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GENERAL INTRODUCTION
Albania is bordered by south-western Yugoslavia (Montenegro and
Kosovo), the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia,
north-western Greece, and the southern Adriatic and northern
Ionian Seas. It is one of the smaller European states, having a
surface area of just 28,750 km2. About two-thirds of the country’s
2.9 million inhabitants (an average population density of 100
persons per km2) live in rural settlements, whilst the largest urban
area is the capital city Tiranë, which holds approximately 220,000
people.
Topographically, Albania can be divided into four zones: an
alpine zone, north of the River Drin, with peaks over 2,000 m; a
mountainous zone between the Drin and Osum valleys with

alternating forested mountains and cultivated depressions; a region
of limestone mountains and valleys south of the Osum valley; and
a coastal plain which is up to 60 km wide and traversed by the
Rivers Vijosë, Seman, Shkumbin, Drin, and Erzen.
Fifteen Important Bird Areas (IBAs) have been identified in
Albania, covering a total surface area of 903 km2 (Table 1, Map 1).
This compares to 13 IBAs identified in the previous pan-European
IBA inventory (Grimmett and Jones 1989), all of which remain
IBAs (1989 site AL011 having been joined with 1989 site AL005 in
this inventory), and a further three new sites have been identified
(Table 1). Site 011 (‘Marash mountains’), listed as AL012 in the
previous European inventory, has also been included in this
inventory but, despite investigation, it could not be located or,
therefore, updated.
15 IBAs covering 903 km2

Table 1. Summary of Important Bird Areas in Albania.
IBA 1989
code code

International name

National name

Administrative region

001
002
003
004
005
006
007
008
009
010
011
012
013
014
015

Lake Shkodra (Lake Scadar)
Lake Ohrid
Lake Megali Prespa
Lake Mikri Prespa
Narta lagoon
Karavasta lagoon
Drini delta
Thethi
Lura
Vlora Bay, Karaburun peninsula and Cika mountain
‘Marash mountains’
Lake Butrinti
Velipoja
Patoku lagoon
Lalzi Bay

Liqeni i Shkodres
Liqeni i Ohrit
Liqeni i Prespes se Madhe
Liqeni i Prespes se Vogel
Laguna e Nartes
Laguna e Karavastase
Delta e Drinit
Thethi
Lura
Vlora Bay, Karaburun, Mali i Cikes
‘Mali i Marashit’
Liqeni i Butrintit
Velipoja
Laguna e Patokut
Gjiri i Lalzit

Shkodër
Pogradec
Korçë
Korçë
Vlorë
Fier, Lushnjë
Lezhë, Shkodër
Shkodër
Peshkopi
Vlorë
—
Sarandë
Shkodër
Kruje
Durresi

AL001
AL002
AL003
AL004
AL005, AL011
AL006
AL007
AL008
AL009
AL005, AL010
AL012
AL013
—
—
—

Area (ha)
14,000
9,700
10,000
800
4,180
5,450
2,188
2,300
1,280
35,000
—
1,900
1,500
1,211
800

Criteria (see p.11)
A1, A4i,
A1, A4i,
A1, A4i,
A1
A1, A4i,
A1, A4i,
A1, A4i,
B2
B2
B2
B2
B2
A1
A1, A4i,
B1i

A4iii, B1i
A4iii, B1i
B1i
A4iii, B1i
A4iii, B1i, B2
B1i

B1i
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Map 1. Location, area and criteria category of Important Bird
Areas in Albania. Site 011 is not plotted (location unknown).

Table 4. Species of European conservation concern with
significant breeding populations at Important Bird Areas in
Albania (meeting criteria B2/B3).
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Species 1
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Pelecanus crispus Dalmatian Pelican
Gyps fulvus Griffon Vulture
Aquila chrysaetos Golden Eagle
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Sterna albifrons Little Tern
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2,300 to 9,999
1,280 to 2,299
800 to 1,281
(and unknown)

GREECE
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ORNITHOLOGICAL IMPORTANCE
Much of the ornithological information presented in this chapter is
taken from Zekhuis and Tempelman (1996) and Kayser et al. (1997).
Seven IBAs are important for significant numbers of globally
threatened species (Table 2). In the 1950s and 1960s Albania was
known to be of world importance for breeding Phalacrocorax
pygmeus and Pelecanus crispus. The latter species was thought to
have become extinct as an Albanian breeder by the early 1980s,
Table 2. Important Bird Areas in Albania that are important for
species of global conservation concern (meeting criterion A1).
Species
Phalacrocorax pygmeus Pygmy Cormorant
Pelecanus crispus Dalmatian Pelican
Oxyura leucocephala White-headed Duck
Aquila clanga Greater Spotted Eagle
Numenius tenuirostris Slender-billed Curlew

IBA code
001, 002, 003, 004, 006, 007, 013
005, 006
005
006, 013
014

Table 3. Important Bird Areas in Albania that support important
numbers of one or more congregatory species (i.e. meeting
criteria A4 and/or B1). IBAs meeting both criteria A4 and B1 for
the species are shown in bold. IBAs meeting only criterion B1
for the species concerned, and not A4, are shown in normal
type. For key to ‘Season’, see p. 7).
Species
Podiceps nigricollis Black-necked Grebe
Phalacrocorax carbo Cormorant

Season
W
W
P
Phalacrocorax pygmeus Pygmy Cormorant W
P
Pelecanus crispus Dalmatian Pelican
R
W
Egretta alba Great White Egret
P
Anas penelope Wigeon
W
Anas crecca Teal
W
Anas clypeata Shoveler
W
Netta rufina Red-crested Pochard
W
Bucephala clangula Goldeneye
W
Fulica atra Coot
W
Recurvirostra avosetta Avocet
W
Glareola pratincola Collared Pratincole
B
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IBA code
002
001
006, 007
001, 002, 003, 007
006, 007
006
005, 006
006
005, 006, 015
006
006
002
002, 005, 007
002, 005
006, 014
006

