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White-throated Mountain-babbler Kupeornis gilberti. (ILLUSTRATION: MARK ANDREWS)

GENERAL INTRODUCTION
The Republic of Cameroon covers an area of c.475,440 km² and
extends from about 1°45’N to 13°N and between about 8°25’E and
16°20’E. It is bordered to the east by Chad and the Central African
Republic, to the south by the Republic of Congo, Gabon and
Equatorial Guinea and to the west by Nigeria. The south-western
border comprises a 350-km stretch of Gulf of Guinea coastline,
while the extreme north of the country is bordered by Lake Chad.
Based upon location, topography and climate, Cameroon can
be divided into four main biogeographic regions. These are the
lowland forest region, Mount Cameroon and the western highlands,
the Adamaoua plateau and northern Cameroon.
The lowland forest region—between about 2°N and 6°N the
country is almost entirely covered in Guineo–Congolian rainforest.
This region can, on the basis of climate and vegetation structure
and composition, be sub-divided into two, the littoral plain and the
southern plateau. The littoral plain extends inland from the coast
for about 150–200 km and reaches a maximum altitude of about
300 m. The climate here divides into two poorly defined seasons, in
which the nine months from March to November are wet while
from December to February is relatively dry. As a consequence,
rainfall totals are high with an annual average of about 2,000 mm.
Relative humidity is invariably near saturation at all times of the
year, while mean monthly temperatures vary only slightly, between
25°C and 27°C. The natural vegetation of the area is coastal evergreen
rainforest in which Caesalpiniaceae are common (Letouzey 1968,
1985). These forests are under severe pressure from logging,
commercial agriculture (mainly industrial plantations of oil-palm,
banana and rubber), poaching of large mammals and other forms
of unsustainable exploitation.
The southern plateau extends from the eastern limit of the littoral
plain, from which it is separated by steep escarpments, all the way
east to the borders with the Central African Republic and Congo.

The average altitude of the plateau is 600–700 m. Along the contact
zone with the littoral plain, however, there is a series of hills or
massifs which rise to over 1,000 m. The most important of these, the
Ngovayang Hills and the Yaoundé massif, are found in an area
between Yaoundé and Ebolowa. Typically, these hills bear extensive
bare rocky outcrops, which conspicuously obtrude above the
surrounding forest. The climate is an equatorial one with four
seasons; two wet (March–June and September–November) and two
dry (July–August and December–February). Annual precipitation
on the plateau varies between 1,500 mm and 1,700 mm, the annual
mean temperature is about 24°C and relative humidity is generally
between 70% and 90%.
The vegetation on the plateau comprises mixed moist semievergreen Guineo–Congolian rainforest, which predominates on the
southern parts of the plateau, and drier, peripheral semi-evergreen
rainforest in the north. The northern limit of the mixed moist semievergreen rainforest lies between 3°N and 4°N, but it is not clearly
defined, due to the intrusion of drier, semi-evergreen rainforest, partly
as a consequence of logging and farming. The drier forest is found
between 4°N and 6°N, reflecting the reduced precipitation and the
relatively longer and more well-marked dry season of the area. Along
its northern limits the forest dwindles to galleries fringing major
rivers. It is noteworthy, however, that in some areas of the forest–
savanna contact zone, between 5°N and 6°N; the forest appears to
be expanding actively into the savanna. Threats in this area include
logging, agricultural encroachment, poaching and other forms of
unsustainable exploitation of forest products.
Mount Cameroon and the western highlands—the Cameroon
Highlands, which penetrate to a limited degree into south-eastern
Nigeria (as the Mambilla and Obudu plateaus) and which include
the offshore island of Bioko, part of Equatorial Guinea, are an
area of largely volcanic upland that extend in south-west–northeast alignment across the country, from Mount Cameroon on the
coast at c.4°N as far inland as the Mandara mountains in the north-

1. Authorial responsibilities are listed in ‘Comments on the inventory’ (p. 143).
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west at c.11°N. Mount Cameroon is the only active volcano in the
region; the most recent eruption was recorded in March–April 1999.
The tallest peak is 4,095 m on Mount Cameroon, while the mean
maximum height of the western highlands is about 2,000 m.
Apart from the seaward slopes of Mount Cameroon, which
receive between 6,000 mm and 10,000 mm of rain annually, the
climate of the region is seasonal, with a marked dry season from
December to March and a wet season that extends from April to
November. Annual rainfall in the highlands is variable, between
1,200–1,500 mm in central parts, particularly the Bamenda
highlands (c.6°N), and between 2,000–5,000 mm in the much wetter
southern parts, between Mount Cameroon to the Mount
Manengouba area (5°N). Average annual temperatures range
between 15°C and 19°C, but are lower at higher altitudes on Mount
Cameroon and on Mount Oku (3,011 m) in the Bamenda highlands.
In the southern part of this region, between Mount Cameroon
and Manengouba, the predominant vegetation between sea-level
and 800–900 m is coastal evergreen rainforest which is gradually
replaced between 1,000–2,000 m by montane forest. Above 2,300 m
(Mount Cameroon) to 2,900 m (Oku), the forest is replaced by
montane shrubland and grassland. In central and northern parts,
from the Bamenda highlands and other adjacent mountains
(Tchabal Mbabo and Tchabal Gandaba, c.7°N) northwards to the
western limit of the Adamaoua plateau, montane forest becomes
increasingly limited and fragmented and is generally surrounded
by wooded grassland or, locally, farms. The Bamiléké plateau, to
the east and south-east of the Bamenda highlands at 1,200–1,400 m,
is now largely dominated by anthropogenic vegetation (with live
fences in rural areas) and areas of wooded grassland. Vestiges of
forest do remain, in the form of galleries and scattered sacred forests,
relatively well-preserved by taboo. Montane forest in Cameroon
historically covered an area of c.4,500 km², but is under severe
pressure from agricultural encroachment. The region is one of the
most densely populated of the country, largely because of the fertile
volcanic soils.
The Adamaoua plateau—there is no marked ecological
discontinuity between the western highlands and the Adamaoua
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plateau, a large massif which divides the country in two, from west
to east between 6°N and 8°N, at an average altitude of 1,100 m,
but varying between 900–1,500 m. It is demarcated along its
northern and, particularly, its southern boundaries by steep scarps.
Annual precipitation varies between 1,200–1,500 m, with mean
annual temperatures of about 21°C. In general, the climate of the
region is highly seasonal with clear-cut wet and dry (November to
March) seasons. The vegetation on the plateau is largely dominated
by gallery forest and a mosaic of drier semi-evergreen rainforest,
woodland, grassland, and montane elements. Threats include
uncontrolled bush fires, clearance for farming and overgrazing.
Northern Cameroon—this region includes the whole area
extending from the Bénoué Plain, which abuts the northern slopes
of the Adamaoua plateau, north to Lake Chad. In general, altitudes
do not exceed 300 m, apart from a number of large ‘hossérés’, i.e.
scattered peaks such as the Alantica and Mandara mountains, along
the border with Nigeria, and Hosséré Vokré, which reaches 2,049 m.
Average annual rainfall decreases from about 1,500 mm near the
Adamaoua plateau to about 400 mm around Lake Chad. There is
a corresponding increase in the length of the dry season, from five
months in southern parts to 8–9 months at Lake Chad. The annual
mean temperature is about 28°C. Reflecting the trend of decreasing
amounts of rainfall northwards, the vegetation changes from
wooded grassland and gallery forest near the Adamaoua plateau
to semi-arid Sahelian grassland around Lake Chad. There are
extensive flood-plains in the vicinity of Lake Chad and also along
major rivers, including the Bénoué and Logone. Threats include
uncontrolled bush fires, clearance for farming and overgrazing.
The drainage system of the country is complex, with four major
river basins, each of which holds several important river systems.
These are the Atlantic basin, comprising the Ntem, Nyong, Sanaga,
Wouri (Nkam), Mungo and Ndian Manyu (or Cross) rivers, the
Congo basin (the Kadeï, Dja-Ngoko and Sangha rivers), the Niger
basin (the Bénoué) and the Chad basin (the Logone). The
Adamaoua plateau is a major watershed since several of these river
systems originate either from its northern (the Bénoué and the
Logone) or its southern slopes (the Sanaga and the Kadeï).
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Cameroon encompasses an intricate mosaïc of diverse habitats
which harbour an extremely rich flora and fauna. Over 9,000 species
of plants have been recorded, of which 160 may be endemic. The
majority of endemic taxa are concentrated around Mount
Cameroon and the other highland areas. At least 320 species of
mammal occur (of which 16 are endemic) (Dowsett, personal data),
more than 250 species of reptile (20 or more endemic) and about
200 species of amphibian (with, including neighbouring eastern
Nigeria, more than 60 endemic).
The human population of Cameroon is estimated to be about
14 million, with an average density of 22–25 people/km², and with
an annual growth-rate of 2.9%. More than three-quarters of the
population are, however, concentrated in less than a fifth of the
territory and, apart from urban areas, there are three regions with
high population densities. These are the western highlands,
including the Bamiléké plateau, where densities reach between 50
and 200 persons/km², western parts of the southern plateau (the
area around Yaoundé, Sangmélima and Bafia) with densities of
between 25 and 100 persons/km², and the extreme north (Mount
Mandara, the Diamaré plain and Makari, near Lake Chad) with
up to 250 persons/km².
Administratively, Cameroon is divided into 10 Provinces. The
population of Cameroon is composed of more than 100 ethnic
groups. French and English were both made official languages when
Cameroon became independent in 1960. This is a consequence of
colonial history, since part of the country (c.80%) was administered
by France and part by the United Kingdom (c.20%). In addition to
the 10 provincial capitals, there are a number of other important
towns with more than 100,000 inhabitants. Douala (the economic
capital) and Yaoundé (the political centre) are, however, by far the
largest cities with 1,500,000 and 1,000,000 inhabitants respectively.

Cameroon is an oil-producing country, but the national economy
relies much on timber and cash-crops such as cocoa, coffee, rubber,
palm oil, cotton and bananas.

ORNITHOLOGICAL IMPORTANCE
The avifauna of Cameroon currently stands at 908 species (Dowsett
and Dowsett-Lemaire 2000), or 910 if Pitta reichenowi is recognized
as a distinct species and Malaconotus montieri is accepted as occurring
in Cameroon. Of these, 703 species are resident and 218 are seasonal
migrants (145 from the Palearctic—11 having a resident population
too—and 73 intra-African). Seven species are endemic to
Cameroon—Francolinus camerunensis, Tauraco bannermani, Apalis
bamendae, Platysteira laticincta, Speirops melanocephalus,
Malaconotus kupeensis, Ploceus batesi—and one near-endemic,
Nectarinia ursulae (also on Bioko); all but two of these are restricted
to montane forest.
Thirty-eight species of global conservation concern have been
recorded from Cameroon (Table 4). Nine are migrants from the
Palearctic, of which only Circus macrourus and Gallinago media
have been recorded more than rarely. The occurrence of the others
in Cameroon—Marmaronetta angustirostris, Aythya nyroca, Aquila
clanga, A. heliaca, Falco naumanni, Crex crex and Glareola
nordmanni—is probably no more than occasional. Two species of
intra-African migrant, Morus capensis and Sterna balaenarum, are
visitors to the Cameroon coast from southern Africa, although there
are very few records of the tern. Phoenicopterus minor is a rare
visitor. Neotis nuba is probably no more than a vagrant, while the
taxonomic status of Apus sladeniae and Malaconotus monteiri is
unclear. Finally, the presence of Caprimulgus prigoginei, suspected

Table 1. Summary of Important Bird Areas in Cameroon.
IBA
code
CM001
CM002
CM003
CM004
CM005
CM006
CM007
CM008
CM009
CM010
CM011
CM012
CM013
CM014
CM015
CM016
CM017
CM018
CM019
CM020
CM021
CM022
CM023
CM024
CM025
CM026
CM027
CM028
CM029
CM030
CM031
CM032
CM033

Site name
Kalamaloué National Park
Logone flood-plain
Waza National Park
Lake Maga
Mayo-Louti Forest Reserve
Gashiga–Demsa
Bénoué National Park
Faro National Park
Tchabal Mbabo
Ngaoundaba Ranch
Njinsing–Tabenken
Mount Oku
Mbi Crater Faunal Reserve–Mbingo Forest
Mount Mbam
Mbam Djerem National Park
Bali-Ngemba Forest Reserve
Banyang Mbo Wildlife Sanctuary
Santchou Faunal Reserve
Korup National Park
Mont Bana
Mont Manengouba
Bakossi mountains
Mont Nlonako
Mount Rata and Rumpi Hills Forest Reserve
Mount Kupe
Yabassi
Mount Cameroon and Mokoko-Onge
Mbam Minkom–Kala
Dja Faunal Reserve
Boumba–Bek
Campo Ma’an complex
Nki
Lobéké National Park
Total number of IBAs qualifying:

33 IBAs covering 42,056 km²

Administrative region
Far North
Far North
Far North
Far North
Far North
North
North
North
Adamaoua
Adamaoua
North-west
North-west
North-west
West
Central, East, Adamaoua
North-west
South-west
West
South-west
West
South-west, Littoral
South-west
Littoral
South-west
South-west, Littoral
Littoral, Central
South-west
Central
South, East
East
South
East
East

Criteria (see p. 11; for A2/A3 codes, see Tables 2/3)
A1
A2
A3
A4i A4iii
085 086 A03 A04 A05 A07
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
28 14 16
4
7
17 14
4
2

135

Important Bird Areas in Africa and associated islands – Cameroon

Table 2. The occurrence of restricted-range species at Important Bird Areas in Cameroon. Sites that meet the A2 criterion are
highlighted in bold. Species of global conservation concern are highlighted in bold blue.
085 – Cameroon and Gabon lowlands Endemic Bird Area
IBA code:
017
Hirundo fuliginosa
Picathartes oreas
✔
Bradypterus grandis
Batis minima
Ploceus batesi
Malimbus racheliae
✔
Number of species recorded:
2

(six species in Cameroon; 14
018 019 021 022 023
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

sites meet the A2 criterion)
024 025 026 027 028
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

V
1

✔
3

1

✔
3

086 – Cameroon mountains Endemic Bird Area (27 species in Cameroon; 16 sites
IBA code:
009 010 011 012 013 014
Francolinus camerunensis
Columba sjostedti
✔
✔
✔
Tauraco bannermani
✔
✔
✔
✔
Psalidoprocne fuliginosa
Andropadus montanus
✔
✔
✔
✔
Andropadus tephrolaemus
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
Phyllastrephus poensis
✔
✔
✔
✔
Phyllastrephus poliocephalus
Laniarius atroflavus
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
Telophorus kupeensis
Malaconotus gladiator
✔
Malaconotus monteiri
Cossypha isabellae
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
Kupeornis gilberti
Picathartes oreas
Cisticola discolor
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
Urolais epichlora
✔
✔
✔
Apalis bamendae
✔
✔
Bradypterus bangwaensis
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
Poliolais lopezi
Phylloscopus herberti
Platysteira laticincta
✔
✔
✔
Nectarinia oritis
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
Nectarinia ursulae
Speirops melanocephalus
Nesocharis shelleyi
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
Ploceus bannermani
✔
✔
✔
✔
Number of species recorded:
10
1
12
15
13
12

2

2

2

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

2

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
1

16

13

✔

✔

✔
3

1

1

022

023

024

025

026

✔

✔

027
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔

✔
✔
19

✔
✔
18

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

033

1

✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔

032

✔
3

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

031
✔
✔

1

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

030

V
✔
3

meet the A2 criterion)
015 016 017 020 021

✔
✔
✔

029
✔
✔

✔

8

✔

✔
✔
?
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
?
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔

2

19

✔
13

14

17

✔
✔
✔

V Vagrant

on the basis of recorded vocalizations, remains to be confirmed.
The remaining species are known or likely to be resident; 19 of
these are also species of restricted range (see Table 4 and below).
Parts of two Endemic Bird Areas (EBAs) occur in Cameroon
(Table 2). These are the Cameroon and Gabon lowlands Endemic
Bird Area (EBA 085) which encompasses the whole littoral plain
region between Cameroon’s borders with Nigeria and with mainland
Equatorial Guinea and Gabon and which extends into these
countries. The second is the Cameroon mountains EBA (086), most
of which occurs in Cameroon, and which covers the montane areas
that extend north-eastwards from Mount Cameroon to the western
edge of the Adamaoua plateau. It is therefore contiguous, in part,
with EBA 085, but at higher altitudes. Extralimitally, this EBA
includes parts of the island of Bioko (Equatorial Guinea) and the
Obudu and Mambilla plateaus in south-eastern Nigeria. A total of
32 restricted-range species occur in Cameroon, five of which are
confined to EBA 085, 26 to EBA 086, with one, Picathartes oreas,
common to both. The species are listed in Table 2.
Cameroon is divided between four biomes (Table 3). The extreme
north of the country is occupied by the Sahel biome (A03), the
remaining northern parts and much of the Adamaoua plateau falls
within the Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome (A04), all lowland forest
forms part of the Guinea–Congo Forests biome (A05) while Mount
Cameroon and the western highlands constitute part of the
Afrotropical Highlands biome (A07). Ten species that are restricted
to the Sahel biome occur in Cameroon, as do 45 such species of the
Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome, 215 Guinea–Congo Forests
biome species and 44 Afrotropical Highlands biome species (Table 3).
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The rivers, lakes and seasonal flood-plains of the far north are
very important for congregatory waterbirds. The Atlantic coastline
is apparently less so, but there have been few surveys.
The Mbam-Sanaga river system, which bisects the country along
a south-west–north-east axis before reaching the Atlantic at
c.3°30’N, just south of Douala, forms a biogeographical boundary.
A few forest species or subspecies reach their southern or northern
limit at the lower Sanaga. An example of two related species
replacing each other at this boundary is Malimbus scutatus
(occurring to the north) and M. cassini (to the south).

CONSERVATION INFRASTRUCTURE AND
PROTECTED-AREA SYSTEM
Cameroon has enacted a considerable amount of legislation relating
to the protection of the environment in general and wildlife in
particular. Indeed, since independence, Cameroon has made
conservation a priority, with the objective of putting 20% of the
national territory under some form of protected-area designation.
Laws concerning the protection, conservation and exploitation
of the environment and wildlife are passed by the National
Assembly and promulgated by the Head of State. Administrative
responsibilities rest with the Ministry of Environment and Forestry
(MINEF). The most recent important piece of environmental
legislation is law 94/01 of 20 January 1994, prepared by MINEF.
This law and its implementing instruments set out regulations for
the sustainable use and conservation of forestry, wildlife and
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Table 3. The occurrence of biome-restricted species at Important Bird Areas in Cameroon. Sites that meet the A3 criterion are
highlighted in bold. Species of global conservation concern are highlighted in bold blue. Any other species with a restricted range are
highlighted in blue.
A03 – Sahel biome (10 species in Cameroon; four sites meet the A3 criterion)
IBA code:
001 002 003 004 006
IBA code:
Neotis nuba
V
Prinia fluviatilis
Ardeotis arabs
✔
✔
✔
✔
Anthoscopus punctifrons
Eupodotis savilei
?
✔
Passer luteus
Streptopelia roseogrisea
✔
✔
✔
✔
Lamprotornis pulcher
Dendropicos elachus
?
✔
Number of species recorded:
Cercotrichas podobe
✔
✔
✔
✔
A04 – Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome (45 species in Cameroon; seven sites meet
IBA code:
001 002 003 004 005 006 007 008
Falco alopex
✔
✔ ✔
Vanellus superciliosus
✔
Streptopelia hypopyrrha
✔
Poicephalus senegalus
✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
Tauraco leucolophus
✔ ✔
Musophaga violacea
✔ ✔ ✔
Merops bulocki
✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
Coracias cyanogaster
✔ ✔
Lybius dubius
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
Dendropicos poecilolaemus
Galerida modesta
✔ ✔ ✔
Hirundo leucosoma
Lanius gubernator
✔
Corvinella corvina
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
Cossypha albicapilla
✔ ✔
Myrmecocichla albifrons
✔ ✔
Turdoides reinwardtii
✔ ✔
Cisticola ruficeps
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
Cisticola dorsti
✔ ✔
Cisticola rufus
Drymocichla incana
✔ ✔
Hypergerus atriceps
✔ ✔
Eremomela pusilla
✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
Muscicapa gambagae
✔ ✔
Anthoscopus parvulus
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
Nectarinia coccinigaster
Emberiza affinis
✔ ✔ ✔
Nesocharis capistrata
✔
Pytilia phoenicoptera
✔ ✔
Pytilia hypogrammica
✔
Euschistospiza dybowskii
✔
Lagonosticta rufopicta
✔ ✔
Lagonosticta rara
✔ ✔
Lagonosticta larvata
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
Estrilda caerulescens
✔ ✔ ✔
Estrilda troglodytes
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔
Vidua togoensis
Vidua interjecta
✔
Petronia dentata
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
Plocepasser superciliosus
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
Ploceus heuglini
✔
✔ ✔
Grafisia torquata
✔
V
Lamprotornis purpureus
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
Lamprotornis chalcurus
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
Ptilostomus afer
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔ ✔
Number of species recorded:
5
7 10 6 18 22 33 24

001
?
✔
✔
5

002

003
✔
✔
✔
✔
9

✔
4

004

006

✔
4

✔
1

the A3 criterion)
009 010 012 013 014 015 016 017 018 021 022 024 025 026
✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔ ✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

V

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

9

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
29

✔

3

3

4

18

✔
✔

5

A05 – Guinea–Congo Forests biome (215 species in Cameroon; 17 sites meet the A3 criterion)
IBA code:
007 009 010 011 012 013 014 015 016 017 018 019 021 022 023 024 025 026 027 028 029 030 031 032 033
Tigriornis leucolophus
✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Bostrychia rara
✔
✔
✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
Pteronetta hartlaubii
V
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
Dryotriorchis spectabilis
✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
V ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔ ✔
Accipiter castanilius
✔
✔
✔
✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
Accipiter erythropus
✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
✔
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Table 3 ... continued. The occurrence of biome-restricted species at Important Bird Areas in Cameroon. Sites that meet the A3 criterion
are highlighted in bold. Species of global conservation concern are highlighted in bold blue. Any other species with a restricted range
are highlighted in blue.
A05 – Guinea–Congo Forests biome ... continued (215 species in Cameroon; 17 sites
IBA code:
007 009 010 011 012 013 014 015 016 017 018 019
Urotriorchis macrourus
✔
✔
Spizaetus africanus
✔
✔
✔
✔
Francolinus lathami
✔
✔
✔
Agelastes niger
✔
Guttera plumifera
Sarothrura pulchra
✔ ✔
✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Himantornis haematopus
✔
✔
Canirallus oculeus
✔
Columba unicincta
✔
✔
✔
Columba albinucha
✔
Columba iriditorques
✔
Turtur brehmeri
✔
✔
✔
Psittacus erithacus
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Agapornis swindernianus
Tauraco persa
✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
Tauraco macrorhynchus
✔
✔
Cercococcyx mechowi
✔
✔
✔
Cercococcyx olivinus
✔
✔
Chrysococcyx flavigularis
✔
✔
V
Centropus leucogaster
✔
✔
Centropus anselli
Otus icterorhynchus
Bubo poensis
✔
✔
✔ ✔
Bubo shelleyi
Bubo leucostictus
✔
Scotopelia bouvieri
✔
Jubula lettii
✔
Glaucidium tephronotum
✔
Glaucidium sjostedti
✔
✔
Caprimulgus binotatus
Caprimulgus batesi
Caprimulgus nigriscapularis
✔
✔ ✔
Telacanthura melanopygia
✔
Rhaphidura sabini
✔
✔
Neafrapus cassini
✔
✔
Apus batesi
✔
Apaloderma aequatoriale
✔
✔
✔
Alcedo leucogaster
✔
✔
✔
✔
Ispidina lecontei
✔
✔
✔
Halcyon badia
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Merops gularis
✔
✔
✔
Merops muelleri
✔
✔
Eurystomus gularis
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Phoeniculus castaneiceps
Tockus albocristatus
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Tockus hartlaubi
✔
✔
✔
Tockus camurus
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Tockus fasciatus
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
Ceratogymna fistulator
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Ceratogymna subcylindricus
✔
✔
Ceratogymna albotibialis
✔
✔
✔
Ceratogymna atrata
✔
✔
✔
Ceratogymna elata
✔
✔
Gymnobucco calvus
✔ ✔
✔
Gymnobucco peli
✔
✔ ✔
Pogoniulus scolopaceus
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Pogoniulus atroflavus
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Pogoniulus subsulphureus
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Buccanodon duchaillui
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
Tricholaema hirsuta
V
✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Trachyphonus purpuratus
✔ ✔ ✔
✔
Indicator maculatus
✔
✔
✔
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meet the
021 022
✔
✔ ✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

A3 criterion)
023 024 025 026 027 028 029 030 031 032 033
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔
✔
V
✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
?
✔ ✔
✔ ✔
✔ ✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔ ✔
✔ ✔
✔
✔
✔
✔ ✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔

✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
V
V

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

V

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
V
V
V
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
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Table 3 ... continued. The occurrence of biome-restricted species at Important Bird Areas in Cameroon. Sites that meet the A3 criterion
are highlighted in bold. Species of global conservation concern are highlighted in bold blue. Any other species with a restricted range
are highlighted in blue.
A05 – Guinea–Congo Forests biome ... continued (215 species in Cameroon; 17 sites
IBA code:
007 009 010 011 012 013 014 015 016 017 018 019
Indicator willcocksi
✔
✔
Melichneutes robustus
✔
✔
Melignomon eisentrauti
Melignomon zenkeri
Prodotiscus insignis
✔
✔
Sasia africana
✔
✔
Campethera nivosa
✔
✔
✔
Campethera caroli
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Dendropicos gabonensis
✔
✔
Dendropicos pyrrhogaster
Dendropicos xantholophus
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Smithornis sharpei
✔ ✔
Smithornis rufolateralis
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Pitta reichenowi
Hirundo nigrita
✔
✔
Hirundo fuliginosa
✔ ✔
Psalidoprocne nitens
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Psalidoprocne obscura
✔
Anthus pallidiventris
Coracina azurea
✔
✔
Campephaga petiti
✔
✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Campephaga oriolina
Andropadus gracilis
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Andropadus ansorgei
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Andropadus curvirostris
✔
✔
✔
Calyptocichla serina
✔ ✔
Baeopogon indicator
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Baeopogon clamans
✔
✔
Ixonotus guttatus
✔
✔
Chlorocichla simplex
✔
✔
Chlorocichla falkensteini
Thescelocichla leucopleura
✔
✔
✔
Phyllastrephus scandens
✔
✔
Phyllastrephus albigularis
✔
✔
✔
Phyllastrephus icterinus
✔
✔
✔
Phyllastrephus xavieri
✔
✔
Bleda syndactyla
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Bleda notata
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Nicator chloris
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Nicator vireo
✔
✔ ✔
Criniger chloronotus
✔
✔
✔
Criniger calurus
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Criniger ndussumensis
✔
Dryoscopus senegalensis
✔
✔ ✔
Dryoscopus sabini
✔
✔
✔
Laniarius leucorhynchus
✔
✔
Telophorus bocagei
✔
✔
Malaconotus cruentus
Malaconotus monteiri
Prionops caniceps
✔
Neocossyphus fraseri
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Neocossyphus poensis
✔
✔
Zoothera cameronensis
✔
✔
Zoothera princei
✔
Alethe diademata
✔
✔
✔
Stiphrornis erythrothorax
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Sheppardia cyornithopsis
✔
✔
Cossypha cyanocampter
✔
✔ ✔
Illadopsis cleaveri
✔
✔
✔
✔
Illadopsis puveli
✔
✔
Illadopsis fulvescens
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Phyllanthus atripennis
✔

meet the
021 022
✔
✔

A3 criterion)
023 024 025 026 027 028 029 030 031 032 033
✔
V
✔
✔
✔
✔ ✔
✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

✔
✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
V
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
V

✔
✔

V
✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔

V
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
?
V
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
?

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
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Table 3 ... continued. The occurrence of biome-restricted species at Important Bird Areas in Cameroon. Sites that meet the A3 criterion
are highlighted in bold. Species of global conservation concern are highlighted in bold blue. Any other species with a restricted range
are highlighted in blue.
A05 – Guinea–Congo Forests biome ... continued (215 species in Cameroon; 17 sites
IBA code:
007 009 010 011 012 013 014 015 016 017 018 019
Picathartes oreas
✔
✔
Cisticola anonymus
✔ ✔ ✔
Apalis nigriceps
✔ ✔ ✔
Apalis binotata
✔
Apalis rufogularis
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Apalis bamendae
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Apalis goslingi
Camaroptera superciliaris
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Camaroptera chloronota
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Bradypterus grandis
Eremomela badiceps
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Sylvietta virens
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Sylvietta denti
✔
✔
Macrosphenus kempi
✔
Macrosphenus flavicans
✔
✔
✔
Macrosphenus concolor
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Hylia prasina
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
Phylloscopus budongoensis
Hyliota violacea
✔
Fraseria ocreata
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Fraseria cinerascens
✔
✔
Muscicapa infuscata
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Muscicapa olivascens
✔
✔
Muscicapa epulata
✔
✔
Muscicapa sethsmithi
✔
✔
Muscicapa comitata
✔
✔
✔
Muscicapa tessmanni
Muscicapa cassini
✔
✔
✔
Myioparus griseigularis
✔
✔
Bias flammulatus
✔
✔
Batis minima
Batis occulta
✔
Platysteira castanea
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
Platysteira tonsa
✔
✔ ✔
Platysteira blissetti
Platysteira chalybea
✔
✔
Erythrocercus mccallii
✔
✔
✔
Trochocercus nigromitratus
✔
✔
Trochocercus nitens
✔
✔
✔
Terpsiphone rufiventer
✔
✔
✔
Terpsiphone rufocinerea
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Anthoscopus flavifrons
Parus funereus
Anthreptes fraseri
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Anthreptes gabonicus
Anthreptes aurantium
✔
Anthreptes rectirostris
✔ ✔ ✔
Nectarinia seimundi
✔
✔
✔
Nectarinia batesi
✔
✔
Nectarinia reichenbachii
✔ ✔
V
Nectarinia cyanolaema
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
Nectarinia fuliginosa
✔
Nectarinia rubescens
✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
Nectarinia adelberti
Nectarinia minulla
✔
✔
Nectarinia johannae
✔
✔
Nectarinia superba
✔ ✔ ✔
Pholidornis rushiae
✔
✔
Parmoptila woodhousei
✔ ✔ ✔
Nigrita fusconota
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Nigrita bicolor
✔ ✔
✔
Nigrita luteifrons
✔
✔
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meet the
021 022
✔ ✔
✔ ✔
✔ ✔
✔ ✔
✔ ✔

A3 criterion)
023 024 025 026 027 028 029 030 031 032 033
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔
V
✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔

✔
✔
✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔
V

✔
✔

✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
V
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
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Table 3 ... continued. The occurrence of biome-restricted species at Important Bird Areas in Cameroon. Sites that meet the A3 criterion
are highlighted in bold. Species of global conservation concern are highlighted in bold blue. Any other species with a restricted range
are highlighted in blue.
A05 – Guinea–Congo Forests biome ... continued (215 species in Cameroon; 17 sites
IBA code:
007 009 010 011 012 013 014 015 016 017 018 019
Spermophaga haematina
✔
✔
✔
✔
Ploceus batesi
Ploceus aurantius
✔
Ploceus nigerrimus
✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Ploceus tricolor
✔
✔
✔
Ploceus albinucha
✔
Ploceus preussi
✔
Ploceus dorsomaculatus
Malimbus coronatus
Malimbus cassini
✔
Malimbus racheliae
✔
✔
Malimbus scutatus
✔
✔
Malimbus erythrogaster
✔
✔
Malimbus nitens
✔
✔
✔
Malimbus malimbicus
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Malimbus rubricollis
✔
✔
✔
Brachycope anomala
Poeoptera lugubris
✔ ✔
✔
Onychognathus fulgidus
✔
✔
Lamprotornis purpureiceps
✔
✔
✔
Oriolus brachyrhynchus
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Oriolus nigripennis
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔
Dicrurus atripennis
✔
✔
✔
Number of species recorded:
1
6
9
3
6
3 10 112 17 135 63 162
A07 – Afrotropical Highlands biome (44 species in Cameroon; 14 sites meet the
IBA code:
009 010 011
Francolinus camerunensis
Columba sjostedti
Tauraco bannermani
✔
Schoutedenapus myoptilus
Apaloderma vittatum
✔
Pogoniulus coryphaeus
✔
✔
Campethera tullbergi
Psalidoprocne fuliginosa
Coracina caesia
Andropadus montanus
✔
✔
Andropadus tephrolaemus
✔
✔
Phyllastrephus poensis
✔
Phyllastrephus poliocephalus
Laniarius atroflavus
✔
✔
Laniarius poensis
✔
✔
Telophorus kupeensis
Malaconotus gladiator
Zoothera crossleyi
✔
Cossypha isabellae
✔
✔
Cossypha roberti
Pseudoalcippe abyssinica
✔
✔
Kakamega poliothorax
✔
✔
Kupeornis gilberti
Cisticola discolor
✔
✔
Urolais epichlora
✔
Apalis pulchra
✔
✔
Bradypterus bangwaensis
✔
✔
Poliolais lopezi
Phylloscopus herberti
Platysteira laticincta
✔
Trochocercus albiventris
✔
Nectarinia oritis
✔
✔
Nectarinia ursulae
Nectarinia preussi
✔
✔
Speirops melanocephalus
Serinus burtoni
✔

meet the A3 criterion)
021 022 023 024 025 026 027 028 029 030 031 032 033
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
V
V
✔
✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔ ✔
✔
✔ ✔
✔
✔
✔ ✔
✔ ✔
✔
✔
✔ ✔
✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔ ✔
✔ ✔
✔
✔
✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔

✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔
77 158 121 96 120 147 158 121 157 155 172 162 171

A3 criterion)
012 013 014 015 016 017 020 021 022 023 024 025 026 027
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔ ✔
✔ ✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔ ✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔ ✔
✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔
✔
✔ ✔
✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
✔ ✔
✔ ✔
✔ ✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔
✔ ✔
✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔ ✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔ ✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
✔ ✔
✔ ✔
✔ ✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔
✔ ✔
✔
✔
✔ ✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
✔
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Table 3 ... continued. The occurrence of biome-restricted species at Important Bird Areas in Cameroon. Sites that meet the A3 criterion
are highlighted in bold. Species of global conservation concern are highlighted in bold blue. Any other species with a restricted range
are highlighted in blue.
A07 – Afrotropical Highlands biome ... continued (44 species in Cameroon; 14 sites meet
IBA code:
009 010 011 012 013
Linurgus olivaceus
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Nesocharis shelleyi
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Cryptospiza reichenovii
✔
Ploceus bannermani
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Ploceus baglafecht
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
Ploceus melanogaster
✔
✔ ✔
Ploceus insignis
✔ ✔ ✔
Onychognathus walleri
✔ ✔ ✔
Number of species recorded:
22 1 23 32 29

the A3 criterion)
014 015 016 017 020 021 022 023 024 025 026 027
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
✔ ✔
✔
✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔ ✔
✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
✔ ✔
✔ ✔
✔ ✔
✔
✔
✔ ✔
✔ ✔
✔
V
✔
✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔
21 1 31 21 14 36 34 22 28 30 2 36

V vagrant

fisheries. Under these regulations, the national forest estate comprises
both permanent and non-permanent forests. Permanent forest is
defined as land used solely for forestry and/or as wildlife habitat,
while non-permanent forests include land that may be used for
purposes other than forestry.
This legislation specifies numerous categories of state forest.
These include the following in which wildlife is protected: National
Parks, Faunal or Wildlife Reserves, Wildlife Sanctuaries, Hunting
Areas, Game Ranches, Zoological and Botanical Gardens, Strict
Nature Reserves, Protection Forests, Plant Life Sanctuaries. Some
forest reserves, on the other hand, are designated for commercial
Table 4. The 38 species of global conservation concern that
occur regularly in Cameroon (Collar et al. 1994). The
19 globally threatened species are highlighted in bold.
Name

Global threat status

Morus capensis
Phoenicopterus minor
Marmaronetta angustirostris
Aythya nyroca
Circus macrourus
Aquila clanga
Aquila heliaca
Falco naumanni
Francolinus camerunensis
Crex crex
Neotis nuba
Gallinago media
Glareola nordmanni
Sterna balaenarum
Columba albinucha
Tauraco bannermani
Apus sladeniae
Ceratogymna elata
Melignomon eisentrauti
Psalidoprocne fuliginosa
Andropadus montanus
Phyllastrephus poliocephalus
Telophorus kupeensis
Malaconotus gladiator
Malaconotus monteiri
Zoothera crossleyi
Kupeornis gilberti
Picathartes oreas
Prinia fluviatilis
Apalis bamendae
Bradypterus grandis
Bradypterus bangwaensis
Batis minima
Platysteira laticincta
Nectarinia ursulae
Speirops melanocephalus
Ploceus bannermani
Ploceus batesi

Near Threatened
Near Threatened
Vulnerable
Vulnerable
Near Threatened
Vulnerable
Vulnerable
Vulnerable
Vulnerable
Vulnerable
Near Threatened
Near Threatened
Near Threatened
Near Threatened
Near Threatened
Vulnerable
Data Deficient
Near Threatened
Vulnerable
Near Threatened
Near Threatened
Near Threatened
Critically Endangered
Vulnerable
Endangered
Near Threatened
Vulnerable
Vulnerable
Data Deficient
Vulnerable
Data Deficient
Near Threatened
Data Deficient
Vulnerable
Near Threatened
Vulnerable
Vulnerable
Vulnerable
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exploitation (‘Production Forests’) or plantations. The main
categories of protected area are defined thus:
National Parks—areas of biological importance with clearly
defined limits, set aside for the protection of natural resources,
and within which no human activities other than tourism and
scientific research are allowed. There are currently 10 National
Parks: Kalamaloué, Waza, Mozogo-Gokoro, Bénoué, Bouba
Ndjida, Faro, Korup, Mbam Djerem, Campo Ma’an and Lobéké.
Wildlife Reserves or Faunal Reserves—areas set aside for the
protection and management of wild animal populations and their
natural habitat and within which no hunting activity is allowed.
All other human activities are strictly regulated. There are seven
Faunal Reserves: Kimbi river, Mbi Crater, Santchou, Lac Ossa,
Douala-Edéa, Dja, Campo.
Protection Forests and Strict Nature Reserves (Réserve
écologique intégrale)—these have regulations similar to those
of Faunal Reserves.
Wildlife Sanctuary—areas set aside for the protection of a number
of animal or plant species, listed in the decree creating the
sanctuary. There is one Wildlife Sanctuary: Banyang Mbo.
Various forms of development are allowed, including commercial
logging, traditional hunting, roads and human settlements.

