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■■■■■ SLOVENIA
SLAVKO POLAK

Lake Cerknica (IBA 008), situated on the largest polje (karst field) in Slovenia. (PHOTO: FRANCI NOVAK)

GENERAL INTRODUCTION

Despite its small extent, covering only 20,256 km2, Slovenia has a
relatively diverse landscape. It lies at the geographic centre of
Europe, where four biogeographic regions meet. The mountainous
Alpine region (covering 30% of the surface area of Slovenia) is
restricted to the north of the country, with a number of peaks
reaching 2,000 m altitude. To the south lie forests of the Dinaric
region (30%), which are managed according to nature-friendly
practices. The lowlands of eastern Slovenia belong to the sub-
Pannonian region (30%), where there are some intact riverine
forests. In the very south-west corner of Slovenia, the 46 km of

coast along the Adriatic Sea, backed by shrubland, belong to the
sub-Mediterranean region (10%).

This inventory lists 14 Important Bird Areas (IBAs) in Slovenia,
covering approximately 3,413 km2, about 17% of the land area
(Table 1, Map 1). This is an increase on the six sites that were
identified in the previous pan-European IBA inventory (Grimmett
and Jones 1989), following the splitting of one site (Severovzhodna
Slovenija, ‘site YU004’ in 1989) into three, and the identification
of six new sites, four of them due mainly to their importance for
Crex crex (Table 1).

The IBAs are well distributed across the regions and cover all
of the main and most important habitats.

Map 1. Location, area and
criteria category of Important
Bird Areas in Slovenia.
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ORNITHOLOGICAL IMPORTANCE

A total of 103 species of European conservation concern (SPECs)
breed regularly in Slovenia (Tucker and Heath 1994). Regarding
SPECs that are also of global conservation concern (SPEC1), Crex
crex is the only such species which breeds in sufficient numbers at
sites as to satisfy the A1 criterion (Table 2). The minimum total
population in Slovenia is estimated at 500 calling males, of which
the majority breed in IBAs, as follows: 200 pairs at Ljubljansko
moor (site 006), 80 pairs at Lake Cerknica (008), 20 pairs at Reka
valley (005), 20 pairs at Planina polje (007), 20 pairs at Ribnica
valley (010), and 19 pairs at Nanoščica river basin (002). Aythya
nyroca also breeds at some IBAs, such as River Drava (012) and
Lake Cerknica (008), but not in sufficient numbers to meet criteria.
The globally threatened Falco naumanni, which until recently used
to breed at Ljubljansko moor (006), is now extinct in Slovenia. The
near-threatened Haliaeetus albicilla also breeds in Kočevsko-Kolpa
(011) and probably sporadically in Lake Cerknica (008) and River
Drava (012).

Two wetlands, River Drava (012) and Sečovlje saltpans (004),
are particularly important for their congregations of waterbirds
(Table 3). Triglav National Park (001) holds more than 50% of the
national population of several species restricted to the Eurasian
high-montane biome (criterion A3), such as Prunella collaris,

Tichodroma muraria, Pyrrhocorax graculus and Montifringilla nivalis.
In total, 52 of the 103 SPECs in Slovenia have an unfavourable
conservation status in Europe, and the remaining 51 have a
favourable conservation status but are concentrated in Europe. Many
of these species are well represented in the larger Slovene IBAs.

Alcedo atthis meets the B2 criterion at three lowland IBAs (006,
012 and 013) with relatively intact riverbanks (Table 4). Alectoris
graeca and Monticola saxatilis meet the B2 criterion in alpine rocky
pastures in Triglav National Park (001) and in low karst at Karst
(003). Falco tinnunculus, Otus scops, Jynx torquilla, Picus canus,
Hirundo rustica, Saxicola torquata and Lanius collurio are all still
common in non-intensively managed agricultural land, grasslands,

Table 3.  Important Bird Areas in Slovenia that support
important  numbers of one or more congregatory species  (i.e.
meeting criteria A4 and/or B1). IBAs meeting both criteria A4
and B1 for the species are shown in bold. IBAs meeting only
criterion B1 for the species concerned, and not A4, are shown
in normal type. For key to ‘Season’, see p. 7.

Species Season IBA code
Tachybaptus ruficollis  Little Grebe R 012
Puffinus yelkouan  Yelkouan Shearwater P 004
Phalacrocorax carbo  Cormorant W 012
Egretta alba  Great White Egret W 012
Anser fabalis  Bean Goose W 012
Anser albifrons  White-fronted Goose W 012
Anser anser  Greylag Goose P 012
Anas platyrhynchos  Mallard W 012
Aythya fuligula  Tufted Duck W 012
Bucephala clangula  Goldeneye W 012
Mergus merganser  Goosander W 012
Larus melanocephalus  Mediterranean Gull P 004
Larus cachinnans  Yellow-legged Gull P 004
Chlidonias niger  Black Tern P 012

Table 2.  Important Bird Areas in Slovenia that are important for
species of global conservation concern (meeting criterion A1).

Species IBA code
Crex crex  Corncrake 002, 005, 006, 007, 008, 010

Table 4. Species of European conservation concern with significant
breeding populations at Important Bird Areas in Slovenia (meeting
any IBA criteria).

Minimum Proportion (%) of
 national breeding national population

 population breeding at all IBAs
Species 1 (pairs) 2 in Slovenia

Pernis apivorus  Honey Buzzard 600 20
Falco tinnunculus  Kestrel 1,500 10
Alectoris graeca  Rock Partridge 200 15
Crex crex  Corncrake 500 73
Otus scops  Scops Owl 500 1003

Alcedo atthis  Kingfisher 400 21
Jynx torquilla  Wryneck 2,000 36
Picus canus  Grey-headed Woodpecker 1,000 39
Dendrocopos medius  Middle Spotted Woodpecker 200 1003

Hirundo rustica  Swallow 200,000 3
Saxicola torquata  Stonechat 8,000 18
Monticola saxatilis  Rock Thrush 200 25
Turdus torquatus  Ring Ouzel 2,000 53
Turdus merula  Blackbird 200,000 7
Turdus philomelos  Song Thrush 100,000 11
Turdus viscivorus  Mistle Thrush 20,000 21
Sylvia atricapilla  Blackcap 300,000 20
Regulus regulus  Goldcrest 100,000 44
Regulus ignicapillus  Firecrest 50,000 62
Ficedula albicollis  Collared Flycatcher 2,000 65
Parus cristatus  Crested Tit 30,000 24
Certhia brachydactyla  Short-toed Treecreeper 30,000 12
Lanius collurio  Red-backed Shrike 20,000 35
Fringilla coelebs  Chaffinch 500,000 17
Carduelis chloris  Greenfinch 50,000 13

1. Only those species of European conservation concern (see Box 1, p. 12) that meet IBA criteria in
Slovenia are listed.

2. Data are taken from the BirdLife/EBCC European Bird Database 1998 (Heath and Borggreve 2000).
3. The percentage of the national population in IBAs exceeds 100%. Usually this is because

the national population estimate has not been updated recently whilst the IBA population
estimate has been recently updated with new data as a result of comprehensive surveys of
IBAs themselves. Also, the individual site count for a species may be the maximum or
average over recent years, and summing these may record more birds than are present
nationally in any single year.