Minimum
national breeding
population
(pairs) 2

Proportion (%) of
national population
breeding at all IBAs
in Albania

40
50
50
100
500

28
2
4
50
15

1. Only those species of European conservation concern (see Box 1, p. 12) that meet B2/B3
criteria at IBAs in Albania are listed.
2. Data are taken from the BirdLife/EBCC European Bird Database 1998 (Heath and Borggreve 2000).

but a population of at least 11 pairs was located in 1985. The present
status of Phalacrocorax pygmeus is unclear, with a large colony
suspected at Lake Shkodra (001). However, significant declines are
thought to have occurred as a result of wetland modification and
destruction.
Eight sites are important for internationally important numbers
of wintering waterbirds (Table 4). One hundred and thirty-five
species of European conservation concern breed in Albania (Tucker
and Heath 1994). However, little data are available on these species
at IBAs, hence only a small number of species are listed in Table 4.
On current knowledge of the species breeding across the border
in Yugoslavia and Greece, it is reasonable to assume that Albania
still supports significant populations of Neophron percnopterus,
Gyps fulvus, Falco naumanni, F. biarmicus, Tetrao urogallus,
Alectoris graeca and Dendrocopos leucotos.

HABITATS
Albania holds four very large lakes, all of which are IBAs, shared
with the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Montenegro), the FYR of
Macedonia and/or Greece, namely: Lake Shkodra (001), Lake Ohrid
(002), Lake Megali Prespa (003) and Lake Mikri Prespa (004). Several
deltas and lagoons along the coast of Albania are IBAs, including
Narta lagoon (005), Karavasta lagoon (006), Drini delta (007), Vlora
Bay (010), Velipoja (013), Patoku lagoon (014) and Lalzi Bay (015).
Overall 87% of IBAs in Albania hold some wetland habitat (Figure 1).
The coastal sites also encompass some marine areas, with 6 IBAs
containing some marine habitat.
The flora in Albania is rich and diverse, reflecting a varied
topography. Despite intensification of agriculture and a rapidly
growing human population, there are still some extensive tracts of
relatively undisturbed forested/mountainous terrain, and 11 IBAs
hold some forest (Figure 1).

IMPACTS ON IBAs – LAND-USE AND THREATS
Hunting, agriculture, recreation, fisheries and forestry are the most
common types of land-use within IBAs in Albania, all present in
more than 60% of sites (Figure 2).
Figure 1. Habitats at Important Bird Areas in Albania
(see Appendix 3 for definitions of habitats).
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Phalacrocorax pygmeus and Pelecanus crispus are known to have
been drained and many of these areas are now being used
intensively, mainly for cattle-grazing (IBAs 001, 002, 003). However,
socio-economic reforms have also resulted in the creation of
artificial wetlands such as reservoirs and canals, although these
are thought to be not as important for birds. Hunting and poaching
are also a threat, affecting over 50% of IBAs.

Figure 2. Land-uses at Important Bird Areas in Albania
(see Appendix 3 for definitions of land-uses).
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These human activities also threaten several sites (Figure 3).
Disturbance to birds is a common threat affecting over 85% of
IBAs, and caused by a range of factors including farmers,
fishermen, gatherers, tourists and grazing animals. Many forests
within IBAs are being degraded and destroyed, mainly as a
consequence of commercial deforestation, but also for the collection
of firewood. The littoral zone formerly held large marshes and
lagoons, but these have been drained in a post-war drive towards
increased agricultural productivity and the eradication of malaria.
Between 1946 and 1974, 60,000 ha were drained and a further
170,000 ha were ‘improved’ for agriculture. Breeding sites for

The National Environmental Agency (NEA)—the former
Committee of Environmental Protection—operates as the only state
body, answerable to the Council of Ministers, dealing with the
environment, based on the legal framework approved by the Law
on Environmental Protection in 1993. NEA implements and
develops governmental policy in the field of environmental
protection.
The development of a modern legislative system for
environmental protection only started after 1991 and is still far
from complete. One aim of the Agency is to complete and improve
the legislation concerning nature protection. With the help of legal
experts (provided by the PHARE programme of the European
Commission) it is working on two principal laws, one for Protected
Areas and one for the Protection of Nature and Biodiversity.
It is understood that six protected area categories exist in Albania
(Z. Dedej in litt.), however only four have been recorded in relation
to IBAs: (1) National Parks (strictly protected with grazing, forestry
and hunting all prohibited), (2) Natural Reserves (created for the
management of one or more species), (3) Game Reserves and, (4)
Protected Landscape Areas. Overall 10 IBAs are at least partly
protected by one or more of these protected-area designations
(Table 5, Figure 4).

Figure 3. Threats at Important Bird Areas in Albania (see Appendix 3 for definitions of threat types and impact categories).
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Figure 4. The national protection status of Important Bird Areas
in Albania.
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Total area of overlap between IBA network in Albania and national protected-area system
(see Table 5 for categories) = 272–284 km2 (30–31% of total IBA area).
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Figure 5. The international protection status of Important Bird
Areas in Albania.
High
1 IBA (7%)
None
14 IBAs (93%)

% of area of
individual
IBA overlaps
with international
protected areas:
High
>90%
Partial 10–90%
Low
<10%
None

Total area of overlap between IBA network in Albania and international protected-area
system (see Table 5 for categories) = 55 km2 (6% of total IBA area).
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Table 5. Protection status of Important Bird Areas in Albania.
A tick (✔) indicates that an IBA overlaps with a protected area
(to any extent).

001
002
003
004
005
006
007
008
009
010
011
012
013
014
015
Total

Lake Shkodra (Lake Scadar)
Lake Ohrid
Lake Megali Prespa
Lake Mikri Prespa
Narta lagoon
Karavasta lagoon
Drini delta
Thethi
Lura
Vlora Bay, Karaburun peninsula
and Cika mountain
‘Marash mountains’
Lake Butrinti
Velipoja
Patoku lagoon
Lalzi Bay
number of IBAs

Box 1. International legislation
and initiatives that are
relevant to site conservation in
Albania (see Appendix 1 for a
general description of these
agreements).

