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Important Bird Areas in Europe – Andorra

GENERAL INTRODUCTION

The Principality of Andorra is located on the southern slopes of
the eastern Pyrenees, on the border between France and Spain. It
forms part of the catchment area of the Valira river (Spain) and
the Ariège river (France), and contains narrow valleys and gorges
surrounded by high mountains.

There is only one Important Bird Area (IBA) in Andorra and it
covers much of the country, with the exception of the main urban
area in the Valira valley (Table 1). Andorra has an area of 468 km2

and a population (in 1996) of about 64,000 divided amongst seven
parishes (an average population density of 136 people per km2).

ORNITHOLOGICAL IMPORTANCE

Sixty-six species of European conservation concern (SPECs) breed
in Andorra. The majority of these do not meet IBA criteria, due to
the small numbers present. Andorra only covers approximately
0.003% of the total land area of Europe and, as such, holds less
than 1% of the total European populations of virtually all species
occurring there. However, one large site has been identified as an
IBA due to the presence of three SPECs, Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax,
Serinus citrinella and Emberiza cia, which breed in internationally
important numbers (Table 2).

Owing to the altitude of the high passes, the extent of visible
migration over Andorra depends mainly on the weather. During
spring, northerly winds trap birds in the valleys. Passage migrants
include Ciconia ciconia, Pernis apivorus and Milvus migrans.

HABITATS

More than a third of the country is covered with broadleaved and
coniferous forests, and rich alpine meadows occur at higher
altitudes. All of the montane and plateau areas are included within
the IBA.

IMPACTS ON IBAs – LAND-USE AND THREATS

Agriculture has declined as a land-use in Andorra, and now occupies
only 7% of the land area. Nearly all meadows have either been
replaced by urban development or succeeded by scrub and
woodland as a result of undergrazing. The main agricultural
activities are tobacco cultivation and the grazing of free-range cattle.
Tourism is the predominant industry, and many of the mountain
slopes have been developed for skiing, causing problems of
disturbance and loss of habitat. Hunting and the use of poisoned
baits pose additional threats.

PROTECTION STATUS

Andorra has no legally protected areas, and no legislation for
the conservation of habitats or for the protection of flora. An
act for the conservation of fauna was voted on in July 1998,
and should result in a list of protected species being fixed by
decree. All birds of prey have been protected by law since February
1988.
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Table 1. Summary of Important Bird Areas in Andorra. 1 IBA  covering 468 km2

IBA 1989
code code International name National name Administrative region Area (ha) Criteria (see p. 11)

001 AD001 Pirineo de Andorra IBA D’Andorra Principat d’Andorra 46,800 B2, B3

Pirineo de Andorra (IBA 001). (PHOTO: JOSEP ARGELICH)
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Approximately 3,400 ha of the IBA are covered by two hunting
reserves (Vedat d’Enclar and Vedat de Xixerella) where hunting is
provisionally prohibited but other types of activity are allowed. A
further zone exists where flora is protected at the local level.

The Andorran government is unable to make decisions regarding
the use of land within the seven parishes. Furthermore, private
landowners have complete control over their land, and neither the
parish nor the government can intervene in land-use decisions.
Expropriation does not exist in Andorra, and there is no official
register of land deeds. This consequently makes it very difficult to
know whom the land belongs to.

Although Andorra now has full status as a state (it entered
the United Nations in 1993), and has been a member of the
Council of Europe since 1994, it is not a member of the European

Community and has signed only one international conservation
treaty relevant to site conservation (Box 1).

CONSERVATION

• Projecte Horitzo: In 1995 two members of l’Associació per a la
Defensa de la Natura (ADN) presented a sustainable development
project for Andorra. Entitled Nature and Ecotourism in Andorra:
an option for the future, it included an action plan for National
Parks and Nature Reserves in Andorra (Palau Puigvert and
Argelich Baró 1996). The document was publicized and copies
distributed to the Andorran population and decision-makers.

ANALYTICAL METHODS

• Bird data were collected over the period 1989–1997.

• 1997 was the final year of data collection for the Atlas of Breeding
Birds of Andorra 1992–1997, which is to be published by ADN
in 1999. This project has allowed more accurate estimates to be
made of numbers of breeding birds than was possible for the
previous pan-European IBA inventory (Grimmett and Jones
1989).

• Breeding data are given as pairs.

• Data on threats were gathered over the period 1973–1998.

GLOSSARY

ADN l’Associació per a la Defensa de la Natura (BirdLife Representative in
Andorra).
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Table 2. Species of European conservation concern with significant
breeding populations at Important Bird Areas in Andorra.