Table 1. Summary of Important Bird Areas in Slovenia. 14 IBAs  covering 3,413 km2

IBA 1989
code code International name National name Administrative region Area (ha) Criteria (see p. 11)

001 YU005 Triglav National Park Triglavski narodni park Primorska, Gorenjska 84,805 A3, B2, B3
002 — Nanosèica river basin Poreèje Nanosèice Notranjska 1,425 A1

003 — Karst Kras Primorska 58,000 B2, B3
004 YU003 Seèovlje saltpans Seèoveljske soline Primorska 850 A4i, A4ii, B1i, B1ii

005 — Reka valley Dolina Reke Primorska 1,700 A1
006 YU006 Ljubljansko moor Ljubljansko barje Notranjska 14,560 A1, B2, B3

007 — Planina polje Planinsko polje Notranjska 1,600 A1
008 YU001 Lake Cerknica Cerkniško jezero Notranjska 3,500 A1

009 YU002 Krakovski forest Krakovski gozd Dolenjska 4,000 B3
010 YU004 Ribnica valley Ribniška dolina Dolenjska 3,980 A1, B3

011 — Koèevsko-Kolpa Koèevsko-Kolpa Dolenjska 99,000 B2, B3
012 YU004 River Drava from Maribor to Zavrè Drava ed Maribor od Sredisèe Ètajerska 8,300 A4i, B1i, B2, B3

013 YU004 River Mura from Ver¤ej to Gibina Mura Prekmurje, Pomurje 14,060 B2, B3
014 — Gorièko Gorièko Prekmurje 45,500 B2
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pastures and orchards, and meet the B2 criterion at some of the
larger IBAs. A further 15 species, mainly forest-related (montane,
temperate lowland, and riverine), meet the B3 criterion and are
well represented in nearly all of the larger IBAs, with several species
having more than 40% of the national population within IBAs
(Table 4).

Three of the SPECs, Scolopax rusticola, Numenius arquata and
Turdus pilaris occur in important numbers during migration and
in winter, despite breeding in only small numbers.

HABITATS

Individual Slovenian IBAs generally comprise a mixture of habitats.
About 53% of Slovenia is covered by forest, and the landscape is
forest-dominated over nearly 80% of the country, making it one of
the most forested countries in Europe. It is therefore not surprising
that 86% of IBAs contain forest and woodland, and that forests (of
various types) predominate in 36% of IBAs (Figure 1). Broadleaved
deciduous and mixed temperate forests predominate in Karst (003)
and Kočevsko-Kolpa (011), montane forests in Triglav National Park
(001), and riverine forests at Krakovo forest (009) and at River Mura
(013).

About 40% of Slovenia is agricultural land, of which 12% is arable
land and the remainder natural meadow, pasture and natural
grassland. Woodlands, grasslands and artificial landscapes usually
form a complex mosaic in the Slovenian landscape. About 85% of
IBAs contain grassland but in only 14% of them does grassland
predominate (Figure 1). More than 70% of IBAs contain artificial
habitats but mainly as a small proportion of each site. Similarly,
57% of IBAs contain shrubland but this is normally present in
relatively small patches at each site, admixed with other habitats.
The six IBAs with good numbers of breeding Crex crex are
dominated by wet meadows and wetlands. Wetlands with lakes, such
as River Drava (012), Lake Cerknica (008) and Sečovlje saltpans
(004), are important for congregations of waterbirds. The last-
mentioned IBA contains significant marine habitat. Rocky areas
occur in 21% of the IBAs (Figure 1) but are only well-represented in
the montane Triglav National Park (001) and at Karst (003).

IMPACTS ON IBAs – LAND-USE AND THREATS

Agriculture and forestry are the main land-uses in Slovenian IBAs
(Figure 2). Agriculture is practised at nearly all sites, and at nearly
half of them (43%) it is the predominant land-use. Slovenia is well
forested, thus forestry is practised at 72% of IBAs and is the main
land-use at 29% of all IBAs. In general, forest-harvesting does not
present a threat to IBAs, since nature-friendly techniques are used
and clear-cutting is prohibited. However, Figure 3 shows that
intensive afforestation of traditionally used agricultural land is a
problem in some IBAs, e.g. Karst (site 003) and Kočevsko-Kolpa
(011). This is connected to the abandonment of agricultural
management which affects 57% of IBAs. On the other hand,
agricultural intensification and expansion presents the main threat
to birds in many lowland sites, affecting 79% of all IBAs (Figure 3).

Wet meadows are the most threatened habitat for birds in
Slovenia, being seriously affected by drainage, dredging and
canalization. Such water-management, together with the
construction of dykes and dams and attempts to agriculturally
improve arable land, all have an influence on groundwater-levels
and thus indirectly on wetlands. For riverine forests (River Drava,

Figure 1. Habitats at Important Bird Areas in Slovenia
(seeAppendix 3 for definitions of habitats).

Figure 2. Land-uses at Important Bird Areas in Slovenia
(see Appendix 3 for definitions of land-uses).

Figure 3. Threats at Important Bird Areas in Slovenia (see Appendix 3 for definitions of threat types and impact categories).
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Table 5. Protection status of Important Bird Areas in Slovenia.
A tick (✔) indicates that an IBA overlaps with a protected area
(to any extent).

IBA International
code name

001 Triglav National Park ✔

002 Nanosèica river basin
003 Karst ✔ ✔

004 Seèovlje saltpans ✔ ✔

005 Reka valley
006 Ljubljansko moor ✔ ✔

007 Planina polje ✔

008 Lake Cerknica
009 Krakovski forest ✔

010 Ribnica valley
011 Koèevsko-Kolpa ✔

0121 River Drava from Maribor to Zavrè ✔ ✔

013 River Mura from Ver¤ej to Gibina
014 Gorièko
Total number of IBAs 3 1 2 1 4 1
1. IBA 012 also has protected areas on unknown status
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012; River Mura, 013) and Krakovo forest (009), such activities are
one of the main threats.

Other types of land-use such as urban, industrial and transport
developments, tourism and recreation, hunting and fisheries are of
less wide occurrence and are usually not predominant but do pose
threats, with recreation/tourism and infrastructure development
each threatening over 50% of the sites (Figure 3). In Triglav
National Park (001) and Sečovlje saltpans (004) visitors cause
serious disturbance to birds. Urbanization and industrialization is
also a serious threat, affecting 28% of IBAs (Figure 3), mainly in
the lowlands. In about 36% of IBAs, mainly in protected areas,
nature conservation is a land-use too (Figure 2)

PROTECTION STATUS

Table 5 and Figures 4 and 5 summarize the national and international
protection status and coverage at the 14 Slovenian IBAs.

■ National protection
Categories of national protected areas in Slovenia (MOP–URSVN
1996) are as follows (IUCN protected-area category in brackets).

1. Nature Reserve (I/IV)
2. National Park (II/V)
3. Natural Monument (III)
4. Regional Park (V/III)
5. Landscape Park (V)

Slovenia has relatively few protected areas. They cover about 8% of
the territory, mainly due to the large extent of Triglav National Park.
Additionally a national network of strict protected forest reserves
has been established, covering 1% of all forests (60,000 ha). Currently
about 70% of forests and more than 80% of arable land are privately
owned and therefore ownership of protected forests is also
predominately private.

Figure 4 shows the national protection status of the IBAs. Six
IBAs have no national protection by law at all. Three of the IBAs
include smaller Nature Reserves: primeval forest remnants are strictly
protected in Krakovo forest (009) and Kočevsko-Kolpa (011), but
these Nature Reserves are small and do not offer protection to the
rest of the IBA. Similarly, a small Natural Monument occurs within
Ljubljansko moor (006) and River Drava (012). The only fully
protected IBA in Slovenia is Triglav National Park (001) which is
the only National Park in the country.

At the moment there is only one Regional Park in Slovenia,
Škocjanske jame, and this is fully contained within the IBA of Karst
(003). Karst (003), Sečovlje saltpans (004), Planina polje (007) and
River Drava (012) are all partly protected by Landscape Parks, which
lie fully within these larger IBAs.