International

ANALYTICAL METHODS

✔
✔
✔

•

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔

•
✔
✔
✔

5

1

4

1

Global
Biodiversity Convention
Ramsar Convention
Bonn Convention
World Heritage Convention
MAB Programme
Pan-European
Bern Convention
Regional
Barcelona Convention

1

✔
✔

•

✔

✔
✔

✔ Convention ratified/initiative supported
(✔) Convention signed

■ International protection
Albania is a contracting party to the Ramsar Convention (Box 1)
and Karavasta lagoon (006) is designated as a Ramsar Site (Table 5,
Figure 5). Six further IBAs fulfil the Ramsar criteria but have not
been designated as Ramsar Sites. Albania is also party to the
Barcelona Convention and in 1998 ratified the Bern Convention
(Box 1). Procedures are currently ongoing to ratify the Bonn
Convention.

CONSERVATION

•

•

Ramsar
Site

Protected
Landscape Area

Game
Reserve

International
name

Natural
Reserve

IBA
code

National
Park

National

laboratory near the lake in order to monitor and further study
the lake, and to involve local people in monitoring and managing
the watershed.
At Narta lagoon (005) a management plan will be prepared as
part of a Global Environment Facility biodiversity project,
coordinated by the Station Biologique de la Tour du Valat
(France).

A project, financed by the World Bank with $1.7 million, started
in 1998 at Lake Prespa (003, 004). This aims to create a

•

The Station Biologique de la Tour du Valat, in cooperation with
the Museum of Natural Sciences (Albania) and PPNEA
(Albania), organized midwinter waterfowl counts in 1994–1996
in Albanian wetlands (Kayser et al. 1997). Much of the wintering
population data presented in this inventory is from these surveys
(Kayser et al. 1995; Bino et al. 1996a; Kayser et al.1997).
LIPU (BirdLife Partner in Italy) and ASBPM (Albanian Society
for the Protection of Birds and Mammals), in collaboration with
the Museum of Natural History of Tirana, organized four
ornithological expeditions in April 1995, January 1996, April
1996 and May 1996, with the participation of LIPU, BTO
(British Trust for Ornithology) and RSPB (Royal Society for
the Protection of Birds, UK) staff members, visiting the coastal
wetlands in winter and spring and also some inland mountain
areas. Much of the data presented in this inventory on mountain
species and migratory waterbirds comes from these surveys
(Bashford and Wilson 1996; Bego et al. 1995; Bino et al. 1996b;
Casale 1997).
In June 1996 an ornithological expedition, under the auspices
of the Foundation International Working Group Waterbird and
Wetland Research (WIWO, The Netherlands), visited all the
main wetlands of Albania (Zekhuis and Tempelman 1996).
Much of the waterbird breeding population data presented in
this inventory are from this survey.
IBA 011 (believed to be called ‘Marash mountains’), described
in the previous pan-European inventory, has also been included
in this inventory but its location remains unknown.
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■ SITE ACCOUNTS
Lake Shkodra (Lake Scadar)

A1, A4i, A4iii, B1i

001

Admin region Shkodër
Coordinates 42°10’N 19°20’E
Altitude 0–10 m Area 14,000 ha

■ Site description
A large freshwater lake in north-east Albania (also known as
Lake Scutari), on the border with Yugoslavia (Montenegro).
Oligotrophic and generally shallow except for a few very deep parts.
Approximately one third of the lake lies within Albania, the remainder
lies in Montenegro (Skadarsko Jezero, site 038). The main human
activities are fisheries, extensive agriculture, hunting and tourism.
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Fisheries are the most important activity and in places are very
intensive.
Habitats Grassland, Wetland (standing fresh water; river/stream; water-fringe
vegetation), Artificial landscape (arable land; ruderal land)
Land-use Agriculture, Fisheries/aquaculture, Hunting, Tourism/recreation

■ Birds
Species

Phalacrocorax carbo Cormorant
1
Phalacrocorax pygmeus
Pygmy Cormorant

Season Year

W
W

1996
1996

Pop min Pop max Acc Criteria

97
596

1,526
1,073

A B1i
A A1, A4i, B1i
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Species ... continued
2

Phalacrocorax pygmeus
Pygmy Cormorant

Season Year

N

1995

Pop min Pop max Acc Criteria

150

150

B A1

1. Also a potential breeding site. >200 breeding pairs on Montenegran side of the Lake.
2. April 1995 record.

The shores of Lake Ohrid are degraded, mainly as a result of cattlegrazing and the close proximity of a road. These factors mean that
breeding possibilities for waterbirds are minimal along the whole shore.
The lake is a proposed World Heritage Site. With an age of 2–4 million
years, this is one of the most ancient lakes in the world, harbouring
many endemic species among its aquatic fauna.

This is an important site for wintering waterfowl, especially
Phalacrocorax pygmeus and Phalacrocorax carbo. Several wintering
waterfowl counts have been carried out; about 13,000 wintering
waterfowl were counted in January 1995 and 1996, and 30,682
waterbirds (representing 26 species) were counted during 2–19 January
1997. Wetlands International have carried out earlier counts on the
Montenegro side of the lake.

■ Protection status
National None International None

Lake Megali Prespa

Threats Agricultural intensification/expansion (A), Aquaculture/fisheries (U),
Disturbance to birds (U), Drainage (U), Unsustainable exploitation (A)

The main threats are land claim for agricultural purposes, and hunting.
The lake shores in the Albanian sector have been heavily claimed and
have lost most of their original natural value, now being used
intensively for agriculture, mainly cattle-grazing, which is also a cause
of disturbance. Hunting is also a serious problem with 150 shooting
hides recorded along 3 km of shoreline in 1993, and the number
increased in 1995 and 1996.

