurrence of the smaller 
Emerald Toucanet Aulacorhynchus prasinus below 2,100 m, but its restricted geographic range remains 
unexplained (Schulenberg and Parker ms). 
 The stomachs of three specimens (in LSUMZ) held fruit (including small green fruit and pulp), 
and white, 4 mm long seeds.  Pairs were twice observed feeding on medium-sized, purple melastome 
fruits, and one bird was seen probing a cluster of Clusia flowers, possibly in search of fruits (Schulenberg 
and Parker ms).  As in other toucans, arthropods and small vertebrates are probably also included in the 
diet (NK).  A male from early October had a brood-patch, while three others at this time had undeveloped 
gonads (LSUMZ label data). 
 
THREATS  Most of the current rapid deforestation of the Huallaga valley is occurring below 2,100 m, the 
lower limit of this toucan's range (Schulenberg and Parker ms). 
 
MEASURES TAKEN  A sizeable population probably occurs in the extensive (274,500 ha) and 
undisturbed cloud-forest within the recently established Río Abiseo National Park (Schulenberg and 
Parker ms, IUCN 1992). 
 
MEASURES PROPOSED  Surveys are urgently required to determine the precise nature of this species's 
status and distribution.  Such work should concentrate on assessing the population within the Río Abiseo 
National Park, currently the only protected area in this region.  Obviously, fieldwork in the park, and 
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indeed elsewhere, along with initiatives aimed at protecting further montane areas, should consider the 
requirements of the other sympatric threatened and endemic species (see Remarks 2). 
 
REMARKS  (1) The Yellow-browed Toucanet is closely related to the Crimson-rumped Toucanet 
Aulacorhynchus haematopygus of Colombia and Ecuador and to the Blue-banded Toucanet A. 
coeruleicinctis of central Peru and south-east Peru to Bolivia, and is intermediate between them in some 
respects (Bond 1954a, Schulenberg and Parker ms). 
 (2) Besides the Yellow-browed Toucanet, the Río Abiseo National Park, and presumably areas to 
the north and south, may hold other bird species (including some threatened) endemic to montane forest in 
the eastern Andes of northern Peru, such as: Long-whiskered Owlet Xenoglaux loweryi, Russet-mantled 
Softtail Thripophaga berlepschi, Cinnamon-breasted Tody-tyrant Hemitriccus cinnamomeipectus, Golden-
backed Mountain-tanager Buthraupis aureodorsalis (see relevant accounts), plus Rufous-browed 
Hemispingus Hemispingus rufosuperciliaris (see Remarks under Masked Mountain-tanager Buthraupis 
wetmorei), Speckle-chested Piculet Picumnus steindachneri, Pale-billed Antpitta Grallaria carrikeri, 
Ochre-fronted Antpitta Grallaricula ochraceifrons, Large-footed Tapaculo Scytalopus macropus, Bay-
vented Cotinga Doliornis sclateri and Pardusco Nephelornis oneilli; also a large number of more wide-
ranging, but rare or local species, e.g. Semicollared Hawk Accipiter collaris, Solitary Eagle 
Harpyhaliaetus solitarius, Black-and-chestnut Eagle Oroaetus isidori, Banded Snipe Gallinago imperialis, 
Andean Potoo Nyctibius maculosus (see Schulenberg et al. 1984), White-faced Nunbird Hapaloptila 
castanea, Yellow-vented Woodpecker Veniliornis dignus, Chestnut-crested Cotinga Ampelion rufaxilla, 
Scaled Fruiteater Ampelioides tschudii, Rufous-winged Tyrannulet Mecocerculus calopterus, Green-
throated Tanager Tangara argyrofenges and White-capped Tanager Sericossypha albocristata (Parker and 
Parker 1982, Schulenberg and Williams 1982, Parker et al. 1985, Isler and Isler 1987, Graves and Weske 
1987, Schulenberg and Parker ms, NK). 
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