■■■■■ International protection
Slovenia is a party or signatory to most international legislation
that is relevant to site protection in Europe (Box 1). Figure 5 shows
the international protection status of the IBAs. The only

internationally protected area in the country is Sečovlje saltpans
(004), which is a designated Ramsar Site.

■■■■■ New proposals
Slovenia is in transition towards a new system of protected areas.
Proposals and plans for new protected areas are the responsibility
of the Nature Protection Authority under the Ministry of
Environment and Physical Planning. New proposals will affect the
majority of Slovenian IBAs. The identification of several large
Regional Parks is under way, at Snezniška, Kočevsko-Kolpa,
Pohorje, Kraški, Karavanško–Kamniško Savinjski, and Kozjanski.

Two Ramsar Sites have recently been proposed: Ljubljansko
Karst River Basin (which includes IBAs Lake Cerknica (008),
Ljubljansko moor (006) and Planina Polje (007)); and Skocjan
Caves (part of the Karst IBA (003)). Several areas have been
discussed and proposed as Biosphere Reserves, e.g. the Drava–

Figure 4. The national protection status of Important Bird Areas
in Slovenia.

% of area of
individual
IBA overlaps
with national
protected areas:
High >90%
Partial 10–90%
Low <10%
None

Total area of overlap between IBA network in Slovenia and national protected-area
system (see Table 5 for categories) = 894–900 km2 (26% of total IBA area).

Figure 5. The international protection status of Important Bird
Areas in Slovenia.

% of area of
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Partial 10–90%
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Total area of overlap between IBA network in Slovenia and international protected-area
system (see Table 5 for categories) = 7 km2 (<1% of total IBA area).
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Box 1. International legislation
and initiatives that are
relevant to site conservation in
Slovenia (see Appendix 1 for a
general description of these
agreements).

Global
Biodiversity Convention ✔
Ramsar Convention ✔
Bonn Convention ✔
World Heritage Convention ✔
MAB Programme (✔)

Pan-European
Bern Convention (✔)

Regional
Barcelona Convention ✔

✔ Convention ratified/initiative supported
(✔) Convention signed

National Inter-
national
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Mura area, which would include the IBAs of River Drava (012)
and River Mura (013), as well as an area within the huge forests of
southern Slovenia, which would encompass at least five IBAs.

CONSERVATION

Triglav National Park (001) is the only IBA in Slovenia covered
entirely by  a management plan, due to its overlap with a protected
area which already has such a plan. Management plans for other
protected areas are currently in preparation.

Scientific research and monitoring of bird numbers at Slovenian
IBAs have mostly been carried out by volunteer members of DOPPS
(Društvo za opazovanje in proucevanje ptic Slovenije–BirdLife
Slovenia), the BirdLife Partner Designate in Slovenia. Such bird
data, especially on waterbirds, have been collected since 1979.
Waterbird counts and annual monitoring counts of migratory and
wintering birds have been made especially at River Drava (012),
Lake Cerknica (008) and Sečovlje saltpans (004). DOPPS also
initiated atlas projects to map the breeding and wintering birds of
Triglav National Park (001), Ljubljansko barje (006) and River
Drava (012).

Surveys of bird numbers at other IBAs have been carried out
especially for this IBA inventory. Over the last 15 years DOPPS
has made many attempts to protect important sites for birds, by
collecting data on bird numbers and by working to increase public
awareness and by lobbying decision-makers. Euronatur has
supported DOPPS in some of its conservation projects, such as at
Lake Cerknica (008) and River Drava (012), as well as in holding
an international conference on the proposed Drava–Mura
Biosphere Reserve. DOPPS has also had good cooperation with
the governmental Nature Protection Authority and the Ministry
for Environment and Physical Planning.

ANALYTICAL METHODS

• Waterbird numbers at IBAs have been counted annually, but
not systematically, for the past 15 years. The counts are
published in Acrocephalus, the magazine of DOPPS.

• Figures for passage birds at sites are based on the maximum daily
count in any one year, averaged over a number of years. For
some species, because of a lack of precise counts, numbers at a
site were estimated and are presented as a range. Such estimates
are based on transect counts in the field and are calculated
according to the habitat-type.

• Bird numbers in Triglav National Park (001) are based on data
from the local atlas of breeding and wintering birds that was made
by DOPPS. In other IBAs, figures for bird numbers were
deliberately collected for this IBA inventory during field surveys
carried out between 1992 and 1996. Some additional counts were
made in 1997. Crex crex and owls were mostly counted at night.

• The majority of sites meet more than one criteria: four sites meet
two, two meet three, and two sites meets four criteria (Table 1).

• Data on habitats, land-uses and threats at IBAs are, in general,
considered to have been accurately assigned. However, there
were many problems in assigning categories of habitat, land-
use and threat. A characteristic of land-ownership in Slovenia
is that private properties are extremely small and fragmented,
thus estimates of the percentage cover of habitats and land-uses,
and of the impact of threats, can be difficult. The compilers of
the IBA data (relevant local IBA coordinators) therefore made
estimates based on common sense.

• The data on site protection are based on the Inventory of the most
important natural heritage of Slovenia (Anon. 1988, 1991)
published by the Nature Protection Authority. DOPPS is
preparing to publish a national inventory of IBAs.

GLOSSARY

barje mire with remnants of peatbog.
DOPPS Društvo za opazovanje in proucevanje ptic Slovenije–BirdLife
Slovenia (Bird Watching and Bird Study Association of Slovenia), the BirdLife
Partner Designate in Slovenia.
polje periodically flooded depression (closed basin) in karst area.
SEN/Euronatur European Natural Heritage Fund (Stiftung Europäisches
Naturerbe).
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Species Season Year Pop min Pop max Acc Criteria
Pernis apivorus  Honey Buzzard B 1995 11 30 B B3
Falco tinnunculus  Kestrel R 1995 31 100 B B2
Alectoris graeca  Rock Partridge R 1995 30 100 B B2
Picus canus  Grey-headed Woodpecker R 1995 10 30 B B2
Prunella collaris  Alpine Accentor B 1995 300 1,000 A A3
Monticola saxatilis  Rock Thrush B 1995 30 100 B B2
Turdus torquatus  Ring Ouzel B 1995 1,000 3,000 A B3
Turdus merula  Blackbird R 1995 3,000 10,000 B B3
Turdus pilaris  Fieldfare W 1995 1,000 3,000 B B3
Turdus philomelos  Song Thrush B 1995 3,000 10,000 C B3
Turdus viscivorus  Mistle Thrush B 1995 1,000 3,000 C B3
Sylvia atricapilla  Blackcap B 1995 10,000 30,000 B B3
Regulus ignicapillus  Firecrest B 1995 1,000 3,000 B B3
Parus cristatus  Crested Tit R 1995 3,000 10,000 B B3
Tichodroma muraria  Wallcreeper B 1995 30 100 B A3
Pyrrhocorax graculus  Alpine Chough R 1995 100 300 B A3

■ SITE ACCOUNTS

Triglav National Park A3, B2, B3 001
Admin region Primorska, Gorenjska
Coordinates 46°20’N 13°46’E
Altitude 190–2,864 m  Area 84,805 ha

■■■■■ Site description

Habitats Forest and woodland (65%; broadleaved deciduous forest; native coniferous
forest; mixed forest; treeline ecotone), Grassland (25%; alpine/subalpine/boreal
grassland; mesophile grassland), Rocky areas (10%; inland cliff)
Land-use Agriculture (10%), Forestry (30%), Hunting (50%), Nature conservation/
research (90%), Tourism/recreation (30%)

The only National Park in Slovenia, Triglav National Park (TNP)
includes almost all of the Julian Alps, and is named after the highest
Slovenian mountain, Triglav, which is located inside the park. The
core of the park consists of all the high mountain crests, peaks and
glacier valleys. The area also includes two forested plateaus, Pokljuka
and Mežakla, as well as Bohinj lake, the largest lake (c.300 ha) in
Slovenia, and several smaller high-mountain glacier lakes. Two of the
longest rivers in Slovenia, Soča and Sava, rise in the park. There are
24 settlements and hamlets in the area, with a resident population of
2,200. Triglav National Park is also important for its cultural heritage,
especially the folk architecture of alpine villages and the traditional

highland pastures. About 63% of the park is state property, but this is
expected to be reduced to 10–20% after denationalization claims have
been concluded, when private ownership will predominate, and c.20%
will return to the hands of the farming community. The park is
managed by ‘Zavod TNP’ which developed from the game-hunting
reservation ‘Zavod za gojitev divjadi Triglav’. Commercial hunting is
still an important source of income for the park.

