Important Bird Areas in Europe – Georgia

■

GEORGIA
MICHAEL WILSON

Mount Mkinvartsven (5,033 m),
Kazbegi (IBA 007). (PHOTO:
ALEXANDER GAVASHELISHVILI)

GENERAL INTRODUCTION
Georgia, one of three Transcaucasian republics which were formerly
part of the USSR, occupies an area of some 69,700 km2 and lies
in the extreme east of the Mediterranean region. In the west, its
coastline is washed by the waters of the Black Sea. It shares a
common border with Russia in the north, with Azerbaijan in the
south-east, Armenia in the south and Turkey in the south-west.
The country contains the autonomous republics of Abkhazeti
(Abkhazia) and Adjara (Adjaria), also the disputed region of South
Ossetia (Tskhinvali region). Georgia is a predominantly
mountainous country (54% of the area is higher than 1,000 m above
sea-level), with the Great (Greater) Caucasus range in the north,
containing many peaks over 3,000 m and three exceeding 5,000 m,
and the lower mountains of the Little or Lesser Caucasus in the
south. The other main relief features are the Transcaucasian
volcanic plateau and the lowlands of Kolkhida and Iberia lying
between the two main mountain ranges; this low-lying area is further

subdivided into an eastern and western section by the Surami (or
Likhi) ridge.
There are 11 Important Bird Areas (IBAs) in Georgia, these
covering 15,463 km2 or 22% of the country’s surface area (Table 1)
and with notable gaps in the north-west and in the west-to-east
central belt (Map 1). The previous pan-European IBA inventory
(Grimmett and Jones 1989) identified eight IBAs in Georgia
(“Gruziya”, as part of the former USSR), two of which have been
merged with new IBAs here (see site accounts for details).

ORNITHOLOGICAL IMPORTANCE
Some doubt remains about the status of certain bird species in
Georgia, but there are at least 127 species of European conservation
concern (SPECs) breeding regularly in the country (Boehme et al.
1987; Tucker and Heath 1994; A. Gavashelishvili). Of these,
Pelecanus crispus, Aythya nyroca, Aquila heliaca, Falco naumanni
11 IBAs covering 15,463 km2

Table 1. Summary of Important Bird Areas in Georgia.
IBA
code

1989
code

International name

National name

Administrative region

001

SU067

Ritsa

Ritsa

Abkhazeti, Gudauta

16,289

002

SU065

Pskhu

Pskhu

Abkhazeti

27,333

A2, A3

003

SU066

Gumista

Gumista

Abkhazeti, Sukhumi

13,400

A2, A3

004

SU064

Kolkheti

Kolkheti

Samegrelo-Svaneti, Guria, Adjara

005

SU068

Kintrishi

Kintrishi

Adjara, Kobuleti

006

SU070

Liakhvi

Liakhvi

Tskhinvali, South Ossetia

007

SU069

Eastern Caucasus

Agmosavlet Kavkasioni

Kakheti, Mtskheta-Mtianeti

678,976

A1, A2, A3, B2, B3

008

—

Meskheti

Meskheti

Samtskhe-Javakheti

160,000

A1, A2, A3, A4iv, B1iv, B2

009

—

Javakheti plateau

Javakhetis Plato

Samtskhe-Javakheti, Kvemo Kartli

200,000

A1, A3, B2

010

SU071

Algeti

Algeti

Tetri–Tskaro

011

—

Iori region

Iovris Zegani

Kakheti

Area (ha)

150,000

Criteria (see p. 11)
A2, A3

A1, A4i, A4iv, B1i, B1iv, B2

13,893

A2, A3

6,388

A2, A3

6,000
273,996

A1
A1, B2, B3
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Highest category of
criteria met by IBA

RUSSIA

2

Map 1. Location, area and
criteria category of Important
Bird Areas in Georgia.
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and Crex crex are globally threatened, and Phalacrocorax pygmeus,
Haliaeetus albicilla, Aegypius monachus, Circus macrourus and
Tetrao mlokosiewiczi are globally near-threatened. The current
status of Marmaronetta angustirostris (recorded at site 009 in 1996)
has yet to be determined. A further 75 SPECs have an unfavourable
conservation status in Europe. Thirty-five SPECs are regular on
migration or in winter and among them are the globally threatened
or near-threatened Anser erythropus, Aquila clanga (non-breeding
visitor, present throughout the year), Tetrax tetrax, Glareola
nordmanni, Chettusia gregaria and Gallinago media. The following
species in these categories occur (or have occurred) in Georgia, but
their current status is uncertain: Oxyura leucocephala, Otis tarda
and Numenius tenuirostris.
Six sites were selected as IBAs because they hold significant
numbers of globally threatened or near-threatened species (meeting
criterion A1: see Table 2). Seven sites also qualify on the basis of
supporting a significant component of both restricted-range species
(Caucasus Endemic Bird Area) and of the Eurasian high-montane
(alpine) biome species (meeting criteria A2 and A3), with one further
site—IBA 009—meeting criterion A3 but not A2. Table 3 shows
that just one IBA out of 11 meets criteria A4i and B1i by supporting
1% or more of the biogeographic population of one waterbird
species; lack of information on numbers prevented these criteria
being met at other sites (notably Javakheti plateau, IBA 009) and
for other species. Five IBAs (004, 007, 008, 009, 011) are of regional
importance (under B2/B3 criteria) for SPECs (Table 4).
Georgia is of great significance for migrating birds, lying as it
does at the intersection of several migration routes. Millions of birds
are believed to pass through annually, especially on the north-south
route linking breeding areas in eastern Europe, Fennoscandia,
western Russia (west of the Urals) and wintering grounds in Africa
and the Middle East. Kolkheti (site 004) serves as a staging site for
Table 2. Important Bird Areas in Georgia that are important for
species of global conservation concern (meeting criterion A1).
Species
Phalacrocorax pygmeus Pygmy Cormorant
Pelecanus crispus Dalmatian Pelican
Anser erythropus Lesser White-fronted Goose
Branta ruficollis Red-breasted Goose
Marmaronetta angustirostris Marbled Duck
Aythya nyroca Ferruginous Duck
Oxyura leucocephala White-headed Duck
Aegypius monachus Cinereous Vulture
Aquila clanga Greater Spotted Eagle
Aquila heliaca Imperial Eagle
Falco naumanni Lesser Kestrel
Crex crex Corncrake
Otis tarda Great Bustard
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IBA code
007, 009
009
004, 009
004
009
004, 009
004, 009
008, 011
008
007, 008, 010, 011
008
004, 007, 009, 011
009

birds before they cross the Caucasus, the steppes north of the
mountains and the semi-deserts of the Middle East. It is of
outstanding importance for migrating raptors, cranes (Gruidae) and
others, is also used for staging and wintering by a wide range of
Table 3. Important Bird Areas in Georgia that support important
numbers of one or more congregatory species (i.e. meeting
criteria A4 and/or B1). IBAs meeting both criteria A4 and B1 for
the species are shown in bold. IBAs meeting only criterion B1
for the species concerned, and not A4, are shown in normal
type. For key to ‘Season’, see p. 7.
Species
Podiceps cristatus Great Crested Grebe

Season IBA code
W
004

Table 4. Species of European conservation concern with
significant breeding populations at Important Bird Areas in
Georgia (meeting criteria B2/B3).