Habitats Scrub (10%; scrub; heathland), Wetland (85%; standing fresh water; waterfringe vegetation), Rocky areas (5%; scree/boulders; caves)
Land-use Fisheries/aquaculture (85%), Hunting (5%), Unknown (10%)

■ Birds
Species
1

A1, A4i, A4iii, B1i

002

Admin region Pogradec
Coordinates 41°00’N 20°45’E
Altitude 750–750 m Area 9,700 ha

■ Site description
A large freshwater lake shared with the Former Yugoslav Republic
of Macedonia (site 005); its total area is 34,800 ha. The lake has deep
waters and stony shores with no reedbeds or other emergent vegetation.
On the Albanian side all the surrounding area is cultivated, mainly
with corn and wheat. The lake is used for many purposes, of which
fisheries are the most important.
Habitats Forest and woodland, Scrub (5%; heathland), Wetland (85%; standing fresh
water), Rocky areas, Artificial landscape (10%; arable land; forestry plantation)
Land-use Agriculture (5%), Fisheries/aquaculture (85%), Forestry (5%), Hunting (10%),
Tourism/recreation (5%), Urban/industrial/transport (5%)

Phalacrocorax pygmeus
Pygmy Cormorant

Season Year

W

1996

Pop min Pop max Acc Criteria

462

462

A A1, A4i, B1i

1. January 1996 data only.

The lake is of high importance for wintering waterbirds. A total of
12,000 individuals were counted in January 1996, including
Phalacrocorax pygmeus, 171 Podiceps nigricollis, 1,268 ducks of six
species and over 10,000 Fulica atra. The importance of the site for
migrating birds is not known. Because of lack of shore vegetation,
and disturbance, the Albanian part of the lake is of minor importance
for breeding waterbirds but it is part of the foraging area of several
species breeding in Macedonian and Greek parts of the lake, including
Pelecanus crispus, Pelecanus onocrotalus and Phalacrocorax pygmeus.

■ Protection status
National High International None
10,000 ha of IBA covered by National Park.
■ Conservation issues
Threats Agricultural intensification/expansion, Aquaculture/fisheries (A), Deforestation
(commercial) (A), Disturbance to birds (U), Natural events (A), Unsustainable exploitation (U)

■ Birds
Species
Podiceps nigricollis
Black-necked Grebe
1
Phalacrocorax pygmeus
Pygmy Cormorant
Netta rufina Red-crested Pochard
Bucephala clangula Goldeneye
Fulica atra Coot

003

■ Site description
A large freshwater lake shared with the Former Yugoslav Republic
of Macedonia (site 006) and Greece (site 047). The total area of the
lake is 27,000 ha. Up until the recent past the lake used to form one
lake with Lake Mikri Prespa (IBA 004), but is now separated and 3 m
lower in altitude. The Albanian sector of the lake has no marshes or
reedbeds. All the surrounding areas are cultivated.

■ Conservation issues

Lake Ohrid

A1, A4i, B1i

Admin region Korçë
Coordinates 40°53’N 20°57’E
Altitude 950–950 m Area 10,000 ha

Season Year Pop min Pop max Acc Criteria
W 1997
991
— — A4i, B1i

W

1996

182

W
W
W

1996
1997
1996

726
235
26,633

215

A A1, A4i, B1i

1,405 A A4i, B1i
— — B1i
40,765 A A4i, B1i

1. 102 individuals 1997.

This is an important site for wintering waterfowl, the most numerous
species being Fulica atra. Counts were carried out in 1995 and 1996
(numbers given refer to waterfowl numbers for the Albanian part of
the lake only); 31,000 individuals (19 species) in 1995, 46,000
individuals (17 species) in January 1996 and 28,018 individuals (17
species) in 1997.

■ Protection status
National High International None
9,700 ha of IBA covered by Protected Landscape Area.
■ Conservation issues
Threats Aquaculture/fisheries (A), Deforestation (commercial) (A), Disturbance to birds (B),
Extraction industry (C), Industrialization/urbanization (B), Recreation/tourism (B),
Unsustainable exploitation (C)

As a result of human activities, the area has lost much of its ecological
value, especially concerning waterbirds. Many of the slopes surrounding
the lake and the greater part of the shores have lost or are losing
vegetation, mostly as a result of cattle-grazing; erosion is a significant
problem that will increase in the near future. The impact of disturbance
by fishermen and hunting is unknown. A project, financed by the World
Bank with $1.7 million, started in 1998. This aims to create a laboratory
near the lake in order to monitor and further study the lake, and to
involve local people in monitoring and managing the watershed.

Lake Mikri Prespa

A1

004

Admin region Korçë
Coordinates 40°50’N 21°05’E
Altitude 853–900 m Area 800 ha

■ Site description
The western end of a mesotrophic, shallow, natural freshwater lake,
shared with Greece (site 047). It is linked to the north with the much
larger Lake Megali Prespa and is fed by seasonal streams. The
main surface of the Albanian part of the lake is covered by reedbeds
and surrounded by rocky scrub. In winter it freezes almost completely.
The area is used for many purposes including grazing by large numbers
of cattle.
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Habitats Scrub (10%), Wetland (80%; standing fresh water), Rocky areas (caves),
Artificial landscape (10%; arable land)
Land-use Agriculture, Fisheries/aquaculture, Hunting, Water management

■ Birds
Species

Phalacrocorax pygmeus
Pygmy Cormorant

Season Year

W

Pop min Pop max Acc Criteria

1997

—

81

A A1

The lake supports very important breeding populations of Pelecanus
crispus and Phalacrocorax pygmeus—although the breeding sites are
in the Greek section of the lake, the birds also forage within the
Albanian section. In winter the Albanian part of the lake is important
for Phalacrocorax pygmeus, but in general for wintering waterbirds
the area is less important as it is covered by ice for several months.
Little data are available on breeding birds but Chlidonias hybridus
(30–50 pairs) and Ixobrychus minutus (2–20 pairs) are known to breed.