■■■■■ Birds
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Species Season Year Pop min Pop max Acc Criteria

Crex crex  Corncrake B 1995 19 25 A A1

Species ... continued Season Year Pop min Pop max Acc Criteria
Montifringilla nivalis  Snowfinch R 1995 100 300 B A3
Fringilla coelebs  Chaffinch R 1995 10,000 30,000 B B3

1 Serinus citrinella  Citril Finch U 1995 0 3 A A3
Carduelis chloris  Greenfinch R 1995 300 1,000 B B3

1. Breeding not confirmed during the last 10 years.

The site supports internationally important numbers of 15 SPECs of
woodland and mountain, as well as 4–5 of the 10 species in Europe
that are restricted to the Eurasian high-montane biome (when
breeding). Breeding species of global conservation concern that do
not meet IBA criteria: Crex crex (4–10 pairs, based on diurnal surveys
only). Significant proportion (≥1%) of national population breeding
at site: Lanius collurio (100–300 pairs). During 1991–1995 the
ornithological atlas of TNP recorded 115 species, of which 81 were
confirmed breeders, 22 probable and 11 possible, with one non-
breeding summer visitor, and 85 species in winter.

■■■■■ Protection status
National High  International None
84,805 ha of IBA covered by National Park (Triglavski narodni park,
84,805 ha).

■■■■■ Conservation issues

Threats Abandonment/reduction of land management (C), Disturbance to birds (C),
Intensified forest management (U), Recreation/tourism (C)

Increasing tourism and outdoor activities such as skiing, rafting and
mountain climbing cause serious disturbance and other threats to birds
and other wildlife. The National Park was designated in 1981 but the
area has been protected since 1924. There is a management plan for
the site. Recent research has included an ornithological atlas of TNP
(initiated by DOPPS), an ongoing project to estimate the population
sizes of birds in TNP, and a study on Aquila chrysaetos.

Nanošèica river basin A1 002
Admin region Notranjska
Coordinates 45°47’N 14°10’E
Altitude 530–568 m  Area 1,425 ha

■■■■■ Site description
The Nanoščica river basin is situated in the lower Pivka valley near
Postojna at the edge of a large depression. Habitats are relatively intact
and undisturbed by man. The river has numerous meanders with well-
preserved meadows, and small areas of reed and sedge. Pugled hill, in
the middle of the site, supports relict remnants of neutral-soil beech
Fagus forest. Because of the wet ground, extensive farming is possible
only on the driest border of the site, and human settlement is
concentrated here.

Habitats Forest and woodland (10%; mixed forest; alluvial/very wet forest), Scrub (10%;
scrub), Grassland (30%; humid grassland; mesophile grassland), Wetland (45%; river/
stream; water-fringe vegetation), Artificial landscape (5%; arable land)
Land-use Agriculture (80%), Forestry (5%), Hunting (5%), Unknown (10%)

■■■■■ Birds

An important site for breeding Crex crex. A total of 63 bird species
have been recorded, among them 45 breeders and a further seven possible
breeders. The site is also nationally important for birds on migration.

■■■■■ Protection status
National None  International  None

■■■■■ Conservation issues

Threats Agricultural intensification/expansion (A), Drainage (A), Dredging/canalization (B),
Recreation/tourism (C)

Large cattle-farms sometimes pollute nearby waters with liquid
manure. Agricultural improvement and drainage of wet land should
be controlled. Intensive ornithological and entomological research is
planned.

Karst B2, B3 003
Admin region Primorska
Coordinates 45°40’N 13°55’E
Altitude 150–1,028 m  Area 58,000 ha

■■■■■ Site description
The north-western ridge of the Dinaric mountains. A flat to hilly
limestone area, after which the term ‘karst’ was named, with a rich
diversity of karst features such as caves, sink-holes, dolinas and
canyons. Rocky and sparsely vegetated until the beginning of the 20th
century, the area is now partly afforested (Pinus nigra). Land-use has
been abandoned over vast areas which are now undergoing natural
succession to shrubland and forest. The region is now a mosaic of dry
and rocky meadows and pastures, shrublands in various stages of
succession, and woods. There is a strong Mediterranean component
to the flora and fauna.

Habitats Forest and woodland (50%; native coniferous forest), Scrub (30%; scrub),
Grassland (10%; steppe/dry calcareous grassland), Rocky areas (5%; inland cliff; caves),
Artificial landscape (30%; arable land; forestry plantation; other urban/industrial areas)
Land-use Agriculture (10%), Forestry (40%), Not utilized (40%), Urban/industrial/transport (10%)

■■■■■ Birds

Several species of European conservation concern (SPECs), typical
of woodland, meadow and pasture, breed in important numbers, and
numerous other SPECs breed in less significant numbers. Significant
proportion (≥1%) of national population breeding at site:
Carduelis chloris (min. 500 pairs). Nationally, Karst is also notable as
a wintering site for many species because of its favourable climate
(low snow-cover, etc.).

■■■■■ Protection status
National Low  International None
413 ha of IBA covered by Regional Park (Skocjanske Jame, 413 ha).
93 ha of IBA covered by Landscape Park (Vremscica, 93 ha).

■■■■■ Conservation issues

Threats Abandonment/reduction of land management (A), Afforestation (A), Agricultural
intensification/expansion (C), Infrastructure (C)

Intensive afforestation and agricultural abandonment of the rocky
steppe-grasslands and open agricultural landscapes pose a high threat
to these habitats and their associated birds. The long-term conservation
of these areas will only be possible if traditional forms of land-use are
maintained or reintroduced. For the landscape to support maximum
biodiversity, a traditional mosaic should be maintained of the different
habitats such as small woods, grasslands, pastures, vineyards and
cultivated fields. A management plan exists for the site.