Species 1

Minimum
national breeding
population
(pairs) 2

Pelecanus crispus Dalmatian Pelican
Ixobrychus minutus Little Bittern
Ciconia nigra Black Stork
Aythya nyroca Ferruginous Duck
Gypaetus barbatus Lammergeier
Aegypius monachus Cinereous Vulture
Circaetus gallicus Short-toed Eagle
Buteo rufinus Long-legged Buzzard
Aquila pomarina Lesser Spotted Eagle
Aquila heliaca Imperial Eagle
Aquila chrysaetos Golden Eagle
Tetrao mlokosiewiczi Caucasian Black Grouse
Tetraogallus caucasicus Caucasian Snowcock
Tetraogallus caspius Caspian Snowcock
Crex crex Corncrake
Charadrius alexandrinus Kentish Plover
Dendrocopos medius Middle Spotted Woodpecker
Prunella ocularis Radde’s Accentor
Phoenicurus erythrogaster Güldenstädt’s Redstart
Ficedula semitorquata Semi-collared Flycatcher
Lanius minor Lesser Grey Shrike
Carpodacus rubicilla Great Rosefinch

—
—
14
—
22
17
4
40
80
10
25
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
500 5

Proportion (%) of
national population
breeding at all IBAs
in Georgia
—4
—4
1003
—4
45
1003
1003
50
38
80
80
—4
—4
—4
—4
—4
—4
—4
—4
—4
—4
—4

1. Only those species of European conservation concern (see Box 1, p. 12) that meet B2/B3 criteria at
IBAs in Georgia are listed.
2. Data are taken from Snow and Perrins (1998).
3. The percentage of the national population in IBAs exceeds 100%. This is most likely to be
because the national population estimate needs to be reassessed (often as a result of new
data on species numbers from comprehensive surveys of IBAs themselves).
4. No national population estimate available.
5. Data for Russia and Georgia combined.
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junction of landscapes of different genesis have given rise to a rich
and diverse vegetation. Habitats range from the luxuriant
subtropical forests of the Black Sea coastlands and Kolkhida
lowland in western Georgia to semi-deserts in the foothills of
the east, from warm-temperate forests on the western slopes of
the Great Caucasus through various vegetation belts up to specific
cold-resistant flora in the subalpine and alpine zones of the
mountains.
Figure 1 shows that the dominant habitats at ten out of 11 sites
(91%) are wetland (comprising the seacoast, lowland and plateau
lakes, rivers and marshes), rocky areas, grassland (plains with steppe
and semi-desert, also mountain meadows) and forest and woodland
(broadleaved, mixed and native coniferous), also artificial landscape
at five (46%).
Wetlands support notable breeding species such as Pelecanus
onocrotalus and P. crispus, Ixobrychus minutus, Aythya nyroca,
Melanitta fusca, Haliaeetus albicilla, Grus grus, Himantopus
himantopus, Charadrius alexandrinus, Larus armenicus and
Chlidonias hybridus, also an impressive range of wildfowl and
others on passage and in winter. Forests, in river valleys and higher
up on mountain slopes, have breeding raptors (Pernis apivorus,
Milvus migrans, Circaetus gallicus, Aquila pomarina, Hieraaetus
pennatus), woodpeckers and the passerines Phylloscopus nitidus,
P. lorenzii and Ficedula semitorquata. Rocky areas with mountain
meadows and some scrub hold more raptors, Tetraogallus
caucasicus and T. caspius, Alectoris chukar, Prunella ocularis,
Phoenicurus erythrogaster and Carpodacus rubicilla. Plains with
steppe-type grasslands or semi-desert are visited by staging
Anthropoides virgo and Tetrax tetrax, while Circus macrourus
winters in such habitat and Francolinus francolinus breeds where
there is scrub.

Figure 1. Occurence of habitats at Important Bird Areas in
Georgia (see Appendix 3 for definitions of habitats).
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Figure 2. Occurrence of land-uses at Important Bird Areas in
Georgia (see Appendix 3 for definitions of land-uses).
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waterbirds and passerines and qualifies, as does site 008 (Meskheti),
as a ‘bottleneck’ site (meeting criteria A4iv and B1iv).

HABITATS
Varied and contrasting natural conditions, climate, the conspicuously
fractured relief and the geographical location of Georgia at the

Nature conservation/research is a land-use at all 11 IBAs in Georgia
(Figure 2), other significant land-uses being agriculture (affecting
six IBAs), water management and hunting (five each) and forestry
(four sites).
More information on the level of impact is available for threats
(Figure 3), the predominant ones being unsustainable exploitation
(legal and illegal hunting) which affects seven out of the 11 IBAs
(63%, five sites at a high impact-level) and agricultural
intensification/expansion (seven sites, albeit with medium to low
impact at four sites, while the impact is unknown at four). Firewood
collection and commercial deforestation both rank as serious threats
at four sites and the same is true of selective logging/cutting and
drainage at three. According to current knowledge, the wetland
site 004 (Kolkheti) has been and apparently still is subject to the
widest range of threats and this has resulted in the severe depletion
of its breeding bird populations.

Figure 3. Threats at Important Bird Areas in Georgia (see Appendix 3 for definitions of threat types and impact categories).
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Figure 4. The national protection status of Important Bird Areas
in Georgia.

Figure 5. The international protection status of Important Bird
Areas in Georgia.

High
6 IBAs (55%)

Low
1 IBA (9%)

None
10 IBAs (91%)

Partial
1 IBA (9%)

% of area of
individual
IBA overlaps
with national
protected areas:
High
>90%
Partial 10–90%
Partial
Low
<10% 4 IBAs (36%)
None

% of area of
individual
IBA overlaps
with international
protected areas:
High
>90%
Partial 10–90%
Low
<10%
None

Not possible to calculate total area of overlap between IBA network in Georgia and
national protected-area system (see Table 5 for categories) due to incomplete overlaparea data.

Not possible to calculate total area of overlap between IBA network in Georgia and
international protected-area system (see Table 5 for categories) due to incomplete
overlap-area data.

PROTECTION STATUS
Table 5 and Figures 4 and 5 summarize the national and
international protection status of IBAs in Georgia.

■ National protection

IBA 004) having been designated as a Ramsar Site, while a second
Ramsar Site (Javakheti plateau, IBA 009) is in the process of being
established (Box 1, Table 5, Figure 5).