■ Protection status
National High International None
800 ha of IBA covered by National Park.
■ Conservation issues
Threats Agricultural intensification/expansion (U), Unsustainable exploitation (A)

The main threat to the site is the unsustainable use of water
resources: water is extracted to irrigate the plains between Korça and
Pogradeci, causing fluctuations and a general reduction of the waterlevels and siltation. The Greek side of the lake is protected as a
National Park.

Narta lagoon

A1, A4i, A4iii, B1i

005

Admin region Vlorë
Coordinates 40°35’N 19°23’E
Altitude 0–5 m Area 4,180 ha

■ Site description
Narta is one of the largest and most important coastal wetlands of
Albania. The site comprises a large, shallow and brackish lake (Lake
Nartes) and a number of coastal lagoons between the Vjose river delta
and the city of Vlore. Large parts of the area have been converted
into agricultural land or saltpans. The lake surface decreases by 30%
(especially when the connection with the sea is blocked) during the
summer and large mudflats are exposed which support saltmarsh.
Coastal habitats include dunes, beaches and rocky shores, with Pinus
pinea and Pinus halepensis. Surrounding habitats consist of olivegroves, pine plantations and scattered poplar plantations. The site
includes the small Pishe Poro lagoon (former (1989) IBA AL011).
Previously, the Narta lagoon IBA also included the Karaburun
peninsula and Sazan island, but these are now included in site 010.
Habitats Forest and woodland (10%; broadleaved deciduous forest), Grassland (20%;
humid grassland), Wetland (60%; mudflat/sandflat; saltmarsh; sand-dunes/sand beach;
coastal lagoon; standing brackish and salt water; river/stream; water-fringe vegetation),
Marine areas (3%; sea inlet/coastal features), Rocky areas (2%; sea cliff/rocky shore),
Artificial landscape (5%; arable land; forestry plantation; ruderal land)
Land-use Agriculture (10%), Fisheries/aquaculture (40%), Forestry (10%), Hunting (100%),
Military (5%), Tourism/recreation (5%), Water management (20%)

■ Birds
Species

Pelecanus crispus Dalmatian Pelican
Anas penelope Wigeon
Bucephala clangula Goldeneye
Oxyura leucocephala
White-headed Duck
Fulica atra Coot

Season Year

Pop min Pop max Acc Criteria

W
W
W
W

1996
1997
1996
1993

8
28
— 22,000
188
382
—
4

W

1997

— 30,256

A
A
A
A

A1, A4i, B1i
A4i, B1i
B1i
A1

A A4i, B1i

An important site for wintering and migratory waterfowl, especially
Pelecanus crispus; 19,663 waterfowl were counted in January 1996, and
81,223 individuals counted in 1997. No waterbird breeding colonies
seem to occur around the lagoon (1996). It is considered as a potentially
very favourable site for the globally threatened Numenius tenuirostris.
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■ Protection status
National None International None
■ Conservation issues
Threats Agricultural intensification/expansion, Aquaculture/fisheries, Deforestation (commercial)
(A), Disturbance to birds (A), Dredging/canalization (A), Groundwater abstraction (A),
Industrialization/urbanization, Recreation/tourism (B), Unsustainable exploitation (B)

The main threats are water pollution from a hydrochloric acid factory
located on the north-east shore, urban expansion, deforestation,
overgrazing, disturbance to birds, dynamite fishing, hunting, tourism
and land claim for enlarging the saltpans. A management plan will be
prepared as part of a GEF Biodiversity project, coordinated by the
Station Biologique de la Tour du Valat.

Karavasta lagoon

A1, A4i, A4iii, B1i, B2

006

Admin region Fier, Lushnjë
Coordinates 40°53’N 19°25’E
Altitude 0–5 m Area 5,450 ha

■ Site description
Karavasta is the largest wetland in Albania, with the Karavasta lagoon
forming the largest part of the complex. The lagoon is shielded from
the sea by a sandy bar (Divjaka) covered with pine forest dominated
by Pinus pinaster and P. pinea. Karavasta comprises a shallow inner
lagoon, and a smaller outer lagoon. The inner lagoon has many
peninsulas and small, low islands with muddy shores and some areas
of bare sand. A sandy bar covered by pines separates the two lagoons.
In the inner lagoon only artisanal fishery is practised, but in the outer
one there are more intensive fisheries.
Habitats Forest and woodland (13%; broadleaved deciduous forest; native coniferous
forest; mixed forest; alluvial/very wet forest), Scrub (5%; scrub), Wetland (67%; mudflat/
sandflat; saltmarsh; sand-dunes/sand beach; coastal lagoon; standing brackish and salt
water; river/stream; water-fringe vegetation), Marine areas (10%; open sea), Artificial
landscape (5%; arable land; other urban/industrial areas)
Land-use Agriculture (5%), Fisheries/aquaculture (85%), Forestry (15%), Hunting (35%),
Nature conservation/research (15%), Tourism/recreation (10%)

■ Birds
Species

Phalacrocorax carbo Cormorant
Phalacrocorax pygmeus
Pygmy Cormorant
Pelecanus crispus Dalmatian Pelican
Pelecanus crispus Dalmatian Pelican
Egretta alba Great White Egret
Anas penelope Wigeon
Anas crecca Teal
Anas clypeata Shoveler
Aquila clanga Greater Spotted Eagle
Aquila clanga Greater Spotted Eagle
Recurvirostra avosetta Avocet
Glareola pratincola Collared Pratincole
Sterna albifrons Little Tern

Season Year

Pop min Pop max Acc Criteria

P
P

1996
1996

1,800
400

1,800
400

A B1i
A A1, A4i, B1i

R
W
P
W
W
W
W
N
W
B
B

1996
1996
1992
1997
1996
1997
1996
1992
1996
1996
1993

11
62 A A1, A4i, B1i
139
171 A A1, A4i, B1i
220
220 A A4i, B1i
— 24,643 A A4i, B1i
5,241 9,720 A B1i
— 5,162 — A4i, B1i
—
6 A A1
3
3 A A1
1,079 1,763 A A4i, B1i
50
130 A B1i, B2
75
100 B B2

The site is important for wintering waterbirds (45,000 individuals in
1996; 68,171 individuals in 1997) and for breeding colonial waterbirds,
including Pelecanus crispus. The site is also potentially very important
for the globally threatened Numenius tenuirostris.