•

•

•
•

The majority of existing protected areas were demarcated during
the colonial period, often as Wildlife Reserves or Hunting Reserves,
and based solely on the presence of the high densities of large
mammals. This is certainly one of the reasons why six of the 10
National Parks are located in the savanna region. There are,
however, now a number of proposed additional protected areas,
some of which are planned to become National Parks (Nki, and
probably Boumba–Bek) or protected forests managed by the
community (Mount Oku, Mount Cameroon). ‘Community Forest’
is planned as a new category of protected area, where local
populations are involved in the management and sustainable use
of key resources needed for their livelihood. Criteria for the
gazettement and management of Community Forests are still being
prepared. Their formal recognition is a conservation priority since,
currently, no part of the montane forests of the western highlands,
the area of the greatest conservation importance in the country,
benefits from clearly defined legal protection.
Despite the Cameroon Government’s undoubted commitment
to conservation, enforcement of protected-area legislation on the
ground is often almost non-existent because of the lack of logistic
support to poorly trained staff. In addition, taboo, that for decades
has helped preserve sacred forests in parts of the country, e.g. on the
Bamiléké plateau, Mount Kupe, Manengouba and Mount Oku, is
now breaking down.

INTERNATIONAL MEASURES RELEVANT TO THE
CONSERVATION OF SITES
Cameroon is a contracting party to the Convention on Biological
Diversity, the Convention on Migratory Species, the Convention
on International Trade in Endangered Species, the Convention to
Combat Desertification, the Convention on Climate Change and
the World Heritage Convention (under which one World Heritage
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Site, Dja, has been designated). Cameroon also participates in
UNESCO’s Man and the Biosphere Programme and has designated
three Biosphere Reserves: Dja, Bénoué and Waza.

OVERVIEW OF THE INVENTORY
Thirty-three Important Bird Areas (IBAs) are identified in this
inventory (Map 1, Table 1) covering 42,056 km² or 8.8% of the
surface area of the country. All but two resident species of global
conservation concern (Melignomon eisentrauti and Batis minima) are
included in the set of sites, while the status of Ploceus batesi, claimed
from a couple of sites, is uncertain. Fourteen sites have been selected
for the Cameroon and Gabon lowlands EBA (085), in which five of
the six relevant restricted-range species in Cameroon occur (Table 2).
The ‘missing’ species is Batis minima which, apparently, has an
extremely restricted distribution in southern Cameroon, but for which
additional surveys are needed. The 16 sites identified for the
Cameroon mountains EBA (086) include all 27 restricted-range
species of the EBA that are found nationally (Table 2). Four sites
qualify for the Sahel biome (A03) and include all nine species in
Cameroon that are known to be resident or which occur regularly
(Table 3). For the Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome (A04) seven sites
qualify, in which 42 of the 45 species occur, while for the Guinea–
Congo Forests biome (A05) 17 sites (with 207 of the 215 species in
Cameroon) have been selected and for the Afrotropical Highlands
biome (A07) 14 sites (all 44 species). Four sites qualify for
congregations of waterbirds, meeting the A4i/A4iii criteria.
Seven of the 33 sites are protected as National Parks, one as a
Wildlife Sanctuary and one as a Faunal Reserve, while a further
three are partially protected. Four are Forest Reserves while 17
are unprotected, although there are currently plans to upgrade to
or confer Faunal Reserve or Protection Forest Reserve status upon
all or parts of seven of these.

In addition, a further 23 sites have been identified as potential
IBAs on the basis of their suspected ornithological importance,
but about which insufficient is currently known to justify their
inclusion here. These sites are the target of a continuing survey
programme. They are, roughly from north to south: Lake Chad;
Lagdo reservoir; Bouba Ndjida National Park; Tchabal Gandaba;
Kimbi River Faunal Reserve; Fungom Forest Reserve; Mbakaou
reservoir; Mapé reservoir; Akwaya Forest Reserve; Takamanda
Forest Reserve; Mawne Forest Reserve; Mount Lefo; BafutNgemba Forest Reserve; Ejagham Forest Reserve; Mount Nkogam;
Bamboutos mountains; Nta Ali Forest Reserve; Rio del Rey; Nyong
valley; Douala-Edéa Faunal Reserve; Ngovayang; Ako’o;
Mengame Gorilla Sanctuary.
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■ SITE ACCOUNTS
Kalamaloué National Park
Admin region Far North
Coordinates 12°08’N 14°54’E
Area 4,500 ha Altitude c.285 m

CM001
A1, A3 (A03), A4i
National Park

■ Site description
Kalamaloué National Park, situated in the north of the country, is
bordered to the north by the Chari river, where it forms the border
with Chad, to the east by the town of Kousséri and, in the south, by
the Logone flood-plain (CM002). The park lies partly in the floodplain of the Chari river and is crossed by several branches of the river
and associated levées. In lower-lying parts a dense Mimosa pigra scrub
dominates while, locally, Echinochloa stagnina forms productive
grasslands. There are Tamarindus indica and Celtis africana woodlands
on the levées while most of the higher areas are covered by open
Balanites aegyptiaca woodland and annual grassland. The southern
part of the park is dominated by Acacia nilotica woodland.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
An internationally important population of Gazella rufifrons (VU)
occurs, and may even be increasing. The park used to hold good
numbers of Damaliscus lunatus korrigum (VU), but they have been
much reduced by poaching and drought. Kalamaloué is also an
important refuge for Loxodonta africana (EN), with a population of
300 individuals, which move from Waza (CM003) during the dry
season.
■ Conservation issues
Kalamaloué National Park was created in 1973. Despite this, large
mammal populations have declined, due to the construction of the
main highway linking Maroua and Kousséri in the early 1980s, and
the civil war in neighbouring Chad. This degradation accelerated in
the early 1990s, the result of the increasing neighbouring population
and political unrest. Current threats include cutting of firewood,
overgrazing and fishing.
■ Further reading

■ Birds
See Box and Table 3 for key species. Due to its varied habitat,
Kalamaloué holds a large avifauna, but one which has not been
surveyed systematically. Circus macrourus is a common winter visitor.
It is likely that Kalamaloué also harbours a population of Prinia
fluviatilis since the species is known from immediately adjacent parts
of Chad in identical habitat. Five species of the Sudan–Guinea
Savanna biome (A04) have also been recorded; see Table 3. There are
counts of between 300–400 Balearica pavonina.
Key species
A1
Circus macrourus
A3 (A03) Sahel biome: Five of the nine species of this biome that occur regularly in
Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A4i
Breeding (pairs)
Non-breeding
Nycticorax nycticorax
—
4,000
Anastomus lamelligerus
—
2,000

Chappuis et al. (1992), Kavanagh (1974), Scholte (1996), Scholte and Dowsett
(2000), Scholte et al. (1999), Tchamba (1996), Tchamba et al. (1994).

Logone flood-plain
Admin region Far North
Coordinates 11°30’N 14°55’E
Area 500,000 ha Altitude c.295 m

CM002
A1, A3 (A03), A4i, A4iii
Unprotected

■ Site description
The Logone flood-plain is situated between Lake Maga to the south
(CM004), Waza National Park (CM003) to the west, the Logone river
and the international frontier with Chad to the east and, to the north,
Kalamaloué National Park (CM001). The area immediately north of
Lake Maga is, as a result of the construction of Maga dam, no longer
subject to seasonal flooding and is covered by sparse annual grassland.
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The central and northern parts of the plain are flooded from August
to December and are covered with perennial grasses such as
Echinochloa pyramidalis and Oryza longistaminata and, less commonly,
Hyparrhenia rufa and Vetiveria nigritana. The area is crossed by a few
watercourses, bordered by levées on which grow open woodlands.
These are the only places in the flood-plain not subject to inundation
and are inhabited by fishermen.

■ Birds
See Box and Table 3 for key species. Together with the contiguous
Waza National Park (CM003), a total of 379 species have been
recorded from the Logone flood-plain. Other species of global
conservation concern include Aquila clanga (recorded in the 1970s),
Falco naumanni (frequent in the 1970s, recently seen only in 1993 and
1997), Crex crex (observed only in 1994) and Gallinago media (which
is uncommon). An estimated population of 100–200 Ardeotis arabs
occurs. The area holds large waterbird concentrations, with total
numbers exceeding 50,000 individuals during all annual counts in the
period 1993–2000. These include, in addition to those listed below,
up to 4,000 Phalacrocorax africanus and 10,000 Dendrocygna viduata.
Seven species of the Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome (A04) have also
been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
Key species
A1
Circus macrourus
A3 (A03) Sahel biome: Four of the nine species of this biome that occur regularly in
Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A4i
Breeding (pairs)
Non-breeding
Egretta ardesiaca
—
2,000
Casmerodius albus
—
1,000
Bubulcus ibis
—
20,000
Ardeola ralloides
—
2,000
Plectropterus gambensis
—
5,000
Balearica pavonina
—
1,800
Glareola pratincola
—
10,000
Philomachus pugnax
—
40,000
A4iii
More than 20,000 waterbirds are regularly recorded at this site.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
The area was important for Gazella rufifrons (VU), but the
construction of Maga dam and increased human disturbance have
reduced numbers of all larger mammals outside the protection of
Waza.
■ Conservation issues
In 1994 the IUCN Waza-Logone Project initiated the opening of a
watercourse which had been blocked by an embankment along the
Logone river. This resulted in 200 km² of re-inundated flood-plain
which waterbirds were quick to exploit. Subsequent studies have shown
the ecological, economic and managerial feasibility of large-scale floodplain rehabilitation. There is now a proposal to re-inundate a further
1,000 km² of flood-plain for which funding is being sought.
■ Further reading
Scholte (1996), Scholte and Dowsett (2000), Scholte et al. (1996, 1999), Scholte,
Kirda et al. (2000), Scholte, de Kort et al. (2000), Thiollay (1978), van Wetten
and Spierenburg (1998).

Waza National Park
Admin region Far North
Coordinates 11°20’N 14°42’E
Area 170,000 ha
Altitude c.300 m

CM003
A1, A3 (A03, A04), A4i, A4iii
National Park,
Biosphere Reserve

■ Site description
Waza National Park is located in the transition zone between the Sahel
and Sudan savanna. The park, situated immediately east of the town
of Waza, lies less than 10 km from the borders with both Nigeria and
Chad. It is bounded to the east and north-east by the Logone floodplain (CM002) and to the west by the Maroua–Kousséri road. The
southern and extreme western parts are covered by sandy soils that
support a wooded Sclerocarya birrea and Anogeissus leiocarpus
savanna. Most of the park is, however, covered by heavy clay soils
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and is extremely flat. The north-eastern corner is annually flooded
and is covered by perennial grass species such as Echinochloa
pyramidalis, Oryza longistaminata and, less commonly, Hyparrhenia
rufa and Vetiveria nigritana. A few raised areas, supporting Tamarindus
indica and Balanites aegyptiaca trees, constitute the only variation in
this open landscape. Large stretches of annual grasses and herbs,
interspersed by Acacia seyal shrublands, cover the central and
western parts of the park, most of which used to be seasonally
inundated prior to the construction of the Maga dam, which lies to
the south-east.