CONSERVATION

Individual IBAs overlap with nationally protected areas as follows:
six are each covered by more than 90%, four are covered by 10%–
90% and one IBA is covered by under 10%.
Georgia inherited the protected-area system of the former USSR
of which it was a part, with Zapovedniks (strict nature reserves;
Nakrdzali in Georgian), Zakazniks (temporary reserves with lower
protection status; Agkvetili in Georgian) and National Parks.
However, a new protected-area system has been developed and is
currently being established in Georgia.

■ International protection
Georgia is party to the World Heritage Convention and takes part
in the UNESCO Man and the Biosphere Programme (Box 1). It
also supports the Ramsar Convention, part of one IBA (Kolkheti,

•

•

Table 5. Protection status of Important Bird Areas in Georgia.
A tick (✔) indicates that an IBA overlaps with a protected area
(to any extent).

IBA
code

International
name

001

Ritsa

✔

002

Pskhu

✔

003

Gumista

✔

004

Kolkheti

✔

005

Kintrishi

✔

006

Liakhvi

007

Eastern Caucasus

008

Meskheti

✔

009

Javakheti plateau

✔

010

Algeti

011

Iori region

Total number of IBAs

Box 1. International legislation
and initiatives that are
relevant to site conservation
in Georgia (see Appendix 1
for a general description of
these agreements).

Ramsar
Site

Zapovednik

International

Nature
Reserve

National
Park

Managed
Nature Reserve

National

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
1

✔
2

2

8

Global
Biodiversity Convention
Ramsar Convention
Bonn Convention
World Heritage Convention
MAB Programme

1

✔
✔
✔
✔

✔ Convention ratified/initiative supported
(✔) Convention signed
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•

•

The new protected-area system in Georgia, which is currently
being set up, envisages a comprehensive network of conservation
areas based on several different national categories of protected
area corresponding to IUCN categories I–VI and including legal
possibilities for the designation of global categories (Biosphere
Reserves, World Heritage Sites and Ramsar Sites). Provisionally,
there are ten protected areas, including one National Park
(Borjomi-Kharagauli), some overlapping with IBAs as described
here. The strategy aims eventually to have 8–10% of the country’s
land and sea surface protected.
The most detailed information available relates to IBA 004
where management guidelines for the establishment of Kolkheti
National Park were prepared with the methodological
assistance of WWF in cooperation with the World Bank/GEF
and within the framework of the protected-area system of
Georgia. This was preceded by Government of Georgia Decree
No. 11 “On establishment of national parks on the territory
of Georgia” (Order No. 562 of 12 May, 1992). The next stage
envisages a full-scale management plan designed to create
favourable conditions for nature protection and the socioeconomic development of the region. Also associated with this
site is the project “Establishment of the Black Sea Youth
EcoAcademy” initiated by the Georgian Youth EcoMovement
(SAEM) and implemented within the framework of the
Integrated Coastal Zone Management Programme (ICZM).
Bird research in Georgia is at present the responsibility of
various government institutions (Tbilisi State University,
Institute of Zoology, etc.) and NGOs. Comprehensive field
surveys are needed to update information, and existing
studies require better management, coordination and funding.
Based on a desire to see a thorough revision and reinvigoration
of Georgian ornithology, and in the hope of securing more
effective protection and conservation of birds, the Georgian
Centre for the Conservation of Wildlife (GCCW) in Tbilisi
plans to undertake taxonomic and other studies to determine
the exact composition of the country’s avifauna and the
distribution of each species; to establish the position of the
main Trans-Caucasus migration routes; to investigate the
biology and ecology of the Caucasian endemic Tetraogallus
caucasicus and near-endemic Tetrao mlokosiewiczi, and to make
a thorough study of Gypaetus barbatus and its ecology in the
Caucasus.
The first edition of the Red Data Book of Georgia (1982)
contains 33 bird species and, after revisions (deletions and
additions), 27 species are recommended for inclusion in the
second edition.

Important Bird Areas in Europe – Georgia

ANALYTICAL METHODS

•
•
•
•

GLOSSARY

Data for IBAs 004, 007–009 were compiled from a variety of
published and unpublished sources by A. Gavashelishvili
(Georgian Centre for the Conservation of Wildlife).
Lack of relevant information has made it impossible to
include percentage figures for ‘Habitats’ and ‘Land-uses’.
Data are generally of good quality, at least for IBAs 004,
007–009.
As part of the 1998 Winter Ornithological Monitoring Survey
administered by the Georgian Pipeline Company (GPC),
midwinter (February) bird counts were carried out at nine sites
in coastal Kolkheti by A. Gavashelishvili, Z. Javakhishvili and
G. Darchiashvili. Among the 80 species recorded, the most
numerous were Podiceps cristatus and dabbling ducks (Anas
platyrhynchos, A. crecca).

Kolkheti (Kolkhida) historical and geographical region, particularly rich in
wetlands, occupying most of lowland Georgia west of the Surami (Likhi) ridge.
tugai riparian forest in arid, semi-desert and semi-savanna regions; in Georgia,
characteristically includes Tamarix.
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■ SITE ACCOUNTS
Ritsa

A2, A3

001

Admin region Gudauta, Abkhazeti
Coordinates 43°28’N 40°34’E
Altitude 300–2,500 m Area 16,289 ha

■ Site description
Lake Ritsa and the wooded slopes (forest predominantly of Abies and
Fagus) surrounding it on the southern spurs of the Great Caucasus
range. There are also small areas of meadows, and deep river gorges.
Habitats Forest and woodland (92%; broadleaved deciduous forest; native coniferous forest; mixed
forest), Grassland (alpine/subalpine/boreal grassland), Rocky areas (scree/boulders; inland cliff)
Land-use Nature conservation/research, Tourism/recreation

tributaries, all typical fast-flowing mountain rivers with many
rapids. The valley lies between the Great Caucasus in the north, the
Bzyb range in the south and the Gagra range in the west, towards
which the valley widens. There are steep, in places precipitous, slopes
on the left bank; the right bank is highly fractured by tributaries of
the Bzyb. The forest is mainly of Fagus, Abies, Carpinus, Quercus,
Alnus, with Rhododendron, etc. There is a long and continuing tradition
of bee-keeping at this site (‘Other’ land-use).
Habitats Forest and woodland (93%; broadleaved deciduous forest; native coniferous
forest; mixed forest; broadleaved evergreen forest), Grassland (alpine/subalpine/boreal
grassland), Rocky areas (scree/boulders; inland cliff), Wetland (river/stream)
Land-use Nature conservation/research, Other

■ Birds
■ Birds
Species

Tetrao mlokosiewiczi
Caucasian Black Grouse
Tetraogallus caucasicus
Caucasian Snowcock

Species
Season Year

Pop min Pop max Acc Criteria

R

—

—

— — A2, A3

R

—

—

— — A2, A3

The avifauna includes at least two of the 10 species in Europe that are
restricted (when breeding) to the Eurasian high-montane biome. A total
of 110 species was recorded at the site in the early 1980s; at least
69 species breed, including Gypaetus barbatus, Gyps fulvus, Aquila
chrysaetos, Falco peregrinus, Bubo bubo and other owls, as well as
woodpeckers. Predominant in the subalpine zone are Anthus spinoletta,
Carduelis flavirostris and Carpodacus erythrinus. Species of global
conservation concern that do not meet IBA criteria: Aegypius monachus
(occurs).