■ Protection status
National Partial International High
1,250 ha of IBA covered by National Park (Divjaka). 4,200 ha of IBA
covered by Game Reserve. 5,450 ha of IBA covered by Ramsar Site
(Karavasta Lagoon; 20,000 ha).
■ Conservation issues
Threats Deforestation (commercial) (B), Disturbance to birds (B), Firewood collection (C),
Forest grazing (C), Recreation/tourism (B)

A management plan has been developed. The area is threatened by
plans to build a new recreation complex and by plans to drain parts
of the lagoon (1996). Disturbance is high from tourists, local people
and illegal fishing.
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Drini delta

A1, A4i, B1i

007

Admin region Lezhë, Shkodër
Coordinates 41°47’N 19°37’E
Altitude 0–5 m Area 2,188 ha

■ Conservation issues
Threats Deforestation (commercial) (A), Disturbance to birds (A), Firewood collection (U)

■ Site description
Drini delta is a complex of relatively intact coastal lakes, marshes and
forests. The site is divided in two parts: Kune is the northern part of
the Drini river and Ceka the southern part. The north and north-east
borders of this site are formed by the Barbalush mountains, the south
by the Drini river. The main habitats are brackish lagoons, sandbars
and beaches, marshes, reedbeds and scattered woodland areas and
pine plantations. The surrounding area is cultivated and has a large
system of dykes, dams, ditches and channels.
Habitats Forest and woodland (15%; broadleaved deciduous forest; mixed forest), Scrub
(5%; scrub; sclerophyllous scrub/garrigue/maquis), Wetland (65%; mudflat/sandflat;
saltmarsh; sand-dunes/sand beach; coastal lagoon; standing fresh water; standing
brackish and salt water; river/stream), Marine areas (5%; open sea), Artificial landscape
(10%; arable land)
Land-use Agriculture (10%), Fisheries/aquaculture (45%), Forestry (15%), Hunting (70%),
Nature conservation/research (20%), Tourism/recreation (5%), Water management

Lura

Species
Phalacrocorax carbo Cormorant
Phalacrocorax pygmeus
Pygmy Cormorant
Phalacrocorax pygmeus
Pygmy Cormorant
Bucephala clangula Goldeneye

Habitats Forest and woodland (broadleaved deciduous forest; native coniferous forest;
treeline ecotone), Grassland (alpine/subalpine/boreal grassland), Wetland (standing fresh
water; river/stream; fen/transition mire/spring)
Land-use Agriculture, Forestry, Hunting, Nature conservation/research, Tourism/
recreation

■ Birds
Aquila chrysaetos Golden Eagle

Season Year Pop min Pop max Acc Criteria
P 1992
1,100 1,100 A B1i
P 1992
650
650 A A1, A4i, B1i

W

1996

120

357

A A1, A4i, B1i

W

1996

124

431

A B1i

The area is important for several waterbirds; winter waterbird censuses
recorded 17,000 individuals in January 1995, and 9,000 individuals in
January 1996.

■ Protection status
National Partial International None
The IBA includes parts of four Natural Reserves, totalling 5,500 ha.

Season Year

R

—

Pop min Pop max Acc Criteria

—

Threats Aquaculture/fisheries (A), Deforestation (commercial) (A), Disturbance to birds (A),
Drainage (A), Dredging/canalization (A), Firewood collection (C), Forest grazing (C),
Industrialization/urbanization (B), Recreation/tourism (A), Unsustainable exploitation (A)

Harvesting of wood has destroyed a large part of the broadleaved
forest and older pine plantations. Birds in parts of the area are
disturbed by tourists. There has been an EU-funded project to start
management planning, including a workshop.

Thethi

B2

008

Admin region Shkodër
Coordinates 42°30’N 19°45’E
Altitude 725–2,570 m Area 2,300 ha

■ Site description
A mountainous area with Fagus and Abies alba forests, thickets of
Pinus heldreichii and high-altitude alpine pastures.
Habitats Forest and woodland (broadleaved deciduous forest), Scrub, Grassland (alpine/
subalpine/boreal grassland), Rocky areas (scree/boulders; inland cliff)
Land-use Agriculture, Forestry, Nature conservation/research, Tourism/recreation

— — B2

This is an important site for breeding Aquila chrysaetos, and also
Tetrao urogallus and Alectoris graeca (1989 data only, no recent data
available).

■ Protection status
National High International None
1,280 ha of IBA covered by National Park (Lura, 1,280 ha).
■ Conservation issues
Threats Deforestation (commercial) (A), Disturbance to birds (A), Firewood collection (U)

The main threat is deforestation by clear-felling.

Vlora Bay, Karaburun peninsula
and Cika mountain

■ Conservation issues

009

■ Site description
A mountainous area with Fagus and Abies alba forests, lakes and bogs
with Pinus mugo and areas of Taxus baccata.