■ Birds
See Box and Table 3 for key species. Waza National Park harbours,
together with the contiguous Logone flood-plain (CM002), some
379 bird species. Other species of global conservation concern include
Marmaronetta angustirostris, observed only in 1976, Aythya nyroca,
recorded in 1967 and 1976, Aquila clanga, seen in 1978, Falco
naumanni, which was common in the 1970s, but recently has only been
recorded in 1993 and 1997, and Neotis nuba, which has been recorded
once, in 1998. The park contains important populations of grassland
species such as Ortyxelos meiffrenii, an estimated 100–200 Ardeotis
arabs and holds the last Struthio camelus population in Cameroon,
with c.100 individuals. Waterbird counts have recorded, in addition
to those listed below, up to 15,000 Dendrocygna viduata while the
1,000+ Balearica pavonina are thought to represent at least 5% of the
western population of this species. More than 20,000 waterbirds are
thought to be present most of the year.
Key species
A1
Circus macrourus
A3 (A03) Sahel biome: All nine species of this biome that occur regularly in Cameroon
have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A3 (A04) Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome: 10 of the 45 species of this biome that occur
in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A4i
Breeding (pairs)
Non-breeding
Pelecanus onocrotalus
—
1,800+
Anas querquedula
—
25,000
Balearica pavonina
—
1,000+
A4iii
More than 20,000 waterbirds are recorded regularly at this site.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Waza holds some of the last large-mammal concentrations in central
West Africa. Of particular conservation interest are Gazella rufifrons
(VU) and Damaliscus lunatus korrigum (VU), the former apparently
increasing, and the latter the only sizeable population in Cameroon.
In addition, the population of c.1,300 Loxodonta africana (EN) has a
major impact on the structure of the Acacia seyal shrublands and is a
regular source of conflict with farmers at distances of up to 100 km
from the park.
■ Conservation issues
The area was gazetted as a Hunting Reserve in 1937, a National Park
in 1968, declared a Biosphere Reserve in 1979 and has been proposed,
together with the Logone flood-plain, as the first Ramsar Site for
Cameroon. Waza National Park was, until recently, the best-managed
protected area in Cameroon and has, through its collaboration with
the IUCN Waza-Logone project, a management plan and a
functioning local steering committee. Trials are under way for the
regulated harvesting of some natural products (straw, gum-arabic)
inside the park, exploitation of which has never ceased since the park
was created. A recent drop in number of park guards has, however,
put pressure on these attempts, especially because of continued
commercial poaching. Waza has been affected by Maga dam,
constructed in 1979, which resulted in a decrease of annual flooding
and the consequent degradation of the flood-plain vegetation. This
led to a massive reduction in antelope populations. The digging of
artificial waterholes has assured year-round water availability, but
the carrying capacity of the flood-plain has remained low. Flood-plain
rehabilitation, which started in 1994, has had some impact on the
interior of Waza.
■ Further reading
Scholte (1996, 2000), Scholte and Dowsett (2000), Scholte et al. (1996, 1999),
Scholte, Kirda et al. (2000), Scholte, de Kort et al. (2000), Tchamba (1996),
Thiollay (1978), van Wetten and Spierenburg (1998).
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Lake Maga
Admin region Far North
Coordinates 10°50’N 15°00’E
Area 50,000 ha Altitude c.300 m

CM004

spp. trees, together with some Khaya senegalensis in places along
watercourses. The soil is sandy with many rocky outcrops.

A1, A3 (A03), A4i, A4iii
Unprotected

■ Birds
See Box and Table 3 for key species. The area has only been briefly
surveyed and, to date, 147 species have been recorded. The site lies at
the northern edge of the Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome in Cameroon
(and Grafisia torquata appears to reach the northern limit of its range
here). Some large raptor species breed in the reserve, including Aquila
rapax. Rhinoptilus chalcopterus occurs and probably breeds.

■ Site description
Lake Maga, an artificial wetland resulting from the construction of
Maga dam in 1979, is located upstream of the Logone flood-plain
(CM002), immediately south of the town of Maga and bordering the
Logone river to the east, which forms the international frontier with
Chad. It is the only open water in the area and is primarily fed by
temporary watercourses draining the Mandara mountains and the
Maroua plain to the west. The lake’s average depth does not exceed
3 m and fluctuates greatly in size, giving it many characteristics of a
flood-plain. The southern shore is fringed by 2–8 km wide Oryza
longistaminata grasslands. To the north, and included within the IBA,
are about 3,000 ha of rice-fields, which are cultivated biannually and
which support a large human population.
■ Birds
See Box and Table 3 for key species. Lake Maga is an important dryseason refuge for waterbirds. Circus macrourus is a common winter
visitor. In addition to those listed below, more than 4,000
Phalacrocorax africanus have been recorded. Exceptionally high
numbers of Anatidae were recorded in 1987 since when counts have
been lower. Despite this, Lake Maga supports almost year-round
concentrations of more than 20,000 waterbirds. Six species of the
Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome (A04) have also been recorded at this
site; see Table 3.
Key species
A1
Circus macrourus
A3 (A03) Sahel biome: Four of the nine species of this biome that occur regularly in
Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A4i
Breeding (pairs)
Non-breeding
Dendrocygna viduata
—
56,000 (1987)
Plectropterus gambensis
—
22,000 (1987)
Anas acuta
—
16,000 (1987)
A4iii
More than 20,000 waterbirds are regularly recorded at this site.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
None known to BirdLife International.
■ Conservation issues
Lake Maga is the site of an important fishery which supports 1,000
fishermen and their families. Production has declined recently, a
‘natural’ phenomenon, coming two decades after the creation of this
artificial lake. The lake holds 30–50 Hippotamus amphibius which cause
regular conflicts with fishermen. Hunting is a more direct threat to
birds, with hundreds of Dendrocygna viduata and Plectropterus
gambensis killed annually in the rice-fields. Hunting for sport, although
officially regulated, is still largely unmanaged.
■ Further reading
Scholte and Dowsett (2000), Scholte et al. (1999), Scott and Rose (1996), van
Wetten and Spierenburg (1998).

Mayo-Louti Forest Reserve
Admin region Far North
Coordinates 10°43’N 13°43’E
Area 6,000 ha Altitude 730–900 m

CM005
A3 (A04)
Forest Reserve

■ Site description
Mayo-Louti Forest Reserve lies about 10 km west of the town of
Mokolo and east of the Mandara mountains in the north-west of the
country, near the border with Nigeria. The area is relatively flat and
is crossed by three main rivers which run south–north through the
reserve. The northern edge of the triangular-shaped reserve is bounded
by the road between Mokolo and the village of Rumsiki, while the
western and eastern borders are formed, respectively, by the MayoLouti and Mayo-Wanday rivers. The vegetation is dry savanna
woodland with Isoberlinia, Piliostigma, Crossopteryx and Cussonia

Key species
A3 (A04) Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome: 18 of the 45 species of this biome that occur
in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
The mammal Gazella rufifrons (VU) used to be common, and still occurs.
■ Conservation issues
The site holds one of the last areas of Sudanian woodland in Cameroon
north of Garoua. Although formally protected, the site is under severe
human pressure. Surrounding villages rely heavily on the woodland
for fuelwood-collection, a significant part of which is being sold to
nearby Mokolo. Hunting pressure is high and the few remaining large
mammals are under severe threat.
■ Further reading
Languy (2000).

Gashiga–Demsa
Admin region North
Coordinates 09°30’N 13°17’E
Area 5,000 ha Altitude 250–550 m

CM006
A3 (A04)
Unprotected

■ Site description
The site is located some 30 km north-west of the town Garoua, between
the villages of Gashiga and Demsa, near the border with Nigeria. The
site is bisected by the road from Garoua to Demsa, on the international
border, which is intensively used for fuel traffic. The soils are sandy
and the vegetation is wooded Sudanian savanna with the herbaceous
layer dominated by Hyparrhenia rufa, Panicum spp. and Pennisetum
spp. grasslands.
■ Birds
See Box and Table 3 for key species. To date, 144 species have been
recorded. These include Musophaga violacea, Galerida modesta,
Anthoscopus parvulus, Pytilia phoenicoptera and Euschistospiza
dybowskii. In addition, one species of the Sahel biome (A03) occurs
(see Table 3).
Key species
A3 (A04) Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome: 22 of the 45 species of this biome that occur
in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife.
The mammal Gazella rufifrons (VU) occurs.
■ Conservation issues
This site is unprotected, including by any traditional law and is, apart
from those benefiting from legal protection, the only remaining
wooded area in the North Province of Cameroon. It has hitherto
remained largely intact merely because the area was uninhabited. Now,
however, with new settlements in many parts of the Bénoué plain of
people from the densely populated Mandara mountains, this site is
subject to disturbance. The area is thus being used for grazing, food
crops and cotton cultivation. Three major threats are firewoodcollection, expansion of cotton farms and the installation of new
villages. By January 2000, one village had been established on the site
with consequent damage to the vegetation for a radius of 2 km. The
site, however, retains the potential to be designated a forest reserve.
■ Further reading
COC (2000a).
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Bénoué National Park

CM007

Admin region North
Coordinates 08°20’N 13°50’E
Area 180,000 ha
Altitude 250–760 m

A3 (A04)
National Park,
Biosphere Reserve

■ Site description
Bénoué National Park is situated between the towns of Garoua, to
the north, and Ngaoundéré to the south. A long stretch of the Bénoué
river (over 100 km) forms the eastern boundary of the park, the main
road linking Garoua and Ngaoundéré makes up part of the
western boundary while a public road, to Tcholliré, crosses the
northern part of the park. The park is largely surrounded by Hunting
Reserves in an area, except along the main road, of low population
density. Some large rocky massifs (especially Hosséré Gorna in the
north) rise to altitudes of 600–750 m above the undulating plain at
250–500 m. The vegetation includes several types of Sudanian
woodland (from tall Isoberlinia-dominated and other woodland in
the south-centre, to shorter, more open, mixed wooded grassland in
the north), dry Anogeissus forest, semi-evergreen riparian forest
and thickets along the Bénoué and its major affluents. The level of
the sandy Bénoué river fluctuates much seasonally and exposed
sandbars provide habitat for plovers and other waterbirds in the dry
season.
■ Birds
See Box and Table 3 for key species. Recent surveys have identified
306 species. The Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome species include
Streptopelia hypopyrrha (not uncommon along the Bénoué), Cisticola
dorsti (throughout short woodland and wooded grassland),
Drymocichla incana (numerous in riparian thickets and forest),
Anthoscopus parvulus and Lanius gubernator (both in short woodland).
Of five species of woodpecker Campethera abingoni is common in dense
riparian forest, being ecologically separated from C. punctuligera,
which is confined to woodland. The form umbrinodorsalis of
Lagonosticta rhodopareia, sometimes considered a separate species, is
recorded from the park at one site; it is otherwise known only from
one other locality, in southern Chad. There is one record of Neotis
denhami (probably only a vagrant) and one of Circus macrourus. In
addition, one species of the Guinea–Congo Forests biome (A05) has
been recorded (Table 3).
Key species
A3 (A04) Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome: 33 of the 45 species of this biome that occur
in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Mammals include Taurotragus derbianus (LR/nt), the second most
important population in Cameroon, the main one being in Bouba
Ndjida. There are small numbers of Loxodonta africana (EN). While
Acinonyx jubatus (VU) and Damaliscus lunatus korrigum (VU) occur,
the habitat is marginal for both.
■ Conservation issues
The area was established as a Faunal Reserve in 1932, upgraded to a
National Park in 1968 and became a Biosphere Reserve in 1981. Of
the three parks on the Bénoué plain, this has suffered most from
poaching pressure, but birds have been little affected. The fact that a
public road crosses the park leads to some disturbance, including
too frequent bush fires. Others threats include agricultural
encroachment.
■ Further reading
Dowsett-Lemaire and Dowsett (1999b), Monard (1951), Stark (1986).

Faro National Park
Admin region North
Coordinates 08°10’N 12°40’E
Area 300,000 ha Altitude 250–1,010 m

CM008
A3 (A04)
National Park

■ Site description
Faro National Park is a large block of Sudanian savanna on gently
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undulating terrain at 250–500 m. It lies close to the Nigerian border
to the west and is surrounded on the eastern side by Hunting Reserves.
A few rocky hills or massifs rise to 700–1,000 m. The park is enclosed
between two large sandy, perennial rivers, the Faro on the north-east
and the Déo along the western side, which flows into the Faro in the
extreme north. Vegetation-types include tall Isoberlinia woodland in
the south, shorter, more open, mixed woodland or wooded grassland
in the north and dry deciduous riparian forest or woodland
interspersed with patches of semi-evergreen forest and thickets (best
developed along the Faro). The level of the Déo and Faro rivers
undergoes much seasonal variation and numerous sandbars become
uncovered in the dry season.

