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CHESTNUT-BELLIED HUMMINGBIRD Amazilia castaneiventris V9 
 
This poorly known hummingbird is endemic to lower montane areas in the Serranía de San Lucas and the 
western slope of the East Andes, Colombia, an area that is now extensively deforested: the bird has 
apparently gone unrecorded during recent decades. 
 
DISTRIBUTION  The Chestnut-bellied Hummingbird has been recorded on the western slope of the East 
Andes and the Serranía de San Lucas, in Bolívar, Santander and Bojacá departments, Colombia.  The few 
localities (with coordinates, unless otherwise stated, from Paynter and Traylor 1981) are as follows: 
 

 
 Bolívar  Norosí1 
(8°32’N 74°02’W; at c.120 m 
on the east slope of the 
Serranía de San Lucas), where 
a male (in USNM) was 
collected in March 1947 (also 
Hilty and Brown 1986); 
 Santander  Lebrija2 
(7°07’N 73°13’W; at 
c.1,085 m on the west slope of 
the northern East Andes), 
where a female (in DMNH) 
was collected in October 1963; 
and Portugal3 (6°45’N 
73°21’W, coordinates from 
LACM specimen labels), 

where two males (in LACM) were collected in May 1962, with four males and two females (in DMNH, 
LACM, WFVZ) in May 1963, all between 850 and 950 m; 
 Bojacá  Caseteja4, near Soatá (6°20’N 72°41’W; on the west slope of the northern East Andes, 
above the left bank of río Chicamocha), where a bird (in ICN) was taken in August 1949, with 10 (also in 
ICN) taken during December 1952 and January 1953, all between 1,600 and 2,045 m (also Meyer de 
Schauensee 1948-1952); and Tipacoque, Vereda Galbán (untraced), where a female (in ICN) was taken in 
August 1977. 
 
POPULATION  The Chestnut-bellied Hummingbird was apparently very common near Soatá during the 
early 1950s (J. I. Hernández Camacho verbally 1991), and the series of specimens taken there at this time 
and at Portugal in the early 1960s (see above) seems to confirm that it was at least locally common.  This 
bird appears to have gone unrecorded during the past 30 years although J. I. Hernández Camacho (verbally 
1991) suggests that there is no reason to believe it has declined. 
 
ECOLOGY  Specimens of Chestnut-bellied Hummingbird come from 850 to 2,045 m (see Distribution), 
although it may be that the specimen from around Norosí was collected lower than this (Norosí is at 
120 m: Paynter and Traylor 1981; see Remarks 1).  In this region, the forest between 850 and 2,045 m is 
best described as lower montane (foothill) humid forest (see Ecology under White-mantled Barbet Capito 
hypoleucus).  Birds from Soatá were taken in bushy canyons and at forest borders (LGN), and have 
commonly been found feeding together with Colibri sp. at the flowers of Salvia sp. (and other Labiatae) 
and Trichanthera gigantea (ICN label data): birds in this genus are characteristic of scrub and second-
growth habitats (F. G. Stiles in litt. 1992).  The breeding and plumage condition of specimens in ICN 
suggest a breeding season (in Bojacá) between August and December. 
 
THREATS  Deforestation has been progressively affecting the floodplain and foothills of the middle and 
lower Magdalena valley since the nineteenth century, accelerating over the last 30 years (Graves 1986).  
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However, if the species indeed prefers scrub and forest edge (see Ecology), the reason for it having gone 
unrecorded for so long may not be attributable to habitat loss, but rather to a lack of observer coverage. 
 
MEASURES TAKEN  None is known. 
 
MEASURES PROPOSED  It is essential that remnant lower montane forest areas in the Serranía de San 
Lucas, and on the west slope of the northern East Andes, are afforded some form of protection.  An 
assessment of status and distribution of these remnant forest patches must be a priority which can be 
combined with searches for and studies of the Chestnut-mantled Hummingbird, whose the current 
distribution and ecological requirements remain almost unknown, but require urgent attention.  Any 
conservation initiatives in this area should consider the requirements of all sympatric threatened species, 
which in the Serranía de San Lucas are: White-mantled Barbet, Recurve-billed Bushbird Clytoctantes alixii 
and possibly also Antioquia Bristle-tyrant Phylloscartes lanyoni, and on the western slope of the East 
Andes are listed in the equivalent section under Black Inca Coeligena prunellei. 
 
REMARKS  (1) Hilty and Brown (1986), based on the altitudes given in Paynter and Traylor (1981), 
suggested an altitudinal range of 150 to 2,045 m.  (2) J. I. Hernández-Camacho (verbally 1991) suggested 
that this species may be but a subspecies of Rufous-tailed Hummingbird Amazilia tzacatl, although both 
birds overlap in their ranges: further investigation is perhaps warranted to clarify this point. 
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