Species

■ Birds

B2

Admin region Peshkopi
Coordinates 41°45’N 20°15’E
Altitude 1,375–2,121 m Area 1,280 ha

B2

010

Admin region Vlorë
Coordinates 40°10’N 19°40’E
Altitude 475–2,018 m Area 35,000 ha

■ Site description
This site includes Vlora Bay, Karaburun peninsula, Orikumi lagoon,
Sazan island and Cika mountain. Vlora Bay includes the sea gulf of
Vlora and part of the coastal area with rocky shores and cliffs, sandy
beaches and a small lagoon (Orikumi). Karaburun peninsula and
Sazan island are rocky areas with scattered Mediterranean scrub, and
are military areas. Cika mountain (previously Llogara IBA AL010) is
a mountain area with forests of Pinus austriaca and flora typical of
calcareous soil.
Habitats Forest and woodland (20%; broadleaved deciduous forest; native coniferous forest;
mixed forest), Scrub (35%; sclerophyllous scrub/garrigue/maquis), Grassland (5%; alpine/
subalpine/boreal grassland), Wetland (5%; coastal lagoon), Marine areas (40%; open sea;
sea inlet/coastal features), Rocky areas (5%; sea cliff/rocky shore; rock stacks/islets; scree/
boulders; inland cliff; caves), Artificial landscape (5%; arable land; urban parks/gardens)
Land-use Agriculture (5%), Forestry (20%), Hunting (30%), Military (35%), Nature
conservation/research (5%), Tourism/recreation (5%)

■ Birds
■ Birds
Species

Gyps fulvus Griffon Vulture

Species
Season Year

R

—

Pop min Pop max Acc Criteria

—

— — B2

This is an important site for large raptors and Tetrao urogallus (1989
data only, no recent data available).

■ Protection status
National High International None
2,300 ha IBA covered by National Park (Thethi, 2,300 ha).

Aquila chrysaetos Golden Eagle

Season Year

R

1989

Pop min Pop max Acc Criteria

—

4 — B2

This site is believed to be important for breeding raptors. Neophron
percnopterus, Circaetus gallicus, Aquila chrysaetos and Hieraaetus
fasciatus were observed in 1991 and 1996, but breeding numbers are
unknown.

■ Protection status
National None International None
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■ Conservation issues
Threats Deforestation (commercial) (B), Disturbance to birds (B), Firewood collection (C),
Forest grazing (C), Recreation/tourism (B), Unsustainable exploitation (C)

■ Protection status
National Partial International None
IBA covered by Game Reserve.
■ Conservation issues
Threats Disturbance to birds (A), Recreation/tourism (A)

‘Marash mountains’

B2

011

Admin region —
Coordinates —
Altitude 1,000–1,500 m Area —

Velipoja

■ Site description
This site was included in the previous European inventory (Grimmett
and Jones 1989) as site AL012 (‘Marshabit’; 42°05’N 20°07’E;
c.1,000 ha; Curri district) but despite substantial investigation the
site cannot be located on the ground. As a precautionary measure
it remains in this inventory. The text from 1989 reads as follows:
“a mountainous area with heterogeneous forests containing five major
tree species: Pinus austrica, Abies alba, Fagus sp., Tilia cordata, and
Castanea sativa. Although the area is unprotected there is no forestry,
and the structure of the woods is typical of old mountainous forests.”
Habitats Forest and woodland (broadleaved deciduous forest)
Land-use Unknown

■ Birds
“In May 1986, at an altitude of 1,100 m, six different species of raptors
were observed: Buteo rufinus, Aquila chrysaetos, Hieraaetus fasciatus,
Falco tinnunculus, F. subbuteo, and F. peregrinus. Among the birds
observed in May 1987, six different species of woodpeckers were noted
including Dryocopus martius and Dendrocopos medius. Bonasa bonasia
is killed every year by local hunters and Tetrao urogallus is present.”
■ Protection status
National None International None

■ Site description
The site includes two coastal areas: the Viluni (or Velipoja lagoon)
(390 ha) and surrounding Velipoja Game Reserve (694 ha); and the
inland Dumi wetland (Keneta e Dumit) comprising a large reedbed.
Viluni lagoon is a large, shallow coastal lagoon at the feet of a rocky
and forested mountain area (Bregulbunes mountains). The
surrounding marshes and the Dumi wetland are drained by a channel.
Sand-dunes, beaches and small brackish pools are found along the
coastline, while along the Buna river and its delta (to the north and
within the IBA) there is riparian deciduous woodland. The main landuses are hunting, fishing, agriculture and tourism.
Habitats Forest and woodland (20%; broadleaved deciduous forest), Scrub (15%; scrub;
sclerophyllous scrub/garrigue/maquis), Wetland (45%; sand-dunes/sand beach; coastal
lagoon; standing fresh water; standing brackish and salt water; river/stream; water-fringe
vegetation), Marine areas (10%; sea inlet/coastal features), Artificial landscape (10%;
arable land; forestry plantation)
Land-use Agriculture (5%), Fisheries/aquaculture (25%), Forestry (20%), Hunting (60%),
Military (20%), Tourism/recreation (5%)

Species

Phalacrocorax pygmeus
Pygmy Cormorant
Phalacrocorax pygmeus
Pygmy Cormorant
Aquila clanga Greater Spotted Eagle

Threats Unknown

B2

012

Admin region Sarandë
Coordinates 39°50’N 20°00’E
Altitude 0–0 m Area 1,900 ha

■ Site description
A brackish coastal lake in the southern part of Albania, with an outlet
to the sea via a channel of about 4 km. The lake (1,630 ha) is used for
extensive mussel-farming and hunting, and is surrounded by hills with
orchards and scattered maquis. Water-fringe vegetation is poor, apart
from an area (50 ha) on the north side that includes Phragmites, Scirpus
and wet grasslands. The channel to the sea has Salicornia-covered islands
and small coastal marshes. The nearby small lake of Bufi, included within
the IBA, is fringed with reedbeds.
Habitats Forest and woodland (10%; broadleaved deciduous forest), Scrub (10%;
sclerophyllous scrub/garrigue/maquis), Wetland (45%; shingle/stony beach; coastal
lagoon; standing fresh water; standing brackish and salt water; water-fringe vegetation),
Marine areas (10%; open sea; sea inlet/coastal features), Rocky areas (15%; scree/
boulders; inland cliff), Artificial landscape (5%; arable land)
Land-use Agriculture (10%), Fisheries/aquaculture (35%), Hunting (30%), Tourism/
recreation (10%), Urban/industrial/transport (5%), Unknown (10%)

Season Year

Pop min Pop max Acc Criteria

W

1996

33

62

A A1

P

1996

49

49

A A1

W

1996

—

3

A A1

Herons, Platalea leucorodia and Phalacrocorax pygmeus used to breed
inside the reserve, close to the mouth of the Buna river, but they no
longer do so, probably due to increased illegal disturbance and woodcutting inside the reserve. The birds now breed on Ada island, on the
Montenegro side of the river, but still use the habitat on the Albanian
side for feeding. The site is also important for wintering waterfowl (max.
8,000 individuals in 1993) and for migratory waterbirds.