■ Birds
See Box and Table 3 for key species. A initial short survey identified
243 species (the potential is over 300), with Sudan–Guinea Savanna
biome species well represented. These include Anthoscopus parvulus
(known from few other sites in Cameroon), the little-known Cisticola
dorsti (common in wooded grassland in the north) and Drymocichla
incana (common in semi-evergreen riparian forest and thickets). A
population of Campethera abingoni (a local species in West Africa)
inhabits the dense semi-evergreen forests on the Faro river. Apus horus
and Merops hirundineus are other species with few Cameroon records
that occur in Faro.
Key species
A3 (A04) Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome: 24 of the 45 species of this biome that occur
in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Mammals include Taurotragus derbianus (LR/nt) and Damaliscus
lunatus korrigum (VU), reported to exist in small numbers, and quite
a few Loxodonta africana (EN).
■ Conservation issues
Faro was established as a Faunal Reserve in 1947 and upgraded to a
National Park in 1980. Only the eastern border of the park is accessible
by road and there are no tracks within it. Although there may be
some encroachment on the western side, including by pastoralists
from Nigeria, the eastern sections appear intact. Poaching of large
mammals is a problem locally, but does not seem to affect the birdlife;
illegal gold mining on the Faro river, however, causes some
disturbance.
■ Further reading
Dowsett-Lemaire and Dowsett (1999b).

Tchabal Mbabo
Admin region Adamaoua
Coordinates 07°16’N 12°09’E
Area 30,000 ha Altitude 800–2,456 m

CM009
A1, A2 (086), A3 (A07)
Unprotected

■ Site description
Tchabal Mbabo lies close to the Nigerian border and, at 2,456 m, its
summit is the highest point on the Adamaoua plateau. It is situated
some 50 km west of the town of Tignère and about 80 km north-east
of the Gangirwal Peak of Mambilla plateau in neighbouring Nigeria,
practically contiguous with Gashaka-Gumti National Park (NG002).
The high plateau takes the shape of a west–east oriented crescent; the
north and west-facing slopes bear extensive montane forest (at c.1,600–
2,000 m) and there are numerous galleries of montane forest on the
grassy plateau. Sudanian woodland occurs on the lower slopes. The
plateau grasslands are grazed by Fulani cattle; the surrounding country
is very sparsely inhabited.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. Two short surveys resulted
in a total of 134 species which include, in addition to those mentioned
below, nine Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome (A04) and six Guinea–
Congo Forests biome (A05) species (Table 3). Tchabal Mbabo is
evidently important for a number of montane range-restricted species;
more surveys are needed and Apalis bamendae should be looked for
in gallery forest on the lower slopes.
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Key species
A1
Andropadus montanus
Bradypterus bangwaensis
Zoothera crossleyi
Ploceus bannermani
A2 (086) Cameroon mountains EBA: 10 of the 27 species of this EBA that occur in
Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 22 of the 44 species of this biome that occur
in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife:
Mammals include isolated populations of Redunca fulvorufula
adamauae (EN) and Hylochoerus meinertzhageni (EN).
■ Conservation issues
Due to their inaccessibility, the forests on the steep north-facing slopes
are virtually intact. The plateau grasslands suffer from overgrazing
and erosion by Fulani cattle; some montane forest on the plateau has
recently given way to maize plantations.
■ Further reading
Larison et al. (1995), Smith and McNiven (1993), WWF (2000).

Ngaoundaba Ranch
Admin region Adamaoua
Coordinates 07°08’N 13°42’E
Area c.1,500 ha Altitude 1,220–1,240 m

CM010
A1, A2 (086), A3 (A04)
Unprotected

■ Site description
Situated on the Adamaoua plateau, about 35 km south-east of
Ngaoundéré, this site is a privately-owned ranch. The vegetation
comprises a mix of Sudanian savanna and gallery forests as well as
some grassland, used for cattle-ranching. There are also two small
crater lakes.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. The avifauna is well known
with just over 300 species recorded, including a good representation
of Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome species. In addition, nine species of
the Guinea–Congo Forests biome (A05) and one of the Afrotropical
Highlands biome (A07), also occur (see Table 3). The site is a wellknown locality for Francolinus schlegelii and Apalis bamendae, but
the francolin has not been reported from here in recent years. One of
the lakes harbours a huge roost of weavers and starlings, including at
times up to 100 Creatophora cinerea, for which Ngaoundaba is the
only known site in Cameroon. A number of rarely seen species may
be observed in the area, including Rhinoptilus chalcopterus, Vanellus
superciliosus and Grafisia torquata, all of which are likely to breed.
Key species
A1
Apalis bamendae
A2 (086) Cameroon mountains EBA: One of the 27 species of this EBA that occur in
Cameroon has been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A04) Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome: 29 of the 45 species of this biome known
from Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
None known to BirdLife International.
■ Conservation issues
The site is privately owned and has no formal protected status.
Although some of the natural habitats are threatened by burning and
grazing (for cattle-ranching purposes), there is little evidence of
fuelwood extraction. The ranch also seeks to attract visitors and
tourists for whom it offers accommodation and other facilities.
Management practices seek to reconcile cattle-ranching with natural
habitat preservation, although overgrazing is a problem for the
survival of Francolinus schlegelii. In the long term, the forest patches
are likely to be better preserved than in other parts of the Adamaoua
plateau, where there is no or little control over the use of natural
resources.
■ Further reading
Anon. (1993).

Njinsing–Tabenken
Admin region North-west
Coordinates 06°32’N 10°35’E
Area 200 ha Altitude 1,600–2,200 m

CM011
A1, A2 (086), A3 (A07)
Unprotected

■ Site description
This montane forest, known as Njinsing, is located west of the road
between Kumbo and Nkambe, north-east of Mount Oku (CM012). The
site comprises a small stand of submontane and montane forest mostly
between 1,800 m and 2,200 m, but which descends to Tabenken village
at 1,600 m. It is completely surrounded by farmland or degraded
savanna among montane pastures of Sporobolus africanus. The
vegetation is typically montane with emergent species including Croton
macrostachyus, Podocarpus latifolius, Polyscias fulva, Albizia gummifera,
Schefflera abyssinica and Prunus africana. The forest is greatly disturbed,
as it is the main source of fuelwood for the surrounding villages.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. A total of 80 species have
so far been recorded, the result of a single day’s visit. Afrotropical
Highland biome species are well represented and the site is particularly
important for Tauraco bannermani and Platysteira laticincta, for both
of which this is the northernmost site known. Three species of the
Guinea–Congo Forests biome (A05) also occur (see Table 3).
Key species
A1
Tauraco bannermani
Platysteira laticincta
Andropadus montanus
Ploceus bannermani
Bradypterus bangwaensis
A2 (086) Cameroon mountains EBA: 12 of the 27 species of this EBA that occur in
Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 23 of the 44 species of this biome that occur
in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
None known to BirdLife International.
■ Conservation issues
This is the only remaining patch of montane forest in the area and its
unprotected status means that it is heavily exploited for agriculture,
timber, fuelwood and medicinal purposes. Some parts of the forest
remain, however, largely intact which may be attributable to local
taboo. However, this tradition is certainly under threat due to pressure
for more agricultural land.
■ Further reading
Njabo and Languy (2000).

Mount Oku
Admin region North-west
Coordinates 06°10’N 10°30’E
Area c.20,000 ha Altitude 1,600–3,011 m

CM012
A1, A2 (086), A3 (A07)
Unprotected

■ Site description
At 3,011 m Oku is, after Mount Cameroon, the highest mountain in
West Africa. The site, also known as Kilum–Ijim, is a proposed
Community Forest Reserve, the boundaries of which were largely agreed
in 1988 and mostly follow the 2,200 m contour, but come down to
1,600 m at their lowest point. They enclose an area of c.20,000 ha, about
half of which is montane forest, now the only extensive area of forest
left anywhere in the Bamenda highlands. Important trees throughout
include Carapa procera, Schefflera abyssinica, S. mannii and Syzygium
guineense bamendae; Podocarpus latifolius is locally dominant at high
altitudes and there is extensive Arundinaria bamboo forest above
2,600 m. The canopy of the forest is usually rather open and there are
extensive shrubberies of Acanthaceae in the understorey. Habitats also
include montane Sporobolus grassland, Gnidia woodland and montane
Hypericum–Adenocarpus shrubland together with a few swamps (the
main one is Afua at 2,100 m); Lake Oku (at 2,200 m and with a diameter
of c.2,000 m) is in a cuvette entirely surrounded by forest. Average
annual rainfall is over 2,000 mm. The slopes below the reserve (which
were also forested in the past) are now almost entirely under cultivation.
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■ Birds
See Box and Table 2 and 3 for key species. Some 170 species have
been recorded from the reserve area. The forest holds the last
major populations of Tauraco bannermani and Platysteira laticincta.
The former is common throughout (to 2,950 m), and may number
up to 2,000 pairs. T. bannermani competes with Tauraco persa locally
up to 2,250 m. The wattle-eye is common up to 2,600 m and there
are perhaps some 1,500 pairs. Several other Afromontane species
endemic to the Cameroon–Nigeria chain occur in good numbers,
including Andropadus montanus (widespread in open understorey and
at edges up to 2,500 m), Bradypterus bangwaensis (widespread to
2,900 m), Ploceus bannermani (common at edges and in open
understorey up to 2,900 m). On the other hand, Malaconotus gladiator
is very scarce (2,220 m), as the altitude is rather too high for this
species. In addition to the other species of global conservation
concern, Circus macrourus has been recorded and is perhaps
regular. Three species of the Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome (A04)
and six of the Guinea–Congo Forests biome (A05) also occur (see
Table 3). Up to 800 Tachybaptus ruficollis have been recorded on
Lake Oku.
Key species
Tauraco bannermani
Bradypterus bangwaensis
A1
Andropadus montanus
Platysteira laticincta
Malaconotus gladiator
Ploceus bannermani
A2 (086) Cameroon mountains EBA: 15 of the 27 species of this EBA that occur in
Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 32 of the 44 species of this biome that occur
in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Oku is very important for small mammals. The rodent Lamottemys
okuensis (EN) represents a species and, indeed a genus, known only
from Oku, and a golden mole and three other rodents apparently
endemic are Chrysochloris balsaci, Lemniscomys mittendorfi (EN),
Hylomyscus grandis and Lophuromys dieterleni. Three other Cameroon
endemics, all of limited distribution in the country, also occur: the
shrew Myosorex okuensis (VU), squirrel Paraxerus cooperi (VU)
(common) and rat Hybomys eisentrauti (EN). Other mammals of note
include Galagoides thomasi. Almost all large mammals have been
hunted to extinction, although a few Cercopithecus preussi (EN)
remain. Amphibians: several species of montane frogs have their centre
of distribution in the Bamenda highlands; at least two Phrynobatrachus
spp. tape-recorded at Oku appear to be unmatched vocally, but the
taxonomy of this genus is confusing. A toad Wolterstoffina chirioi is
apparently endemic. Butterflies: Charaxes tectonis and Bicyclus anisops
are amongst the Cameroon–Nigerian forest endemics present. Plants:
some 10 species new to science, including three trees, have been found
recently in the Oku area. Several other plants are known only from
Oku and one or two other sites. A checklist of plants, including those
of conservation concern, has been prepared by the Royal Botanical
Gardens, Kew.
■ Conservation issues
The Kilum–Ijim Forest Project has been operated by BirdLife
International since 1987; a major achievement has been to get
the local communities to agree on a limit beyond which no more
forest is going to be cut down for cultivation. This largely follows the
2,200 m contour and the boundary has been clearly delineated,
with some local tree species planted along it. The project now gives
technical support to local communities to develop Community Forests,
surrounding a Plant Life Sanctuary of about 500 ha around the
crater lake. The forest is utilized in various ways, including trapping
of small rodents for food and collection of honey from bee-hives;
the latter is actively encouraged by the project. People do not hunt
Tauraco bannermani as a rule, but the larger Corythaeola cristata was
hunted to extinction in the 1980s. One of the main threats remains
forest clearance for agriculture, should the community management
system, currently being set up, not last. The plateau grasslands are at
times grazed by large flocks of sheep and goats with resulting
erosion and damage to the forest understorey; fires that get out of
control in the dry season can also damage portions of the forest.
Dead wood (standing or otherwise) is collected on a large scale for
fuel; the gradual disappearance of standing dead trees is likely to
affect populations of hole-nesting birds. This represents another major
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threat to the forest today, and as dead wood is not in sufficient
supply live trees are also taken. More than 200,000 people depend
on the forest for fuel and at the present rate of utilization the
forest has probably no long-term future if an alternative source
of fuel cannot be found. Other threats include over-harvesting
of particular tree species for specific uses—Prunus africana,
Podocarpus, etc.

■ Further reading
Boistel and Amiet (2000), Cheek et al. (2000), Dowsett-Lemaire and Dowsett
(1998c), Forboseh and Maisels (2000), Fotso (1993, 1996, 2001), MacLeod
(1987), McKay (1994), Stuart (1986), Verheyen et al. (1997).