Seèovlje saltpans A4i, A4ii, B1i, B1ii 004
Admin region Primorska
Coordinates 45°30’N 13°39’E
Altitude 0–5 m  Area 850 ha

■■■■■ Site description
On the Slovenia–Croatia border, this is one of the largest areas of
salinas on the Adriatic Sea. The major part lies in Slovenia. Desert-
like areas are frequently flooded by seawater or brackish water. Salt-
tolerant invertebrates are common, and up to 16 species of salt-tolerant

Species Season Year Pop min Pop max Acc Criteria

Otus scops  Scops Owl B 1996 300 600 B B2
Jynx torquilla  Wryneck B 1997 200 300 — B2
Monticola saxatilis  Rock Thrush B 1996 20 50 B B2
Turdus merula  Blackbird R 1996 2,500 — B B3
Sylvia atricapilla  Blackcap B 1996 3,500 — B B3
Regulus regulus  Goldcrest R 1996 1,000 — B B3
Parus cristatus  Crested Tit R 1996 300 — B B3
Certhia brachydactyla R 1996 300 — B B3

Short-toed Treecreeper
Lanius collurio  Red-backed Shrike B 1996 900 — A B2
Fringilla coelebs  Chaffinch R 1996 5,000 — B B3
Emberiza cia  Rock Bunting R 1996 800 1,000 A B2
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Species Season Year Pop min Pop max Acc Criteria

Crex crex  Corncrake B 1995 20 30 A A1

Species Season Year Pop min Pop max Acc Criteria

Falco tinnunculus  Kestrel B 1995 20 40 A B2
1 Crex crex  Corncrake B 1995 200 250 A A1
Alcedo atthis  Kingfisher R 1995 5 10 A B2
Jynx torquilla  Wryneck B 1995 70 100 A B2
Hirundo rustica  Swallow B 1995 1,500 3,000 A B2
Saxicola torquata  Stonechat B 1995 300 600 A B2
Sylvia atricapilla  Blackcap B 1995 3,000 5,000 A B3
Lanius collurio  Red-backed Shrike B 1995 500 — B B2
Carduelis chloris  Greenfinch R 1995 500 1,000 A B3
1 The largest population in the country.

plants are present. Most of the salinas (Fontanigge) were abandoned
after the Second World War, but a smaller part (Lera), covering some
5–10% of the site, is still active in producing salt.

Habitats Wetland (70%; standing brackish and salt water), Marine areas (30%; open sea)
Land-use Fisheries/aquaculture (15%), Nature conservation/research (5%), Not utilized (65%),
Tourism/recreation (15%)

■■■■■ Birds

Important numbers of migratory and post-breeding Larus
melanocephalus and Larus cachinnans congregate at the saltpans, and
the adjacent sea is a migration route for significantly large numbers
of Puffinus yelkouan. Species of global conservation concern that do
not meet IBA criteria: Phalacrocorax pygmeus (3–23 birds at the pans
in winter; numbers have been increasing), Acrocephalus paludicola (rare
on passage, max. 1). The salinas are also notable nationally for their
concentrations of waders on passage, for some breeding waterbirds
and for wintering wildfowl, gulls and herons.

■■■■■ Protection status
National High  International Partial
835 ha of IBA covered by Landscape Park (Sečovljske soline, 850 ha).
650 ha of IBA covered by Ramsar Site (Sečovljske soline [Sečovlje
saltpans], 650 ha).

■■■■■ Conservation issues

Threats Abandonment/reduction of land management (C), Aquaculture/fisheries (C),
Construction/impact of dyke/dam/barrage (B), Disturbance to birds (B), Drainage (B),
Infrastructure (A), Recreation/tourism (B)

The only important problems are the disturbance to birds caused by
visitors and the increasing pressures for infrastructure development
(for aquaculture, tourism, sport). The area is the only Ramsar Site
in Slovenia (designated in 1993). Waterbird hunting has been
prohibited. The site is well researched and frequently visited by
ornithologists, but permanent monitoring of birds has not yet been
established.

Reka valley A1 005
Admin region Primorska
Coordinates 45°33’N 14°15’E
Altitude 400–490 m  Area 1,700 ha

■■■■■ Site description
The Reka river basin lies between karstic limestone (Snežnik plateau)
and fluvial terrain. The river has created a flat plain around the biggest
town in the region, Ilirska Bistrica, and industry and dense
infrastructure are developing here, although wet grasslands, meadows
and small marshes remain. There is extensive farming and orchard
cultivation. Land subsidence is occurring where there are abandoned
coal mines.

Habitats Forest and woodland (5%; mixed forest), Scrub (5%; scrub), Grassland (50%;
humid grassland; mesophile grassland), Wetland (20%; river/stream; water-fringe
vegetation; fen/transition mire/spring), Artificial landscape (20%; arable land; other
urban/industrial areas)
Land-use Agriculture (70%), Urban/industrial/transport (30%)

■■■■■ Birds

An important site for breeding Crex crex. Nationally rare and
threatened bird species occur in the site in small numbers. Significant
proportion (≥1%) of national population breeding at site: Jynx
torquilla (10–20 pairs), Picus canus (5–10 pairs).

■■■■■ Protection status
National None  International None

■■■■■ Conservation issues

Threats Agricultural intensification/expansion (A), Drainage (A), Dredging/canalization (B),
Filling-in of wetlands (B), Industrialization/urbanization (A), Infrastructure (B)

The most difficult problem is the heavy pollution of the Reka river.
However, the water condition is improving since some clean-up
measures were taken. Some reedbeds and marshes were destroyed in
the past, but restoration is possible. Intensive ornithological and
entomological research is planned.

Ljubljansko Moor A1, B2, B3 006
Admin region Notranjska
Coordinates 46°02’N 14°26’E
Altitude 286–390 m  Area 14,560 ha

■■■■■ Site description
Ljubljansko barje is a large 150 km2 depression, traversed by the
Ljubljanica river. Once a vast mire, today it is mainly cultivated
(maize). The area is a traditional cultural landscape with extensive
wet grasslands, flood-plain woodlands, thickets and small, wooded
hills. Groundwater-levels are high, some areas are flooded regularly,
and there are dense networks of ditches, channels and brooks.
Settlements are generally concentrated along the driest edges of the
site, with the Slovenian capital Ljubljana lying on the northern border.

Habitats Forest and woodland (10%; mixed forest; alluvial/very wet forest), Scrub (10%;
scrub), Grassland (30%; humid grassland), Wetland (10%; river/stream; raised bog),
Artificial landscape (40%; arable land; other urban/industrial areas)
Land-use Agriculture (70%), Forestry (10%), Nature conservation/research (5%),
Tourism/recreation (5%), Unknown (5%), Urban/industrial/transport (5%)

■■■■■ Birds

The site is the most important breeding place in Slovenia for the globally
threatened Crex crex and is one of the most important sites for seven
other SPECs. Species of global conservation concern that do not meet
IBA criteria: Falco naumanni (max. 8 pairs, the last Slovenian colony
and nearing national extinction). During migration, large flocks of
waterbirds and raptors rest in the area. Out of 210 recorded bird species,
107 have bred (including 53 species on the national Red Data List, 40%
of the total). This high species-richness and abundance is due to the
great variety of vegetation-types which result from the extensive
management of the landscape.

■■■■■ Protection status
National Low  International None
3 ha of IBA covered by Natural Monument (Draga pri Igu, 3 ha).
3 ha of IBA covered by Nature Reserve (Koslerjeva gošča, 3 ha).

■■■■■ Conservation issues

Threats Abandonment/reduction of land management (C), Agricultural intensification/
expansion (A), Aquaculture/fisheries (B), Drainage (B), Dredging/canalization (A),
Industrialization/urbanization (B), Recreation/tourism (C)

Agricultural improvement and conversion of crops to maize
monoculture has caused a number of negative effects. There is a no
management plan for the site. Recent research at the site has included
a breeding bird atlas project (almost completed) initiated by DOPPS,
census counts and mapping of birds, and a detailed analysis of bird
communities.