■ Protection status
National High International None
16,289 ha of IBA covered by Nature Reserve (Zapovednik) (Ritsa,
16,289 ha).

Season Year

Pop min Pop max Acc Criteria

R

—

—

— — A2, A3

R

—

—

— — A2, A3

The following refers to Pskhu–Gumista, i.e. sites 002 and 003
combined. The avifauna includes at least two of the 10 species in
Europe that are restricted (when breeding) to the Eurasian highmontane biome. A total of 142 species has been recorded at this
site, including 86 passerines and at least 24 raptors. Species of
global conservation concern that do not meet IBA criteria: Aegypius
monachus (non-breeding visitor), Falco naumanni (occurs on passage).
Among breeding raptors are Gypaetus barbatus (2–3 pairs) and
Aquila chrysaetos (up to 2 pairs), while Pernis apivorus, Neophron
percnopterus, Circaetus gallicus (very rare), Circus cyaneus,
C. pygargus, Aquila pomarina, Hieraaetus pennatus, Pandion haliaetus
and Falco vespertinus pass through on migration. Other breeding
species include six woodpeckers, Phylloscopus nitidus and Certhia
brachydactyla.

■ Protection status
National High International None
27,333 ha of IBA covered by Nature Reserve (Zapovednik) (Pskhu–
Gumista, 40,818 ha).

■ Conservation issues
Threats Recreation/tourism (U)

The main threat is the impact of tourists on Lake Ritsa and its environs.
The site was first designated as a Zapovednik in 1930. It lies within
the proposed Abkhazeti Protected Area, part of the Georgian
protected-area system whose establishment is now under way.

Pskhu

Tetrao mlokosiewiczi
Caucasian Black Grouse
Tetraogallus caucasicus
Caucasian Snowcock

A2, A3

002

Admin region Abkhazeti
Coordinates 43°25’N 40°49’E
Altitude 500–2,400 m Area 27,333 ha

■ Site description
The wooded basin of the upper and middle Bzyb river and its

■ Conservation issues
Threats Agricultural intensification/expansion (U), Unsustainable exploitation (U)

The main threat comes from the use for grazing of the unprotected
flower-rich alpine and subalpine meadows lying between the Pskhu
and Gumista Reserves: the grazing animals have to be driven through
the protected forest areas to reach the meadows; there is pressure from
grazing on the forest edge; poaching is a problem in an area above the
tree-line which is the habitat of such rare species as Tetrao
mlokosiewiczi. This IBA, together with Gumista (site 003), lies within
the Pskhu–Gumista Nature Reserve, which falls within the proposed
Abkhazeti Protected Area, part of the Georgian protected-area system
whose establishment is now under way.
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Gumista

A2, A3

003

Species

Admin region Sukhumi, Abkhazeti
Coordinates 43°19’N 40°40’E
Altitude 250–2,200 m Area 13,400 ha

■ Site description
The gorge of the Eastern Gumista river and densely-wooded slopes of
the Bzyb range, beyond which to the north lies Pskhu (site 002),
between the Black Sea and the Great Caucasus. The principal tree
species are Fagus, Castanea, Carpinus, Quercus, Abies, and
Rhododendron.
Habitats Forest and woodland (94%; broadleaved deciduous forest; native coniferous
forest; mixed forest; broadleaved evergreen forest), Rocky areas (scree/boulders; inland
cliff), Wetland (river/stream)
Land-use Nature conservation/research

■ Birds
Species

Tetrao mlokosiewiczi
Caucasian Black Grouse
Tetraogallus caucasicus
Caucasian Snowcock

Season Year

Pop min Pop max Acc Criteria

R

—

—

— — A2, A3

R

—

—

— — A2, A3

These records are for the whole Pskhu–Gumista Nature Reserve; see
the site-account for Pskhu (site 002), which describes the avifauna of
both sites (002 and 003).

■ Protection status
National High International None
13,400 ha of IBA covered by Nature Reserve (Zapovednik) (Pskhu–
Gumista, 40,818 ha).
■ Conservation issues
Threats Agricultural intensification/expansion (U), Unsustainable exploitation (U)

The main threat comes from the use for grazing of the unprotected
flower-rich alpine and subalpine meadows lying between the Pskhu
and Gumista Reserves: the grazing animals have to be driven through
the protected forest areas to reach the meadows; there is pressure from
grazing on the forest edge; poaching is a problem in an area above the
tree-line which is the habitat of such rare species as Tetrao
mlokosiewiczi. This IBA, together with Pskhu (site 002), lies within
the Pskhu-Gumista Nature Reserve, which falls within the proposed
Abkhazeti Protected Area, part of the Georgian protected-area system
whose establishment is now under way.

Kolkheti

A1, A4i, A4iv, B1i, B1iv, B2
Admin region Samegrelo-Svaneti, Guria, Adjara
Coordinates 42°10’N 41°50’E
Altitude 0–200 m Area 150,000 ha

004

■ Site description
An eastern coastal region of the Black Sea consisting of wetlands and
damp woodlands. Evergreen vegetation covers much of the coastline
within the site. The IBA encompasses the Lower Rioni river and Lake
Paliastomi, listed as site SU064 in the previous pan-European IBA
inventory (Grimmett and Jones 1989). The water surface of the Black
Sea in the west and the pattern of the Little Caucasus mountain range
in the east come together to form a migration bottleneck in the
southern part of the site.
Habitats Artificial landscape (arable land; perennial crops/orchards/groves; urban
parks/gardens), Forest and woodland (broadleaved deciduous forest; alluvial/very
wet forest; broadleaved evergreen forest), Grassland (humid grassland), Introduced/
exotic vegetation, Marine areas (open sea; sea inlet/coastal features), Rocky areas
(inland cliff), Wetland (saltmarsh; sand-dunes/sand beach; shingle/stony beach; standing
fresh water; standing brackish and salt water; river/stream; water-fringe vegetation;
blanket bog)
Land-use Agriculture, Fisheries/aquaculture, Forestry, Hunting, Nature
conservation/research, Tourism/recreation, Urban/industrial/transport, Water
management
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■ Birds
Podiceps cristatus
Great Crested Grebe
Ixobrychus minutus Little Bittern
Ciconia nigra Black Stork
Anser erythropus
Lesser White-fronted Goose
Branta ruficollis Red-breasted Goose
Aythya nyroca Ferruginous Duck
Oxyura leucocephala
White-headed Duck
1
Crex crex Corncrake
Charadrius alexandrinus
Kentish Plover