Mbi Crater Faunal Reserve–
Mbingo Forest
Admin region North-west
Coordinates 06°07’N 10°20’E
Area c.1,000 ha Altitude 1,600–2,100 m

CM013
A1, A2 (086), A3 (A07)
Faunal Reserve,
Unprotected

■ Site description
Mbi Crater is a Faunal Reserve of 400 ha: the crater itself is c.1 km
across and lies at 2,060 m. It consists mostly of grassland, probably
seasonally flooded, and there is also a smaller permanent swamp. The
rims are covered with a mosaic of montane forest, Gnidia woodland,
montane grassland and rocky ridges and much the same range
of habitats occurs at nearby Mbingo. The main section of forest
here flanks the escarpment (c.1,900–2,100 m), just beyond the northwestern rim of the crater, and lies outside the reserve on a privatelyowned cattle-ranch. The ranch entirely surrounds Mbi crater and
extends north-westwards to the boundary of Mbingo forest, which
is also on private land, belonging to Mbingo Baptist Hospital.
It comprises at least 400 ha of gallery forest and grassland between
1,600–2,000 m.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. From brief visits, some
120 species have been recorded. The two Bamenda highlands endemics,
Tauraco bannermani and Platysteira laticincta, are both widespread
as are other restricted-range species. There is a probable record of
Tyto capensis from Mbi Crater; Malaconotus gladiator should be
searched for at Mbingo, where the lower altitude of the forest appears
more suitable than at Oku (CM012). Three Sudan–Guinea Savanna
biome (A04) and three Guinea–Congo Forests biome (A05) species
also occur (see Table 3).
Key species
A1
Tauraco bannermani
Platysteira laticincta
Andropadus montanus
Ploceus bannermani
Bradypterus bangwaensis
A2 (086) Cameroon mountains EBA: 13 of the 27 species of this EBA that occur in
Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 29 of the 44 species of this biome that occur
in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Mbi Crater is thought likely to hold some endemic plant species, under
investigation by staff of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew.
■ Conservation issues
A small part of Mbi Crater Faunal Reserve has been encroached upon
by the adjacent cattle-ranch, with some forest (just outside the crater)
burnt and felled. The boundary should be redefined and the cattle
owners encouraged to respect the forest beyond a certain limit. The
main area of forest at Mbingo is currently largely intact: there is much
less pressure here for firewood than at Mount Oku (CM012). Mbingo
Hospital owns the land and the current managers are keen to protect
this large tract of forest from agricultural encroachment. Its fate in
the longer term is, however, uncertain and there is currently some
burning and intermittent encroachment by Fulani herdsmen, which
the hospital has limited resources to control.
■ Further reading
Dowsett-Lemaire and Dowsett (1998c).
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Mount Mbam
Admin region West
Coordinates 05°57’N 10°44’E
Area 12,000 ha Altitude 1,100–2,335 m

CM014
A1, A2 (086), A3 (A07)
Unprotected

■ Site description
Mount Mbam, also known as the Mbam Hill Forest, is a massif
situated between the towns of Foumban and Jakiri and includes about
2,000 ha of montane forest, mainly on the plateau at about 2,000 m.
The massif is an abrupt, isolated mountain with montane savanna
grassland mixed with large patches of gallery forest on the plateau and
the slopes, where they line the numerous streams, some of which are
seasonal and some permanent. Many large forest patches extend down
to about 1,400 m. The numerous galleries on the plateau range between
5 m and 100 m in width and 500–1,000 m or more in length. The forest
is dominated by Albizia gummifera, Polyscias fulva and Schefflera mannii
while other common species include Syzygium guineense, Carapa
procera, Ficus spp., Nuxia congesta, Olea capensis, Croton macrostachyus
and Eugenia gilgii. Emergent shrubs in the Sporobolus africanus
grassland include Hypericum revolutum, H. riparium and Agauria
salicifolia. The hills are dotted with small settlements of mainly Fulani
cattle grazers. Population densities at lower altitudes are higher, with
at least 10 villages at the foot of the hills.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. A total of 137 species
have so far been recorded. The mountain holds important numbers
of Tauraco bannermani, probably the second-largest population after
Mount Oku (CM012). Apalis bamendae is not uncommon and occurs
at 2,050 m in company with Apalis cinerea, A. pulchra and A. jacksoni.
Four species of the Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome (A04) and 10 of
the Guinea–Congo Forests biome (A05) also occur (Table 3).
Key species
A1
Tauraco bannermani
Bradypterus bangwaensis
Apalis bamendae
A2 (086) Cameroon mountains EBA: 12 of the 27 species of this EBA that occur in
Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 21 of the 44 species of this biome that occur
in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
None known to BirdLife International.
■ Conservation issues
Although human settlements in the uplands are so few that their impact
on forest ecology is minimal, hunters from the lower villages burn
down large patches of the forests annually. Numerous debarked Prunus
africana trees were seen, many with regenerating stems. A small NGO
is working in the area and is interested in the protection of the forests.
■ Further reading
Njabo and Languy (2000).

Mbam Djerem National Park

CM015

Admin region Central, East, Adamaoua
Coordinates 05°50’N 12°45’E
A1, A2 (086), A3 (A04, A05)
Area 416,512 ha Altitude 600–900 m
National Park

■ Site description
Located on the southern slopes of the Adamaoua plateau, to the east
of the Yoko–Tibati road, Mbam Djerem National Park has probably
the greatest habitat diversity of any protected area in Cameroon. The
vegetation includes the northern limits of the rainforest, riverine and
gallery forest, savanna woodland and some riverine grassland. The
terrain is generally flat and is drier and more open to the north and
west. The area in the south of the park used to be more open, due to
frequent fires, but now there are extensive areas of woodland and
young forest. It is apparent from old vegetation maps and more recent
satellite imageries that much of the forest in the area is only about 50
years old; between 40–50% of the park is now forested. Average annual
rainfall is approximately 1,500 mm.

■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. The avifauna is rich, with
365 species recorded so far. One species of the Afrotropical Highlands
biome (A07) also occurs (see Table 3).
Key species
A1
Apalis bamendae
A2 (086) Cameroon mountains EBA: One of the 27 species of this EBA that occur in
Cameroon has been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A04) Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome: 18 of the 45 species of this biome that occur
in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A3 (A05) Guinea–Congo Forests biome: 112 of the 215 species of this biome that
occur in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
The area still holds relatively healthy populations of a number of large
mammals including Pan troglodytes (EN), Loxodonta africana (EN)
and Hylochoerus meinertzhageni (VU).
■ Conservation issues
The area was gazetted a National Park in January 2000 and is
the largest National Park in Cameroon. Human population
density in the region is relatively low, but poaching is a serious threat
to large-mammal populations. Seasonal fires are also a problem.
Logging concessions have been allocated in the area south of the
park.
■ Further reading
Bobo and Languy (2000).

Bali-Ngemba Forest Reserve
Admin region North-west
Coordinates 05°49’N 10°05’E
Area 1,200 ha Altitude 1,350–2,100 m

CM016
A1, A2 (086), A3 (A07)
Forest Reserve

■ Site description
Bali-Ngemba Forest Reserve is located in the valley of the Alatening
stream, south-west of Bamenda. The vegetation comprises a
continuous band of submontane and montane forest, much of it
degraded to varying degrees. There are large Eucalyptus plantations
between c.1,350–1,600 m which are exploited for timber and
fuelwood. Above 1,600 m there is a patchwork of natural forests
and farms. Although the understorey of the forest is much cleared
for the growing of coco-yams, maize, plantains and potatoes, it
retains a continuous canopy. Patches of intact forests are found
mainly on the higher northern edge of the reserve. The reserve is
completely surrounded and, except on the most inaccessible slopes,
encroached by farmland, particularly for the cultivation of arabica
coffee.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. To date, 185 species have
been recorded. Tauraco bannermani is common above 1,800 m, but
has been recorded down to 1,600 m and breeds in shade trees above
cocoyam plantations. However, the relatively high density of
T. bannermani may be due to immigration of birds displaced by
forest clearance elsewhere. Platysteira laticincta and Malaconotus
gladiator also occur and, as most of the forest lies between 1,400–
1,800 m, the population of the latter may be healthy. Phylloscopus
herberti has been recorded recently. Five species of the Sudan–Guinea
Savanna biome (A04, Table 3) and 17 of the Guinea–Congo Forests
biome (Table 3) also occur; the former include Dendropicos
poecilolaemus, the only IBA in Cameroon from which it has, to date,
been recorded.
Key species
A1
Tauraco bannermani
Apalis bamendae
Andropadus montanus
Bradypterus bangwaensis
Malaconotus gladiator
Platysteira laticincta
A2 (086) Cameroon mountains EBA: 16 of the 27 species of this EBA that occur in
Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 31 of the 44 species of this biome that occur
in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
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■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Local reports indicate that Cercopithecus preussi (EN) may still survive,
but probably not for long.
■ Conservation issues
Bali-Ngemba is a production forest reserve, designated for commercial
exploitation, and is hence poorly protected. Furthermore, most of the
natural habitat is being cleared for farmland. Canopy cover is,
however, kept as it is necessary for shade for cocoyam cultivation.
There are several villages beside the reserve while the towns of
Bamenda and Bali are close by; human pressure is therefore high.
However, the remaining area of forest seems large enough to support
the key species if conservation action is taken rapidly. The site also
has high potential for ecotourism and educational activities. The
Cameroon government agency for forestry development (ONADEF)
has recently become involved in active management of the reserve,
including the conservation of parts of it, and is promoting the
reforestation of native trees along watercourses. A management plan
for the reserve is being developed.
■ Further reading
Njabo and Languy (2000), Tetsekoua (2000).

Banyang Mbo Wildlife Sanctuary

CM017

Admin region South-west
Coordinates 05°25’N 9°35’E
A1, A2 (085, 086), A3 (A05, A07)
Area 64,000 ha Altitude 200–1,756 m
Wildlife Sanctuary

■ Site description
Banyang Mbo Wildlife Sanctuary lies between the towns of Nguti
and Bangem, to the east of the Nguti–Mamfe road. Situated between
Korup National Park (CM019) to the west and Santchou (CM018) to
the east, Banyang Mbo falls naturally into two sections, a northern
block of about 34,000 ha, lying between 200 m and 500 m, where the
terrain is generally flat, and a mountainous southern part (which
represents a small northern extension of the Bakossi mountains,
CM022), where the land rises to over 1,700 m. The vegetation in the
northern block is coastal evergreen rainforest while, in the south, it is
a mix of mid-altitude and montane forest. The two sectors are
separated by a transition zone of inselbergs supporting low-canopy
forest. There are also extensive patches of secondary forest where
logging has occurred. Average annual rainfall is c.3,000 mm.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. The avifauna is rich, with
322 species recorded, and includes Telophorus kupeensis, recently found
to occur, along with many species of the Guinea–Congo Forests biome.
One species of the Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome (A04) also occurs
(Table 3).
Key species
A1
Ceratogymna elata
Zoothera crossleyi
Andropadus montanus
Kupeornis gilberti
Phyllastrephus poliocephalus
Picathartes oreas
Telophorus kupeensis
Nectarinia ursulae
A2 (085) Cameroon and Gabon lowlands EBA: Two of the six species of this EBA that
occur in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A2 (086) Cameroon mountains EBA: 13 of the 27 species of this EBA that occur in
Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A05) Guinea–Congo Forests biome: 135 of the 215 species of this biome that
occur in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 21 of the 44 species of this biome that occur
in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
The population of Loxodonta africana (EN) has been significantly
reduced by poaching. Other mammals that remain include Pan
troglodytes (EN) and Mandrillus leucophaeus (EN).
■ Conservation issues
Banyang Mbo Wildlife Sanctuary was gazetted in 1996 when the preexisting Banyang Mbo Council Forest Reserve was extended to include
the mountains. The sanctuary was created for the protection of certain
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mammal species and crocodiles. It is under pressure from logging,
hunting and agricultural encroachment—there are a number of villages
within the sanctuary boundaries (indeed, this is allowed by law). The
populations of some large mammal species have been seriously affected
by hunting. A community-based conservation project is working in
the region.

■ Further reading
Powell (1998).