Species Season Year Pop min Pop max Acc Criteria
Puffinus yelkouan  Yelkouan Shearwater P 1995 10 1,000 B A4ii, B1ii

1 Larus melanocephalus P 1995 3,200 36,000 A A4i, B1i
Mediterranean Gull

2 Larus cachinnans  Yellow-legged Gull P 1995 1,000 20,000 A A4i, B1i

1. Seasonal total.
2. Daily count.
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Species Season Year Pop min Pop max Acc Criteria

Crex crex  Corncrake B 1994 20 35 A A1

Species Season Year Pop min Pop max Acc Criteria
1 Crex crex  Corncrake B 1996 80 100 A A1

1 Average counts from 1992–1996 period.

Planina polje A1 007
Admin region Notranjska
Coordinates 45°51’N 14°15’E
Altitude 440–453 m  Area 1,600 ha

■■■■■ Site description
Planinsko polje is part of the karst basin of the Ljubljanica river, and
displays typical karst features such as caves (more than 100 in the
vicinity) and sink-holes. Higher hills surround the IBA, from where
water collects and sinks underground. Floods periodically cover about
16 km2 of the area. Besides the numerous small streams, the Unica
river with its beautiful meanders is the main water-body at the site.
Arable land and human settlements occur at the outermost, higher
edges of the site. Land-use is mainly mowing of grass and hay; some
farmers use fertilizer to increase grass production. This has been a
classic area for karst research since the 17th century.

Habitats Forest and woodland (5%; broadleaved deciduous forest), Scrub (5%; scrub),
Grassland (70%; steppe/dry calcareous grassland; humid grassland; mesophile
grassland), Wetland (15%; river/stream; water-fringe vegetation), Rocky areas (caves),
Artificial landscape (5%; highly improved reseeded grassland)
Land-use Agriculture (90%), Nature conservation/research (5%), Tourism/
recreation (5%)

■■■■■ Birds

An important site for breeding Crex crex. Other wet meadow and
grassland bird species breed at the site in nationally important
numbers, including many SPECs. Significant proportion (≥1%) of
national population breeding at site: Alcedo atthis (2–5 pairs). The
site is known to support notable numbers of birds on migration as
well.

■■■■■ Protection status
National Partial  International None
960 ha of IBA covered by Landscape Park (Krajinski park Planinsko
polje, 960 ha).

■■■■■ Conservation issues

Threats Agricultural intensification/expansion (A), Drainage (A), Dredging/canalization (A),
Recreation/tourism (B)

The main threat to birds is the drainage of wet depressions and
protected meadows. During 1970–1979 the national Natural
Protection Service organized field research concerning the proposal
for Notranjski Krajinski Park (Protected Landscape). There is a
management plan for the Landscape Park. Bird data is incomplete,
and intensive ornithological and entomological research is planned.

Lake Cerknica A1 008
Admin region Notranjska
Coordinates 45°45’N 14°23’E
Altitude 548–623 m  Area 3,500 ha

■■■■■ Site description
Lake Cerknica is situated on the largest polje (karst field) in Slovenia.
A temporary eutrophic lake which is usually totally dry in summer
and late winter, but with an area of 2,600 ha when full in spring and
autumn. There are huge expanses of reed, sedge and wet grasslands.
On the eastern border of the lake, there are remnants of a raised bog.
The habitats have been little affected by man. There are a few
settlements along the border of the IBA, especially to the north and
east, the largest being Cerknica town with 3,000 inhabitants. The lake
is historically famous for its underground water system, first described
in 1689.

Habitats Grassland (30%; humid grassland; mesophile grassland), Wetland (70%;
standing fresh water; river/stream; raised bog; water-fringe vegetation; fen/transition
mire/spring)
Land-use Agriculture (40%), Not utilized (40%), Tourism/recreation (20%)

■■■■■ Birds

Important numbers of the globally threatened Crex crex breed. Other
species of global conservation concern that do not meet IBA criteria:
Aythya nyroca (1–5 pairs, the most important breeding site in Slovenia;
10–25 birds on passage), Haliaeetus albicilla (2–5 birds feed in the area
but do not breed). A total of 230 bird species have been recorded so
far, of which 94 species have bred. Besides its international importance,
the site has great value for nationally rare breeding species and
nationally important numbers of waterbirds in winter and on passage.

■■■■■ Protection status
National None  International None

■■■■■ Conservation issues

Threats Agricultural intensification/expansion (B), Aquaculture/fisheries (C), Burning of
vegetation (A), Construction/impact of dyke/dam/barrage (B), Disturbance to birds (A),
Drainage (A), Dredging/canalization (A), Filling-in of wetlands (C), Infrastructure (B),
Recreation/tourism (A)

Wind-surfing, boating and angling cause disturbance to birds. To
improve conservation of the lake, legal protection should be enforced,
hunting on the lake should be completely banned, angling should be
allowed only in certain areas, and planned tourism developments
should be nature-friendly. Abandonment of extensive farming would
lead to loss of wet grasslands and may be a problem in future, thus
involvement of (and support for) local people is necessary. DOPPS
founded a local group in 1995 to promote conservation in the
area, and DOPPS has gathered and publicized information and
proposals that justify the inclusion of Lake Cerknica in a proposed
Regional Park, with support from SEN (Euronatur). Field surveys
are ongoing, including annual nocturnal counting of Crex crex over
the whole area.

Krakovski forest B3 009
Admin region Dolenjska
Coordinates 45°53’N 15°24’E
Altitude 150–159 m  Area 4,000 ha

■■■■■ Site description
Krakovo forest is one of the largest intact examples of lowland alluvial
forest to remain in Slovenia. Totally uninhabited and almost
untouched by man, it lies in the central Krško valley, on the left bank
of the Krka river, between Radulja and Velikovaški potok stream.
The Ljubljana–Zagreb highway runs along the northern border of
the site. The Krka river draws off upwelling groundwater from the
IBA, which is permanently waterlogged, and there are many small
streams along the edge of the forest, some of which are regulated.
Broadleaved deciduous trees (especially Quercus) dominate the
forest. The mean age of trees is 150 years, and the largest Salix alba
tree and one of the largest Quercus robur trees in the country occur
here. There are also well-preserved marshes, meadows and wet
grasslands. Human settlements and intensively farmed land occur
outside the IBA.

Habitats Forest and woodland (56%; alluvial/very wet forest), Grassland (25%; humid
grassland), Wetland (6%; river/stream), Artificial landscape (12%; arable land; other
urban/industrial areas)
Land-use Agriculture (30%), Forestry (52%), Hunting (9%), Nature conservation/
research (1%), Other (5%), Water management (3%)

■■■■■ Birds

Two specialists of deciduous broadleaved woodland breed in
important numbers. A total of 44 certain or probable breeding species
have been recorded in the forest and in the immediate surroundings,

Species Season Year Pop min Pop max Acc Criteria

Dendrocopos medius R 1990 20 30 B B3
Middle Spotted Woodpecker

Ficedula albicollis  Collared Flycatcher B 1990 50 100 B B3
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Species Season Year Pop min Pop max Acc Criteria

Pernis apivorus  Honey Buzzard B 1996 6 10 B B3
Crex crex  Corncrake B 1996 20 30 A A1

including numerous nationally important species such as Aquila
pomarina (the only known breeding locality in Slovenia).

■■■■■ Protection status
National Low  International None
41 ha of IBA covered by Nature Reserve (Krakovski gozd, 41 ha).

■■■■■ Conservation issues

Threats Agricultural intensification/expansion (C), Construction/impact of dyke/dam/
barrage (U), Drainage (A), Dredging/canalization (A), Groundwater abstraction (A),
Infrastructure (B)

Groundwater-levels have fallen over the whole IBA by 1 m, due to
drainage in the surrounding Krško karst field, and this is the main
reason behind the death of old oak Quercus trees. Other threats to
water quality and quantity are the intensive use of pesticides on the
Krško karst field, a planned chain of hydroelectric power-stations
along the Sava river, and the extension of a road in the direction of
Zamesko–Malence. Ornithologically, Krakovski forest is not well
known.