Season Year

Pop min Pop max Acc Criteria

W

1998

9,164

—

A A4i, B1i

B
B
W

1996
1996
1998

Frequent
— B2
2
3 B B2
Uncommon
— A1

W
P
W

1996
1996
1998

Rare
Frequent
Uncommon

— A1
— A1
— A1

B
B

1998
1996

Frequent
Uncommon

— A1
— B2

1. Also frequent on passage.

Migrating raptors (at least 25 species) and other large, soaring birds
are concentrated here in spring and autumn, due to their aversion to
flying over the sea or high mountains. Counts have covered only small
periods of the spring and autumn migration seasons, but include
(seasonal total in brackets) Ciconia nigra (350–500, autumn), Pernis
apivorus (8,420, autumn), Milvus migrans (2,300, spring), Accipiter
brevipes/A. nisus (1,500, spring), Aquila pomarina (268, autumn),
Aquila nipalensis (127, autumn), Buteo buteo (44,900, spring),
Hieraaetus pennatus (156, spring), Circus aeruginosus (181, autumn),
and several species of falcon Falco. The site is also an important
wintering ground and staging place for numerous waterbirds as well
as passerines. Wetlands at the site attract a wide variety of passage
and wintering birds such as Gavia arctica, grebes , Puffinus yelkouan,
Ciconiiformes, wildfowl (several dabbling duck species, also Clangula
hyemalis, Melanitta fusca, Mergus albellus), shorebirds, gulls and terns.
Species of global conservation concern that do not meet IBA criteria:
Pelecanus crispus (uncommon in winter), Haliaeetus albicilla (at least
two breeding pairs and 13 birds in winter), Circus macrourus and Aquila
clanga (both frequent on passage).

■ Protection status
National Low International Partial
554 ha of IBA covered by Nature Reserve (Zapovednik) (Kolkheti,
554 ha). Part of IBA covered by Ramsar Site encompassing Kolkheti
Nature Reserve (Central Kolkheti wetlands of Churia, Nabada, Pichora
and Ispani II).
■ Conservation issues
Threats Agricultural intensification/expansion (B), Aquaculture/fisheries (A),
Consequences of animal/plant introductions (C), Construction/impact of dyke/dam/
barrage (B), Deforestation (commercial) (A), Disturbance to birds (B), Drainage (A),
Dredging/canalization (A), Filling-in of wetlands (A), Firewood collection (A), Forest
grazing (C), Groundwater abstraction (C), Industrialization/urbanization (B),
Infrastructure (A), Recreation/tourism (B), Selective logging/cutting (A), Unsustainable
exploitation (A)

The site was formerly rich in wildlife, but is now impoverished.
Breeding birds in particular have been severely affected by the impact
of human activities in what is a densely populated region, and have
declined dramatically since the beginning of the 20th century. The
main threats are pollution, poaching, deforestation and drainage. The
area of the IBA includes the Kolkheti Ramsar Site and the proposed
Kolkheti Protected Area (National Park), part of the Georgian
protected-area system whose establishment is now under way. A
management plan exists for this site.

Kintrishi

A2, A3

005

Admin region Kobuleti, Adjara
Coordinates 41°45’N 41°49’E
Altitude 450–2,600 m Area 13,893 ha

■ Site description
An area of the west and north-west slopes of the Meskheti range, with
the densely-wooded gorge of the River Kintrishi and many tributaries
with waterfalls and torrents, also subalpine lakes. Main tree species
are Fagus, Castanea, also Carpinus, Alnus, Abies, Picea, etc.; evergreen
shrubs such as Laurus, Rhododendron.

Important Bird Areas in Europe – Georgia

Habitats Forest and woodland (95%; broadleaved deciduous forest; native coniferous
forest; broadleaved evergreen forest), Grassland (alpine/subalpine/boreal grassland),
Rocky areas (inland cliff), Wetland (standing fresh water; river/stream)
Land-use Agriculture, Nature conservation/research

6,388 covered by Nature Reserve (Zapovednik) (Liakhvi Nature
Reserve, 6,388 ha).

■ Conservation issues
Threats Agricultural intensification/expansion, Disturbance to birds

■ Birds
Species

Tetrao mlokosiewiczi
Caucasian Black Grouse
Tetraogallus caspius
Caspian Snowcock

Season Year

R

—

R

—

Pop min Pop max Acc Criteria

Rare
—

—

A2, A3

— — A3

The avifauna of this site is little-studied, with a preliminary list
comprising only 56 species and virtually no information on status and
population. However, the site supports at least two of the 10 species
in Europe that are restricted (when breeding) to the Eurasian highmontane biome. Species of global conservation concern that do not
meet IBA criteria: Falco naumanni (occurs). Also rare at this site are
Gypaetus barbatus, Aquila chrysaetos and Falco peregrinus. Other
breeding birds include Hieraaetus pennatus, Alectoris chukar, Bubo
bubo, woodpeckers, Oriolus oriolus, Corvus corax, etc.

■ Protection status
National High International None
13,893 ha of IBA covered by Nature Reserve (Zapovednik) (Kintrishi,
13,893 ha).
■ Conservation issues
Threats Unknown

There are some violations of the nature reserve (Zapovednik) regime,
with temporary or permanent residence by humans who practise forest
grazing, growing maize, melons, etc. The site lies within the AdjaraImeretian Protected Area, part of the protected-area system which is
now being established in Georgia.

Liakhvi

A2, A3

006

Admin region Tskhinvali, South Ossetia
Coordinates 42°15’N 43°55’E
Altitude 1,200–2,300 m Area 6,388 ha

Only small fragments of alpine and subalpine meadows lie within the
site, while grazing on unprotected meadows adjoining it causes
disturbance; nests, including of rare species such as Tetrao
mlokosiewiczi and Tetraogallus caucasicus, are trampled by grazing
herds which also make incursions into the reserve area. A buffer zone
for better protection is urgently needed. The site was designated as a
Zapovednik in 1977 and is situated just outside the Eastern Caucasus
Protected Area (IBA 007). The fauna of the site, including birds, has
not been well studied.