■ Protection status
National Partial International None
694 ha of IBA covered by Game Reserve (694 ha).
■ Conservation issues
Threats Aquaculture/fisheries (B), Deforestation (commercial) (A), Disturbance to birds (A),
Firewood collection (A), Forest grazing (A), Recreation/tourism (A)

Drainage, poaching, hunting and disturbance to birds are the main
threats. Stricter adherance to the legislation within the reserve may
make it possible for the breeding colony to re-establish.

Patoku lagoon
■ Birds
Given that there are few large natural tectonic lakes with reedbeds in
the Balkans, the site is believed to be of importance, especially for
birds breeding in reedbeds, and criterion B2 has been applied.
However, data are incomplete and numbers currently fall below the
IBA thresholds; disturbance may also contribute to the low counts.
The site also supports substantial numbers of wintering waterbirds;
censuses recorded 7,700 individuals in January 1995, and 8,300
individuals in January 1996.
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013

■ Birds

■ Conservation issues

Lake Butrinti

A1

Admin region Shkodër
Coordinates 41°52’N 19°26’E
Altitude 0–50 m Area 1,500 ha

A1, A4i, B1i

014

Admin region Kruje
Coordinates 41°38’N 19°36’E
Altitude 0–1 m Area 1,211 ha

■ Site description
The site includes two brackish, shallow, coastal lagoons, separated
from the sea by two sandbars, with an outlet to the Adriatic Sea in the
centre. At low tide several hectares of mudflats are exposed. The site
includes the riparian Fushe-Kushe forest with Alnus glutinosa and
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Populus alba, extending for approximately 50 ha. Adjacent marshes
have reedbeds with Juncus maritimus and Typha angustifolia. Until
recent drainage the site encompassed 4,200 ha of wetland. The main
land-uses are fishing, agriculture, grazing, hunting (the area is a Game
Reserve) and tourism (along the sandbars).
Habitats Forest and woodland (10%; native coniferous forest; alluvial/very wet forest),
Scrub (10%), Wetland (60%; mudflat/sandflat; saltmarsh; sand-dunes/sand beach;
coastal lagoon; standing brackish and salt water; river/stream; water-fringe vegetation),
Artificial landscape (20%; arable land)
Land-use Agriculture (20%), Fisheries/aquaculture (40%), Forestry (10%), Hunting (80%),
Tourism/recreation (10%)

■ Birds
Species

Recurvirostra avosetta Avocet
1
Numenius tenuirostris
Slender-billed Curlew

Season Year

W
P

1996
1992

Pop min Pop max Acc Criteria

87
—

1,034
5

A A4i, B1i
A A1

1. Observed November 1992.

The area is particularly important for migratory and wintering waders
(c.4,000 waterbirds present each year), including the globally
endangered Numenius tenuirostris. Formerly a colony of 20–30 pairs
of Pelecanus crispus bred on Cabok island.

■ Protection status
National High International None
1,211 ha of IBA covered by Game Reserve (1,211 ha).
■ Conservation issues
Threats Agricultural intensification/expansion (A), Aquaculture/fisheries (A),
Deforestation (commercial) (A), Disturbance to birds (A), Drainage (A), Dredging/
canalization (A), Firewood collection (A), Forest grazing (B), Recreation/tourism (B),
Unsustainable exploitation (B)

The main threats are wetland drainage and human disturbance. Other
threats include illegal activities such as dynamite fishing, wood-cutting
inside the hunting reserve, and hunting at night.

Lalzi Bay

B1i

015

Admin region Durresi
Coordinates 41°18’N 19°30’E
Altitude 0–0 m Area 800 ha

■ Site description
A coastal area north of the town of Durresi, including mainly sea
inlets and coastal features important for wintering ducks, and a sandy
shore with a few small brackish lagoons. The site also includes the
outlet of the Erzeni river. The main land-uses are agriculture, grazing,
hunting, and fishing.
Habitats Forest and woodland (10%; native coniferous forest; mixed forest), Scrub (10%),
Grassland (dry siliceous grassland), Wetland (10%; mudflat/sandflat; saltmarsh; sanddunes/sand beach; coastal lagoon; standing brackish and salt water; river/stream; waterfringe vegetation), Marine areas (40%; sea inlet/coastal features), Artificial landscape
(30%; arable land; forestry plantation)
Land-use Agriculture (20%), Fisheries/aquaculture (10%), Forestry (30%), Hunting (80%),
Military (10%), Tourism/recreation (10%)

■ Birds
Species

Anas penelope Wigeon

Season Year

W

1996

Pop min Pop max Acc Criteria

643

5,000

B B1i

This is an important site for wintering and migratory waterbirds, with
10,000 individuals recorded in January 1996.

■ Protection status
National None International None
■ Conservation issues
Threats Deforestation (commercial) (A), Disturbance to birds (A), Firewood collection (A),
Forest grazing (B), Recreation/tourism (A)

As in most Albanian wetlands, disturbance by farmers, fishermen,
gatherers, tourists and grazing animals limit the reproductive success
of breeding waterbirds.
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