Ribnica valley A1, B3 010
Admin region Dolenjska
Coordinates 45°43’N 14°44’E
Altitude 500–600 m  Area 3,980 ha

■■■■■ Site description
The IBA lies in the middle of a large karst depression in the western
and southern part of the Ribnica valley, and approximately 50% of
the area is wet meadows and grasslands near the streams Bistrica,
Sajevec, Ribnica and Obrh. Streams in the area are partly regulated.
Besides nearly ten smaller villages, the only town is Ribnica. Some
fields have been abandoned and are in the initial stages of succession
to scrub and forest.

Habitats Forest and woodland (10%; mixed forest), Grassland (35%; humid grassland;
mesophile grassland), Wetland (5%; river/stream), Artificial landscape (45%; highly
improved reseeded grassland; arable land; urban parks/gardens; ruderal land)
Land-use Agriculture (80%), Forestry (10%), Not utilized (10%)

■■■■■ Birds

An important site for breeding Crex crex and one woodland species.
Significant proportion (≥1%) of national population breeding at site:
Jynx torquilla (30–40 pairs), Picus canus (10–15 pairs). The site is of
national importance for migrating birds—numerous ducks, gulls and
birds of prey rest on the water surface at Prigorica.

■■■■■ Protection status
National None  International None

■■■■■ Conservation issues

Threats Abandonment/reduction of land management (B), Agricultural intensification/
expansion (A), Drainage (B)

The intensification of grass mowing (silage production) is the main
threat to Crex crex. The fauna and flora of the site have not been well
investigated. Intensive field research is planned.

Koèevsko-Kolpa B2, B3 011
Admin region Dolenjska
Coordinates 45°35’N 14°52’E
Altitude 150–1,298 m  Area 99,000 ha

■■■■■ Site description
Kočevsko-Kolpa is a huge area of limestone karst on the high Dinaric
plateau in southern Slovenia. The coniferous, deciduous and mixed
forests, which connect with Snežnik plateau and Gorski Kotar in

Croatia, represent one of the largest and least populated areas of dense
forest in Europe. Wooded land (including plantations) covers 95% of
the area, and includes remnants of primeval forest, while pastures and
grasslands cover 5%. The whole area was suddenly and almost entirely
deserted by its inhabitants in 1941, and for political reasons many
human settlements in the area remained abandoned after the Second
World War. Formerly open areas (grasslands, orchards and villages)
are thus reverting naturally to scrub and forest. The Kolpa river
canyon on the international border has large cliffs on the southern
slopes.

Habitats Forest and woodland (80%; broadleaved deciduous forest; mixed forest), Scrub
(5%; scrub), Artificial landscape (15%; highly improved reseeded grassland; forestry
plantation)
Land-use Agriculture (5%), Forestry (90%), Hunting (3%), Military (2%)

■■■■■ Birds

The site supports internationally important numbers of several
SPECs of woodland/forest (even some boreal-type species). Breeding
species of global conservation concern that do not meet IBA criteria:
Haliaeetus albicilla (1 resident pair, the only known nest in Slovenia).

■■■■■ Protection status
National Low  International None
218 ha of IBA covered by six Nature Reserves (Kočevski pragozdovi
[‘virgin forest remnants’], 218 ha).

■■■■■ Conservation issues

Threats Afforestation (B), Recreation/tourism (B), Selective logging/cutting (B)

Ornithologically, the Kočevsko forests are not well known. Only one
ornithologist has made quantitative surveys. The well preserved
remnants of primeval forest are of great scientific importance.

River Drava A4i, B1i, B2, B3 012
from Maribor to Zavrè
Admin region Štajerska
Coordinates 46°25’N 15°55’E
Altitude 172–291 m  Area 8,300 ha

■■■■■ Site description

Habitats Forest and woodland (9%; alluvial/very wet forest), Grassland (5%), Wetland
(14%; standing fresh water; river/stream), Artificial landscape (46%; arable land)
Land-use Agriculture (52%), Forestry (95%), Hunting, Nature conservation/research (18%),
Urban/industrial/transport (5%)

The River Drava is the largest river to flow through Slovenia. Due to
numerous development schemes in the past, the river and its flood-
plains are now one of the most ecologically degraded waterways in
the country. The IBA is located between Maribor and Središče ob
Dravi on the Croatian border. Along this section the river is exploited
in full, with large reservoirs and associated channels dividing up the
entirety of the riverine countryside. Between the reservoirs (Ptujsko

Species Season Year Pop min Pop max Acc Criteria

Pernis apivorus  Honey Buzzard B 1992 15 25 B B3
Falco tinnunculus  Kestrel R 1992 10 15 B B2
Otus scops  Scops Owl B 1992 10 20 A B2
Jynx torquilla  Wryneck B 1992 200 250 B B2
Picus canus  Grey-headed Woodpecker R 1992 100 115 B B2
Turdus torquatus  Ring Ouzel B 1992 50 100 A B3
Turdus merula  Blackbird R 1992 5,000 7,000 A B3
Turdus pilaris  Fieldfare W 1992 2,000 5,000 A B3
Turdus philomelos  Song Thrush R 1992 4,000 6,000 A B3
Turdus viscivorus  Mistle Thrush R 1992 3,000 5,000 A B3
Sylvia atricapilla  Blackcap B 1992 20,000 30,000 A B3
Regulus regulus  Goldcrest R 1992 40,000 60,000 A B3
Regulus ignicapillus  Firecrest R 1992 30,000 50,000 A B3
Ficedula albicollis  Collared Flycatcher B 1992 50 80 A B3
Parus cristatus  Crested Tit R 1992 4,000 5,000 B B3
Certhia brachydactyla R 1992 1,500 2,000 A B3

Short-toed Treecreeper
Lanius collurio  Red-backed Shrike B 1992 600 800 A B2
Fringilla coelebs  Chaffinch R 1992 60,000 80,000 A B3
Carduelis chloris  Greenfinch R 1992 1,500 1,800 B B3
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natural features, from gravel riverbanks to dense marshlands to old
meanders along the lower stretch of the river, as well as huge alluvial
forests. Črni log (1,200 ha) is the largest Alnus forest in central Europe,
and is dense and uninhabited. Because of the danger of flooding, dykes
have been built along the riverbanks. The Mura river meadows, wet
grasslands, flood-plain and forests remain relatively intact, but
cultivated fields and grasslands are intensively managed.

Habitats Forest and woodland (70%; alluvial/very wet forest), Scrub (20%), Grassland
(20%; humid grassland), Wetland (30%; standing fresh water; river/stream; water-fringe
vegetation)
Land-use Agriculture (25%), Forestry (70%), Urban/industrial/transport (5%)

■■■■■ Birds

The site supports important breeding numbers of numerous species
of European conservation concern that are typical of flooded forest,
meadows, and riverbanks. The population densities of many species
are high due to the relatively natural state of the alluvial forest habitats.
Significant proportion (≥1%) of national population breeding at site:
Jynx torquilla (30–50 pairs). The site also holds nationally important
numbers of breeding Ciconia ciconia and riverine forest passerines.

■■■■■ Protection status
National None  International None

■■■■■ Conservation issues

Threats Abandonment/reduction of land management (C), Agricultural intensification/
expansion (C), Construction/impact of dyke/dam/barrage (C), Drainage (C), Dredging/
canalization (A), Firewood collection (C), Infrastructure (C)

In 1985 the regional Nature Conservation Service prepared a proposal
for some Landscape Parks in the area, but at the same time
hydroelectric power-stations were planned, and the latter continue to
be the main threat to the site. Remaining wet grasslands are threatened
with drainage. Gravel extraction should be limited and some habitat
restoration projects could be done. A planned highway between
Slovenia and Hungary will probably cross the area. In 1992 DOPPS
and Euronatur initiated the Drava–Mura nature conservation project
(see also ‘River Drava’, IBA 012). Conservation issues were publicized,
and at an international conference this IBA was proposed as a
Biosphere Reserve.