Eastern Caucasus

A1, A2, A3, B2, B3
Admin region Kakheti, Mtskheta-Mtianeti
Coordinates 42°10’N 45°10’E
Altitude 200–5,047 m Area 678,976 ha

007

■ Site description
The site covers the entire eastern part of the Greater Caucasus in
Georgia. Natural landscapes vary from riparian forests to high
mountain peaks with glaciers. Lakes are found in the alpine zone of
Lagodekhi Nature Reserve. The forests are predominantly deciduous,
with tree species such as Fagus, Betula, Quercus, Carpinus, Castanea,
also Tilia, Populus and some Pinus; Hippophae occurs along streams.
Geologically, the site is mainly made up of Jurassic slates, sandstone,
conglomerates and clay with Cretaceous sediments. The eastern part
of the site is well cultivated. The site encompasses Lagodekhi
(site SU069 in the previous pan-European IBA inventory: Grimmett
and Jones 1989).
Habitats Artificial landscape (arable land; perennial crops/orchards/groves), Forest and
woodland (broadleaved deciduous forest; mixed forest), Grassland (alpine/subalpine/
boreal grassland), Rocky areas (scree/boulders; inland cliff; caves), Wetland (standing
fresh water; river/stream; water-fringe vegetation)
Land-use Agriculture, Forestry, Hunting, Nature conservation/research, Tourism/
recreation, Urban/industrial/transport, Water management

■ Birds
■ Site description
An area on the southern slopes of the main Caucasus range, including
the upper valley of the River Patara-Liakhvi, which divides the site in
two. The relief is complex, with numerous gorges, etc., and the
principal habitat is forest, predominantly of Fagus (between 1,000
and 1,700 m), also Betula, Quercus, Carpinus and some Alnus, Fraxinus
and Corylus.
Habitats Forest and woodland (87%; broadleaved deciduous forest), Grassland (alpine/
subalpine/boreal grassland), Rocky areas (scree/boulders; inland cliff), Wetland (river/stream)
Land-use Nature conservation/research

■ Birds
Species

Tetrao mlokosiewiczi
Caucasian Black Grouse
Tetraogallus caucasicus
Caucasian Snowcock
Carpodacus rubicilla Great Rosefinch

Season Year

Pop min Pop max Acc Criteria

R

—

—

— — A2, A3

R

—

—

— — A2, A3

R

—

—

— — A3

The avifauna includes at least three of the 10 species in Europe that
are restricted (when breeding) to the Eurasian high-montane biome.
At least 71 species have been recorded at this site, including Aquila
chrysaetos (possibly 1–2 breeding pairs) and, among other raptors,
3–4 owl species; Actitis hypoleucos and up to five species of
woodpeckers also breed. Passerines are well represented, with
Phylloscopus nitidus in forests and Eremophila alpestris and Anthus
spinoletta higher up in meadows.

■ Protection status
National High International None

Species
Season Year Pop min Pop max Acc Criteria
Phalacrocorax pygmeus
W 1998
Uncommon
— A1
Pygmy Cormorant
Ixobrychus minutus Little Bittern
B 1998
Common
— B2
Ciconia nigra Black Stork
B 1998
6
— A B2
Gypaetus barbatus Lammergeier
R 1998
10
— A B2
Aquila pomarina Lesser Spotted Eagle B 1998
18
— A B2
Aquila heliaca Imperial Eagle
R 1998
2
— A A1
Aquila chrysaetos Golden Eagle
R 1998
14
— A B2
Tetrao mlokosiewiczi
R 1998
Common
— A2, A3
Caucasian Black Grouse
Tetraogallus caucasicus
R 1998
Common
— A2, A3
Caucasian Snowcock
Crex crex Corncrake
B 1998
Frequent
— A1
Dendrocopos medius
R 1998
Frequent
— B3
Middle Spotted Woodpecker
Prunella collaris Alpine Accentor
R 1998
Common
— A3
Phoenicurus erythrogaster
R 1998
Uncommon
— B2
Güldenstädt’s Redstart
Ficedula semitorquata
B 1998
Frequent
— B2
Semi-collared Flycatcher
Tichodroma muraria Wallcreeper
R 1998
Uncommon
— A3
Lanius minor Lesser Grey Shrike
B 1998
Frequent
— B2
Pyrrhocorax graculus Alpine Chough R 1998
Abundant
— A3
Montifringilla nivalis Snowfinch
R 1998
Frequent
— A3
Carpodacus rubicilla Great Rosefinch R 1998
Uncommon
— A3, B2
Phylloscopus lorenzii
B 1998
Frequent
— A2
Caucasian Chiffchaff

The site is of global importance for Caucasian endemic birds such as
Tetraogallus caucasicus, whose entire population is restricted to the
Great Caucasus range, and for near-endemics such as Tetrao
mlokosiewiczi and Phylloscopus lorenzii, both of which occur in the
Little and Great Caucasus ranges. The site supports seven out of the
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10 species in Europe that are restricted (when breeding) to the Eurasian
high-montane biome—a higher species complement than any
other site on the continent. The site is also of European importance
for its numbers of Gypaetus barbatus and Phoenicurus erythrogaster,
and is nationally important as a wintering ground for various
forest birds, as well as for Phalacrocorax pygmeus and Egretta alba,
being also one of the most important sites in the country for Aquila
chrysaetos and Dendrocopos medius. Species of global conservation
concern that do not meet IBA criteria: Branta ruficollis (occurs on
passage), Haliaeetus albicilla (possibly 1 breeding pair), Aegypius
monachus (status uncertain; possibly breeds), Circus macrourus
(winter). Other breeding raptors include Neophron percnopterus
(16 pairs), Gyps fulvus (35 pairs) and seven species of owl; the status
of Accipiter brevipes (reported from Lagodekhi) is uncertain. Grus grus
and Anthropoides virgo pass through on migration and among
typical mountain passerines at the site are Eremophila alpestris,
Ptyonoprogne rupestris, Anthus spinoletta, Monticola saxatilis and
Serinus pusillus.

■ Protection status
National Partial International None
16,297 ha of IBA covered by Nature Reserve (Zapovednik) (Akhmeta,
16,297 ha). 8,707 ha of IBA covered by Nature Reserve (Zapovednik)
(Kazbegi, 8,707 ha). 17,818 ha of IBA covered by Nature Reserve
(Zapovednik) (Lagodekhi, 17,818 ha).

Species ... continued
Tetraogallus caspius
Caspian Snowcock
Prunella ocularis Radde’s Accentor
Lanius minor Lesser Grey Shrike
Phylloscopus lorenzii
Caucasian Chiffchaff

Season Year Pop min Pop max Acc Criteria
R 1996
Uncommon
— A3, B2

B
B
B

1996
1998
1996

Frequent
Frequent
Frequent

— B2
— B2
— A2

The avifauna includes at least two of the 10 species in Europe that are
restricted (when breeding) to the Eurasian high-montane biome. The
site is of great significance for raptors, with at least 32 species recorded,
and is one of the most important in the country for breeding species,
notably Hieraaetus pennatus, Gyps fulvus (46 pairs in 1996) and others.
There have been two recent records of Hieraaetus fasciatus (status
uncertain). The site is an important migration bottleneck for raptors,
some of which actually stage at the site rather than just passing
through; species include Circaetus gallicus (common), Pernis apivorus,
Milvus migrans, harriers Circus, Accipiter gentilis, Accipiter nisus,
Accipiter brevipes, Aquila pomarina (frequent), Aquila nipalensis, Falco
columbarius and Falco cherrug. Species of global conservation concern
that do not meet IBA criteria: Circus macrourus (frequent on passage).