Minimum Proportion (%) of
 national breeding national population

 population breeding at all
Species 1 (pairs) 2 IBAs in Andorra
Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax  Chough 300 100
Serinus citrinella   Citril Finch 500 100
Emberiza cia  Rock Bunting 200 100

1. Only those species of European conservation concern (see Box 1, p. 12) that meet IBA criteria in
Andorra are listed.

2. Data are taken from the BirdLife/EBCC European Bird Database 1998 (Heath and Borggreve 2000).

Box 1. International legislation
and initiatives that are relevant
to site conservation in Andorra
(see Appendix 1 for a general
description of these
agreements).

Global
Biodiversity Convention
Ramsar Convention
Bonn Convention
World Heritage Convention ✔
MAB Programme

Pan-European
Bern Convention

✔ Convention ratified/initiative supported
(✔) Convention signed

Pirineo de Andorra B2, B3 001
Admin region Principat d’Andorra
Coordinates 42°35’N 1°35’E
Altitude 838–2,942 m  Area 46,800 ha

■■■■■ Site description
Forests of Pinus, Abies, Quercus and Betula cover 35% of the IBA,
and rich alpine meadows are also widespread (37% cover). Tobacco
cultivation and the grazing of free-range cattle are the main agricultural
activities, with hay pastures and potato fields increasingly being
replaced by tobacco fields. The main human activities are tourism,
commerce and skiing.

■■■■■ Birds

The IBA is important for forest and high-mountain birds, and holds
internationally important numbers of three breeding species. The
following SPECs also breed: Gypaetus barbatus (1 pair, attempted
to breed in 1996),  Circaetus gallicus (3–5 pairs), Aquila chrysaetos
(3 pairs), Falco tinnunculus (35–90 pairs), Falco peregrinus (3–6 pairs),

Alectoris rufa (7–12 pairs), Perdix perdix hispaniensis (50–80 pairs),
Coturnix coturnix (7–12 pairs), Otus scops (2–3 pairs), Bubo bubo
(2–3 pairs), Caprimulgus europaeus (25–30 pairs), Picus viridis (50–
100 pairs), Lullula arborea (50–75 pairs), Alauda arvensis (200–750
pairs), Hirundo rustica (15–20 pairs), Saxicola torquata (40–80 pairs),
Monticola saxatilis (50–100 pairs), Monticola solitarius (2–6 pairs),
Sylvia cantillans (60–100 pairs), Sylvia undata (20–30 pairs), Lanius
collurio (75–150 pairs) and Emberiza hortulana (4–6 pairs). Several
non-SPECs breed in important numbers, including: Lagopus mutus,
Tetrao urogallus, Charadrius morinellus, Scolopax rusticola, Aegolius
funereus and Dryocopus martius.

■■■■■ Protection status
National None   International None

■■■■■ Conservation issues

Poaching and shooting of species protected under the EC Birds
Directive (Gyps fulvus, Gypaetus barbatus, Aquila chrysaetos) is a
problem. What was once a traditional pastime has intensified, with
the use of semi-automatic weapons and night-vision scopes. Controls
are inadequate and legal ‘seasons’ are flouted. Ski resorts currently
cover about 5% of the country and new developments are planned,
including one in an area where Charadrius morinellus sometimes breeds.
The use of snowmobiles, 4-wheel drive vehicles, scrambling bikes and
mountain bikes is unregulated. Nearly all hay meadows in the south
of the IBA have been converted into tobacco fields with uncontrolled
use of chemicals (fertilizers and pesticides).

■ SITE ACCOUNT

Threats  Abandonment/reduction of land management (B), Agricultural intensification/
expansion (A), Disturbance to birds (A), Industrialization/urbanization (A), Infrastructure (C),
Natural events (C), Recreation and tourism (A), Unsustainable exploitation (A)

Habitats  Forest and woodland (35%; broadleaved deciduous forest; native coniferous
forest; treeline ecotone), Scrub (7%), Grassland (44%; alpine/subalpine/boreal grassland),
Rocky areas (6%), Artificial landscape (8%; arable land; other urban/industrial areas)
Land-use  Agriculture (7%), Tourism/recreation (5%), Urban/industrial/transport

Species Season Year Pop min Pop max Acc Criteria
1 Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax  Chough R 1997 300 500 C B2
Serinus citrinella  Citril Finch R 1997 500 1,000 B B3
Emberiza cia  Rock Bunting R 1996 200 1,000 B B2

1. Very approximate estimate.
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