Gorièko B2 014
Admin region Prekmurje
Coordinates 46°47’N 16°10’E
Altitude 174–416 m  Area 45,500 ha

■■■■■ Site description
Goričko is in the north-easternmost part of Slovenia, on the border
with Austria and Hungary. It is a mainly hilly region of Eocene
sandstone, traversed by numerous streams, and with lower and flatter
land in the eastern part where riverine vegetation and wet meadows
are present. In summer the area is very dry. The soil in the east is not
fertile, so farming is non-intensive, but is much more fertile in the
west, where orchards, vineyards, dry grasslands and small cultivated

Species Season Year Pop min Pop max Acc Criteria

Pernis apivorus  Honey Buzzard B 1995 60 100 B B3
Falco tinnunculus  Kestrel B 1995 60 80 B B2
Alcedo atthis  Kingfisher R 1994 60 100 A B2
Picus canus  Grey-headed Woodpecker R 1994 150 200 A B2
Dendrocopos medius R 1995 300 400 B B3

Middle Spotted Woodpecker
Saxicola torquata  Stonechat B 1995 600 1,000 B B2
Turdus merula  Blackbird R 1995 3,000 5,000 B B3
Turdus pilaris  Fieldfare W 1994 3,000 6,000 A B3
Turdus philomelos  Song Thrush B 1995 4,000 6,000 B B3
Turdus viscivorus  Mistle Thrush R 1995 200 400 B B3
Sylvia atricapilla  Blackcap B 1995 20,000 30,000 A B3
Ficedula albicollis  Collared Flycatcher B 1995 900 1,700 A B3
Certhia brachydactyla R 1995 1,500 2,000 A B3

Short-toed Treecreeper
Lanius collurio  Red-backed Shrike B 1995 2,500 5,000 A B2
Fringilla coelebs  Chaffinch R 1995 10,000 12,000 A B3
Carduelis chloris  Greenfinch R 1995 3,000 4,000 A B3

jezero, Ormoško jezero) there are still some large flood-plains which
are periodically inundated. Flooded woodlands with meadows and
wet grasslands are also present.

■■■■■ Birds

The site supports important numbers of wintering waterbirds (at the
reservoirs) and of breeding birds of flooded forest, meadows, and
gravel-banks, and is also an important bird-migration route. Species
of global conservation concern that do not meet IBA criteria:
Phalacrocorax pygmeus (max. 37 on passage), Aythya nyroca (15–60
on passage). Significant proportion (≥1%) of national population
breeding at site: Sylvia atricapilla (3,000–3,400 pairs), Lanius collurio
(420–460 pairs). A total of 266 species have been recorded so far, of
which 89 are regular or occasional breeders. Nycticorax nycticorax,
Burhinus oedicnemus and Sterna albifrons were lost as breeders at the
end of the 1970s after the construction of the last hydroelectric power-
station on the river.

■■■■■ Protection status
National Partial  International None
2,595 ha of IBA covered by Landscape Parks (Stara Drava, 2,150 ha;
Šturmovci, 280 ha), Natural Monument (Ormoško jezero, 140 ha) and
smaller protected areas (25 ha).

■■■■■ Conservation issues

Threats Abandonment/reduction of land management (B), Agricultural intensification/
expansion (A), Consequences of animal/plant introductions (C), Construction/impact of
dyke/dam/barrage (A), Deforestation (commercial) (A), Disturbance to birds (A),
Drainage (B), Extraction industry (B), Filling-in of wetlands (C), Groundwater abstraction (A),
Industrialization/urbanization (A), Infrastructure (A), Recreation/tourism (A)

The IBA is particularly threatened by intensive water management
and the intensification of agriculture. The growth of tourist activities
such as wind-surfing and hunting also causes serious disturbance to
birds. DOPPS and Euronatur cooperated to protect the Drava–Mura
area (see also ‘River Mura’, IBA 013) between 1992 and 1994. A
management plan for the area was prepared, publications were
produced to increase public awareness of the area and its importance,
a conference on the Drava–Mura Biosphere Reserve was held, and a
local ornithological atlas project was initiated.

River Mura from B2, B3 013
Ver¤ej to Gibina
Admin region Prekmurje, Pomurje
Coordinates 46°35’N 16°10’E
Altitude 159–234 m  Area 14,060 ha

■■■■■ Site description
The 80-km stretch of the River Mura which flows through Slovenia.
Seasonal flooding creates a characteristic landscape with numerous

Species Season Year Pop min Pop max Acc Criteria

Tachybaptus ruficollis  Little Grebe R 1995 700 1,000 A A4i, B1i
Phalacrocorax carbo  Cormorant W 1995 800 1,400 A B1i
Egretta alba  Great White Egret W 1995 80 120 A A4i, B1i

1 Anser fabalis  Bean Goose W 1995 1,500 4,000 A A4i, B1i
Anser albifrons  White-fronted Goose W 1995 100 1,800 A B1i
Anser anser  Greylag Goose P 1995 — 700 A B1i
Anas platyrhynchos  Mallard W 1995 15,000 30,000 A B1i
Aythya fuligula  Tufted Duck W 1995 4,000 6,500 A B1i
Bucephala clangula  Goldeneye W 1995 1,500 3,500 A B1i
Mergus merganser  Goosander W 1995 80 140 A B1i

2 Pernis apivorus  Honey Buzzard B 1995 28 35 A B3
Falco tinnunculus  Kestrel B 1995 35 40 A B2
Chlidonias niger  Black Tern P 1995 5,500 10,000 A A4i, B1i

3 Alcedo atthis  Kingfisher R 1995 20 30 A B2
Jynx torquilla   Wryneck B 1995 90 110 A B2
Picus canus  Grey-headed Woodpecker R 1995 35 40 A B2
Dendrocopos medius R 1995 12 16 A B3

Middle Spotted Woodpecker
Saxicola torquata  Stonechat B 1995 320 380 A B2
Ficedula albicollis  Collared Flycatcher B 1995 300 320 A B3
Carduelis chloris  Greenfinch R 1995 550 650 A B3

1. Level of hunting influences numbers.
2. >500 on spring migration.
3. >120 on migration.
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fields are the main land-uses. Small settlements are common. The area
is economically less developed and therefore habitats and wildlife
remain in good condition.

Habitats Forest and woodland (15%; native coniferous forest; mixed forest), Scrub (10%;
scrub), Grassland (30%; mesophile grassland), Wetland (15%; standing fresh water;
river/stream; fen/transition mire/spring), Artificial landscape (30%; arable land;
perennial crops/orchards/groves)
Land-use Agriculture (40%), Forestry (30%), Unknown (10%), Urban/industrial/
transport (20%)
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Species Season Year Pop min Pop max Acc Criteria
1 Otus scops  Scops Owl B 1997 220 240 A B2
Jynx torquilla  Wryneck B 1997 80 100 C B2
Picus canus  Grey-headed Woodpecker R 1997 80 100 C B2
Hirundo rustica  Swallow B 1997 1,500 2,000 C B2
Saxicola torquata  Stonechat B 1997 150 200 C B2
Lanius collurio  Red-backed Shrike B 1997 1,800 2,000 C B2

1. One of the largest populations in central Europe.
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