■ Protection status
National Partial International None
17,948 ha of IBA covered by Nature Reserve (Zapovednik) (Borjomi,
17,948 ha). 50,000 ha of IBA covered by National Park (BorjomiKharagauli, 50,400 ha).

■ Conservation issues
Threats Agricultural intensification/expansion (B), Consequences of animal/plant
introductions (C), Deforestation (commercial) (A), Disturbance to birds (B), Drainage (A),
Dredging/canalization (B), Firewood collection (A), Forest grazing (A), Groundwater
abstraction (C), Selective logging/cutting (A), Unsustainable exploitation (A)

The main threats are habitat destruction: lowland forests, including
the Alazani riparian forest, are threatened by logging and firewood
collection, while mountain forests are being overgrazed by domestic
sheep. Racoon-dog Procyon lotor, introduced into Azerbaijan, has
spread into the Alazani forests of Georgia and has begun to prey on
Phasianus colchicus and their eggs. The outline of the site is about the
same as that of the proposed East Caucasus Protected Area, part of
the protected-area system which is now being established in Georgia.
A management plan exists for this site.

Meskheti

A1, A2, A3, A4iv, B1iv, B2
Admin region Samtskhe-Javakheti
Coordinates 41°35’N 43°10’E
Altitude 700–2,963 m Area 160,000 ha

008

■ Site description
Lying on Tertiary sediments and volcanic bedrock, this site represents
a intermediate zone between the humid ‘kolkheti’ of western Georgia
and the dry mountain ranges of Anatolia (Turkey) and northern Iran.
It abounds in relict and endemic species. The site includes the gorges
of the Mtkvari (Kura) and Paravani rivers in southern Georgia.
Habitats Artificial landscape (arable land; perennial crops/orchards/groves), Forest and
woodland (broadleaved deciduous forest; native coniferous forest; mixed forest),
Grassland (alpine/subalpine/boreal grassland), Rocky areas (scree/boulders; inland cliff;
caves), Scrub (scrub), Wetland (river/stream; water-fringe vegetation)
Land-use Agriculture, Forestry, Hunting, Nature conservation/research, Water
management

■ Conservation issues
Threats Deforestation (commercial) (A), Disturbance to birds (B), Firewood collection (A),
Forest grazing (A), Groundwater abstraction (C), Selective logging/cutting (A),
Unsustainable exploitation (A)

The main threat is unsustainable hunting. A large part of the site’s
area is covered by the Borjomi-Kharagauli National Park and the
proposed Erusheti Protected Area, part of Georgia’s protected-area
system which is now being established, as is Javakheti Ramsar Site,
Georgia’s second site with this protection status. A management plan
exists for this site.

Javakheti plateau

A1, A3, B2

009

Admin region Samtskhe-Javakheti, Kvemo Kartli
Coordinates 41°30’N 43°40’E
Altitude 1,500–3,300 m Area 200,000 ha

■ Site description
The site comprises a plateau mainly at altitudes of 1,900–2,100 m
and almost completely devoid of forest cover. Comparatively dry
subalpine meadows and mountain steppes are the dominant
landscapes. Scattered over the high plateau are about 60 natural lakes,
six of them large, creating a unique type of high-altitude, treeless
wetlands. The human population density is low. The inner part,
especially the Samaras ridge and its surroundings, are practically
virgin lands. Rising up from the plateau like huge cones are some
dormant volcanoes, a vast area around each strewn with boulders
and scree.
Habitats Artificial landscape (arable land; forestry plantation), Grassland (steppe/dry
calcareous grassland; alpine/subalpine/boreal grassland), Rocky areas (scree/boulders;
inland cliff), Wetland (standing fresh water; river/stream; water-fringe vegetation)
Land-use Agriculture, Fisheries/aquaculture, Hunting, Nature conservation/research,
Water management

■ Birds
Species

Gypaetus barbatus Lammergeier
Aegypius monachus Cinereous Vulture
Circaetus gallicus Short-toed Eagle
Buteo rufinus Long-legged Buzzard
Aquila clanga Greater Spotted Eagle
Aquila heliaca Imperial Eagle
Aquila chrysaetos Golden Eagle
Falco naumanni Lesser Kestrel
Tetrao mlokosiewiczi
Caucasian Black Grouse
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Season Year

U
P
B
R
P
P
R
U
R

1996
1998
1998
1998
1996
1996
1998
1998
1996

Pop min Pop max Acc Criteria

Uncommon
Uncommon
Uncommon
Frequent
Frequent
Uncommon
4
—
Frequent
Frequent

—
—
—
—
—
—
A
—
—

B2
A1
B2
B2
A1
A1
B2
A1
A2, A3

■ Birds
Species

Phalacrocorax pygmeus
Pygmy Cormorant
Pelecanus crispus Dalmatian Pelican
Ixobrychus minutus Little Bittern
Anser erythropus
Lesser White-fronted Goose
Marmaronetta angustirostris
Marbled Duck
Aythya nyroca Ferruginous Duck

Season Year

Pop min Pop max Acc Criteria

W

1998

Uncommon

— A1

B
B
P

1996
1998
1996

Frequent
Common
Uncommon

— A1
— B2
— A1

U

1996

Rare

— A1

B

1996

Frequent

— A1
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Species ... continued

Oxyura leucocephala
White-headed Duck
Aquila chrysaetos Golden Eagle
Tetraogallus caspius
Caspian Snowcock
Crex crex Corncrake
1
Otis tarda Great Bustard
Charadrius alexandrinus
Kentish Plover
Prunella ocularis Radde’s Accentor

Season Year

Pop min Pop max Acc Criteria

U

1996

Rare

— A1

R
R

1998
1996

2
— A B2
Uncommon
— A3, B2

B
P
B

1998
1996
1996

Frequent
Uncommon
Uncommon

— A1
— A1
— B2

B

1996

Uncommon

— B2

■ Protection status
National High International None
6,000 ha of IBA covered by Nature Reserve (Zapovednik) (Algeti,
6,000 ha).
■ Conservation issues
Threats Agricultural intensification/expansion (U), Other (U)

1. Large decline in last 20 years.

Two shallow lakes at this site, Madatapa and Khanchali, are
apparently the most important in the country for breeding and
staging waterbirds, including the following species of global
conservation concern: Pelecanus crispus, Phalacrocorax pygmeus,
Marmaronetta angustirostris, Aythya nyroca, Oxyura leucocephala,
Anser erythropus and Crex crex. Breeding non-waterbirds
include Tetraogallus caspius, one of only 10 species in Europe that
are restricted (when breeding) to the Eurasian high-montane
biome. Species of global conservation concern that do not meet
IBA criteria: Tetrax tetrax (uncommon passage visitor). Virtually the
entire Georgian population of Ciconia ciconia (53–61 pairs in 1996)
and Grus grus (at least 10 pairs) is confined to the site. Both Pelecanus
crispus and P. onocrotalus breed only at Kartsakhi lake on the border
with Turkey, but occur commonly in other parts of the site. The site
holds one of the largest populations of Bubo bubo in the country.
Among other notable breeding species are Ardeola ralloides, Melanitta
fusca (common), Circus pygargus (9 pairs), Larus armenicus (abundant)
and Motacilla citreola. The status of Rhodopechys sanguinea is
uncertain.

■ Protection status
National Partial International None
Small part of IBA covered by National Park (Borjomi-Kharagauli,
50,400 ha).
■ Conservation issues
Threats Aquaculture/fisheries (B), Construction/impact of dyke/dam/barrage (B),
Disturbance to birds (C), Drainage (A), Dredging/canalization (C), Unsustainable
exploitation (A)

The main threats are drainage, mowing and disturbance to birds.
Very little research and conservation have so far been carried out at
the site.

Main threats are the beetle Dendroctonus micans infesting Picea forests,
and the chemical and biological control being used to combat this
problem (‘Other’ threat); also the presence of human settlements and
agricultural land breaking up the reserve area. The site was designated
as a Zapovednik in 1965 with the primary aim of protecting forests of
Picea orientalis and Abies nordmanniana on the eastern limit of their
range in the Little Caucasus.

Iori region

A1, B2, B3

011

Admin region Kakheti
Coordinates 41°25’N 46°00’E
Altitude 100–900 m Area 273,996 ha

■ Site description
A characteristically hilly region, with low ridges whose slopes are
naturally eroded, and many gorges that accumulate to form valleys
or taper off into plains. This site belongs to an area with the driest
climate in Georgia; there are steppes and savanna-like landscapes,
arid woodlands and semi-deserts, with an abundance of relict and
endemic plant species. Vegetation at the site is diverse: relict
Bothriochloa and typical Stipa steppes predominate, frequently
represented by Paliurus vegetation; there are scattered savanna-like
woodlands of Celtis and xerophytic species of wild Pyrus; arid
woodlands composed of relict and rare species of Juniperus clothe the
slopes of ridges, while semi-deserts are represented by Artemisia,
Salsola, etc.; riparian forests along the Iori and Alazani rivers include
some of the tugai-type, dominated by Salix and Populus.
Habitats Artificial landscape (arable land; perennial crops/orchards/groves), Desert
(semi-desert), Forest and woodland (broadleaved deciduous forest; mixed forest;
wooded desert/semi-desert), Grassland (steppe/dry calcareous grassland), Introduced/
exotic vegetation, Rocky areas (inland cliff; caves), Scrub (scrub), Wetland (saltmarsh;
river/stream; water-fringe vegetation)
Land-use Agriculture, Forestry, Hunting, Military, Nature conservation/research, Water
management

■ Birds

Algeti

A1

010

Admin region Tetri–Tskaro
Coordinates 41°33’N 44°30’E
Altitude 500–2,000 m Area 6,000 ha

■ Site description
The site lies in the basin of the upper Algeti river, on the wooded
southern slopes of the eastern Trialeti range west of Tbilisi. The relief
is rugged, with gorges of many rivers and cliffs. Forests are composed
mainly of Picea, Abies, Quercus, Carpinus, Fraxinus and Betula.
Meadows are also present.
Habitats Forest and woodland (84%; broadleaved deciduous forest; native coniferous
forest; mixed forest), Grassland (alpine/subalpine/boreal grassland), Rocky areas (inland
cliff), Wetland (river/stream)
Land-use Nature conservation/research

■ Birds
Species
1

Aquila heliaca Imperial Eagle

Season Year

U

—

Pop min Pop max Acc Criteria

—

— — A1

1. Present, possibly breeds.

The site supports over 80 species, but a complete list has yet to be
compiled. Among those known to occur are Accipiter gentilis, Otus
scops, Coracias garrulus, Upupa epops, Dryocopus martius,
Ptyonoprogne rupestris, Monticola saxatilis, Sitta krueperi and Lanius
minor.

Species

Ciconia nigra Black Stork
Gypaetus barbatus Lammergeier
Aegypius monachus Cinereous Vulture
Circaetus gallicus Short-toed Eagle
Buteo rufinus Long-legged Buzzard
Aquila pomarina Lesser Spotted Eagle
Aquila heliaca Imperial Eagle
Falco cherrug Saker
Crex crex Corncrake
Dendrocopos medius
Middle Spotted Woodpecker
Lanius minor Lesser Grey Shrike

Season Year

B
U
R
B
R
B
R
R
B
R

1998
1998
1998
1998
1998
1998
1998
1999
1998
1998

B

1998

Pop min Pop max Acc Criteria

8
— A
5
— A
18
— A
8
— A
20
— A
12
— A
6
— A
2
— A
Frequent
—
Uncommon
—
Common

B2
B2
A1
B2
B2
B2
A1
B2
A1
B3

— B2

This is an outstanding site for raptors, with at least 25 diurnal raptors
and six owls recorded: Neophron percnopterus (12 pairs in 1998), Gyps
fulvus (39 pairs in 1998), Accipiter brevipes (occurs on passage), Aquila
nipalensis (passage and winter visitor), Falco biarmicus (two breeding
pairs in 1988), F. cherrug (occurs in winter, but breeding recently
confirmed for one pair and suspected for a second). Species of global
conservation concern that do not meet IBA criteria: Haliaeetus albicilla
(three resident pairs; marked decline), Circus macrourus (common in
winter), Falco naumanni (uncommon breeder; strong decline), Tetrax
tetrax (passage visitor) and Otis tarda (formerly a breeder in small
numbers, now only a rare passage migrant and winter visitor). This is
the only site in Georgia supporting Francolinus francolinus (common)
and also has the country’s largest population of Alectoris chukar.
Counts of staging Anthropoides virgo in 1986 totalled 2,500–3,500 birds
and Grus grus also passes through on migration. Among other breeding
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species are Delichon urbica (large cliff colonies), Cercotrichas galactotes
(rare and irregular), Sitta tephronota, S. neumayer and Sturnus roseus
(abundant), while Tichodroma muraria visits the area in winter.

■ Protection status
National Partial International None
12,451 ha of the IBA covered by managed nature reserves (Zakazniks):
Chachuna (5,200 ha), Gardabani (3,315 ha), Iori (1,336 ha) and
Korugi (2,600 ha). 8,034 ha of IBA covered by Nature Reserve
(Zapovednik) (Vashlovani, 8,034 ha).

■ Conservation issues
Threats Agricultural intensification/expansion (B), Deforestation (commercial) (A),
Disturbance to birds (B), Dredging/canalization (C), Firewood collection (A), Forest
grazing (A), Groundwater abstraction (C), Unsustainable exploitation (A)

The main threats are overgrazing, unsustainable levels of hunting,
and firewood collection. The limits of the site correspond roughly to
those of the proposed Iori Protected Area, part of the protected-area
system which is now being established in Georgia. A management
plan exists for this site.
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