Santchou Faunal Reserve
Admin region West
Coordinates 05°17’N 09°55’E
Area 4,000 ha Altitude 600–1,300 m

CM018
A1, A3 (A05)
Faunal Reserve

■ Site description
Located south of the town of Dschang, the site is surrounded by four
rivers, the Alouno to the north, the Nkam river to the west, to the south
by the Metché river and to the east by the Alouo river. The vegetation
is a mixture of Sterculiaceae- and Ulmaceae-dominated semi-deciduous
forest, shrubby savanna, submontane forest, periodically inundated
swamp-forest and grassland. Forest species include Mitragyna ciliata,
Lophira alata, Khaya ivorensis, Milicia (Chlorophora) excelsa, Mansonia
altissima, Terminalia spp., Klainedoxa gabonensis, Prunus africana and
a few emergent Polyscias fulva. The grasslands comprise Pennisetum,
Eleusine, Andropogon spp. and Imperata cylindrica. About nine villages
are found within the reserve.
■ Birds
See Box and Table 3 for key species. Some 161 species have so far
been recorded from the reserve, including the restricted-range Hirundo
fuliginosa (of unknown status; Table 2). This is one of only two IBAs
in Cameroon at which the Guinea–Congo Forests biome species
Phyllanthus atripennis occurs. One species of the Sudan–Guinea
Savanna biome (A04) also occurs (Table 3).
Key species
Columba albinucha
A1
A3 (A05) Guinea–Congo Forests biome: 63 of the 215 species of this biome that occur
in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Large mammals have been considerably reduced by poaching and
habitat destruction.
■ Conservation issues
At its creation the reserve covered an area of 7,000 ha; human
encroachment has to date reduced its effective size by about 40%. There
are an estimated 3,000 people in the reserve, mainly agriculturists of
the Bamiléké and Mbo ethnic groups, who cultivate extensive
plantations of coffee, cocoa and oil-palm. Permanent structures in
the reserve include Government-owned schools. The submontane
forest is heavily exploited for Prunus africana. Other species exploited
for medicinal purposes include Voacanga africana, Gnetum africanum
and Amaranthaceae. Since most of the savanna and swamp-forest
areas of the reserve have been encroached upon, it would seem
advisable to redefine the borders of the reserve, to include the much
less disturbed adjacent hilly areas.
■ Further reading
Bobo (2000), Tchamba and Seme (1993).

Korup National Park
Admin region South-west
Coordinates 05°10’N 8°52’E
Area 125,900 ha Altitude 3–1,079 m

CM019
A1, A2 (085), A3 (A05)
National Park

■ Site description
Korup National Park is located north-west of Mount Cameroon
(CM027) on the international frontier with south-east Nigeria (and is
thus contiguous with Cross River National Park—Okwangwo
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Division (NG010). Although the altitude ranges from just above sealevel to over 1,000 m, the terrain is generally flat, with hills and
escarpments found only in the northern section of the park; the highest
peak (Mount Ekundukundu) is located in the centre of the park. The
vegetation is unbroken coastal evergreen rainforest with abundant
Caesalpinaceae and Sacoglottis gabonensis. The forests of Korup are
floristically diverse. Annual average rainfall is approximately
5,460 mm.

■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. The avifauna is relatively
well known, with some 320 species recorded in and on the margins of
the National Park, including a large number of species of the Guinea–
Congo Forests biome.
Key species
Ceratogymna elata
Picathartes oreas
A1
A2 (085) Cameroon and Gabon lowlands EBA: Three of the six species of this EBA that
occur in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A05) Guinea–Congo Forests biome: 162 of the 215 species of this biome that
occur in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Mammals of global conservation concern include Mandrillus
leucophaeus (EN), Cercopithecus preussi (EN), Pan troglodytes (EN)
and Loxodonta africana (EN). Of special importance is the occurrence
of Procolobus (badius) preussi (EN).
■ Conservation issues
Established as a forest reserve in 1962, the area was upgraded to a
National Park in 1986. For many years a number of international
organizations and institutions have been working in collaboration with
the Government of Cameroon to improve the management of the
Korup National Park. Despite all efforts, poaching, agricultural
encroachment (from industrial plantations and from villages situated
inside the park) and logging still pose serious threats.
■ Further reading
Gartlan (1989), Rodewald et al. (1994), Thomas (1991).

Mont Bana
Admin region West
Coordinates 05°08’N 10°21’E
Area 200 ha Altitude 1,800–2,045 m

CM020
A1, A2 (086), A3 (A07)
Unprotected

■ Site description
Situated some 50 km north-east of Mont Manengouba (CM021), to
the south of the Bafang–Bangangté road, the site comprises an area of
remnant forest, isolated in a cuvette near the summit Mont Bana, at
about 2,000 m. The vegetation includes submontane forest surrounded
by Sporobolus africanus grassland and Eucalyptus plantations. There
are also a number of gallery forests along drainage lines.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. A short survey of the area
revealed about 70 species, including a number of montane endemics.
Key species
A1
Bradypterus bangwaensis
A2 (086) Cameroon mountains EBA: Eight of the 27 species of this EBA that occur in
Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 14 of the 44 species of this biome that occur
in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
None known to BirdLife International.
■ Conservation issues
The site is unprotected and threatened by grazing, burning, farming
and Eucalyptus plantations.
■ Further reading
Amiet and Libert (1995), McKay (1994).

Mont Manengouba

CM021

Admin region South-west, Littoral
Coordinates 05°00’N 09°50’E
A1, A2 (085, 086), A3 (A05, A07)
Area 5,000 ha Altitude 1,100–2,411 m
Unprotected

■ Site description
Mont Manengouba is situated to the north-west of the town of
Nkongsamba. The crater of the volcanic mountain, at 1,950 m, is a
large grassy plain c.3 km in diameter with a few low hills, a marshy
area to the south and two small, deep volcanic lakes. The surrounding
escarpments are very steep, except on the north-western side. The peak
(2,411 m), on the south-eastern rim, is forested, while the southern
rim is less high (2,100 m) and gives access to extensive forested slopes
to the south. Most of the forest in the caldera grows up the eastern
and southern rims with a little on the edge of the lakes. It is rather
scrubby, with Maesa lanceolata the dominant species and some tall
Polyscias fulva locally. However, the largest expanse of forest, which
is also much denser, is to be found on the wetter southern and southeastern slopes, down to an altitude of 1,500 m (above the village of
Nsong), but extending lower in the south-east (1,100 m), mainly as
galleries. There is little doubt that, in the past, there was a forest
continuum between the lower (southern) slopes of Manengouba and
Mount Kupe (CM025), 20 km to the south-west. Most of the
intermediate country is now farmed, but there are still patches of forest
locally.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. As a result of recent surveys
some 270 species are now known to occur on Manengouba. In addition
to those species of global conservation concern listed below, a few
Circus macrourus winter on the mountain. Whereas Andropadus
montanus, Laniarius atroflavus, Bradypterus bangwaensis and Ploceus
bannermani are all common in the scrubby Maesa forest of the crater,
they become scarce/local on the southern slopes (where the Andropadus
and Bradypterus are mainly found at the edges of the denser forest;
the Laniarius and Ploceus are only near the top). Conversely, several
important species appear only in the wet, more luxuriant forest
spreading south, including Columba albinucha (seen at 2,100 m),
Phyllastrephus poliocephalus, Malaconotus gladiator, Sheppardia
bocagei, Cossypha roberti, Zoothera crossleyi, Kupeornis gilberti (truly
abundant) and Nectarinia ursulae. The montane forest swift
Schoutedenapus myoptilus was discovered for the first time in
Cameroon here in 1999, with up to 50 birds feeding over the forested
southern and south-eastern rims (at 1,900–2,200 m). Telophorus
kupeensis was sought for in the lower-altitude forest of the southeastern slopes, but not found, probably because the forest here is of
recent origin, with most large trees being pioneer species. The crater
grasslands are home to Tyto capensis (Manengouba is one of only
three definite Cameroon localities), where it is not rare. One species
of the Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome (A04) also occurs (Table 3).
Key species
A1
Circus macrourus
Kupeornis gilberti
Columba albinucha
Picathartes oreas
Andropadus montanus
Bradypterus bangwaensis
Phyllastrephus poliocephalus
Nectarinia ursulae
Malaconotus gladiator
Ploceus bannermani
Zoothera crossleyi
A2 (085) Cameroon and Gabon lowlands EBA: One of the six species of this EBA that
occur in Cameroon has been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A2 (086) Cameroon mountains EBA: 19 of the 27 species of this EBA that occur in
Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A05) Guinea–Congo Forests biome: 77 of the 215 species of this biome that occur
in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 36 of the 44 species of this biome that occur
in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
The massif shares, with a few other localities, three Cameroon endemic
mammals: Crocidura manengubae, Myosorex okuensis (VU) and
Dendromus oreas (VU), although there is no reason to suppose the
last two are endangered. The forest on the southern slopes holds two
montane frogs that are apparently endemic: Leptodactylodon
erythrogaster and Cardioglossa trifasciata, while one or two others
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are found only here and on nearby Mount Kupe (CM025) and the
Bakossi mountains (CM022). Among Cameroon–Nigerian endemic
forest butterflies present are Charaxes obudoensis and C. tectonis.

■ Conservation issues
The scrubby forest in the crater is little used by the few Fulani cattleherders in the area and is only marginally damaged by fires. It is
surprising that the important forest on the southern slopes has had
no legal protection status so far. However, a new draft management
plan (2000) is proposing to designate most of the area as ‘Protection
Forest’. The lower edges of this forest are gradually being felled to
give way to gardens (in one place up to 1,700 m). Much of this forest
‘belongs’ to the people of the village of Nsong who, largely thanks to
the visits by batrachologist J.-L. Amiet in the 1970s, are well aware
that their forest is unique and would welcome visitors to come and
discuss protection measures with them.
■ Further reading
Amiet (1975), Dowsett and Dowsett-Lemaire (2000), Dowsett-Lemaire and
Dowsett (1999c, 2000a), Eisentraut (1973), Stuart (1986).

Bakossi mountains

CM022

Admin region South-west
Coordinates 04°58’N 09°40’E
A1, A2 (085, 086), A3 (A05, A07)
Area 60,000 ha Altitude 150–1,895 m
Unprotected

■ Site description
This is a very large area of forested hills situated a short way to the
west of Mont Manengouba (CM021) and Mount Kupe (CM025),
across the Jide valley. The site includes c.20,000 ha of mid-altitude
and montane rainforest (above 1,000 m) and nearly twice that amount
of lowland rainforest in ‘Western Bakossi’. There are three peaks
between 1,800–1,900 m in the north (one of them an inselberg), the
‘Edib Hills’ in the centre are mostly between 1,100–1,450 m while the
south-west is lower-lying (down to 150–200 m on the Mungo river);
the terrain, however, remains precipitous almost throughout. The hills
are dotted with a few small settlements, more populated at low
altitudes, where some cash-crops (especially cocoa) are grown. No
rainfall data are available, but there is little doubt that the wettest
and coolest section is in the centre around Lake Edib (a small crater
lake and swamp surrounded by cliffs and forest) and a striking feature
of the forest in this region is the abundance of epiphytic moss. Away
from settlements, the forest cover is usually continuous, but very
locally, mainly near Kodmin (1,320–1,450 m) on the eastern side, the
vegetation consists of a mosaic of bracken clearings and forest patches;
the origin of these clearings is probably secondary, but the forest seems
unable to regrow. As for the area between Kupe and Manengouba,
there was evidently a forest corridor in the recent past between these
two massifs and Bakossi, at altitudes varying from 200–1,200 m, thus
high enough for a number of montane species.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. There have been only limited
surveys, but the area holds at least 330 species. With Mount Cameroon
(CM027) and Mount Oku (CM012), Bakossi is one of the three most
important sites for the conservation of local endemics along the
Cameroon chain, given that its area of upland forest is much greater
than those on nearby Mount Kupe and Manengouba (which are,
however, almost equally rich in montane bird species). The most
endangered of these (given its small range), Telophorus kupeensis, is not
uncommon in the Edib Hills, in primary forest at 1,000–1,250 m. Bakossi
is also particularly important for its populations of Kupeornis gilberti,
abundant throughout mid-altitude forest (>1,100 m near Edib,
>1,250 m in the north). The status of Apus sladeniae (of which there
exists a specimen from Bakossi, the only record for Cameroon) is
uncertain: this swift could be overlooked as it is difficult to distinguish
from Apus barbatus. Ploceus bannermani reaches its western limit at
Kodmin, the only part of Bakossi with suitable habitat (forest clearings)
for this ecotone species. Malaconotus gladiator is common in the hills
around Kodmin and Edib at 1,100–1,450 m, also taking advantage of
exposed canopy at forest-edges; it appears absent at similar altitudes in
the north of the Bakossi range, which are considerably warmer (i.e. it is
an area where all montane species occur 150–200 m higher in altitude
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than in the Edib Hills). Bakossi is perhaps the only site in Cameroon
where all three Smithornis coexist, S. capensis in more secondary
situations than its congeners; S. sharpei is widespread in this and other
mid-altitude forests in south-west Cameroon. One species of the
Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome (A04) also occurs (Table 3).
Key species
Columba albinucha
Malaconotus gladiator
A1
Apus sladeniae
Zoothera crossleyi
Ceratogymna elata
Kupeornis gilberti
Andropadus montanus
Picathartes oreas
Phyllastrephus poliocephalus
Nectarinia ursulae
Telophorus kupeensis
Ploceus bannermani
A2 (085) Cameroon and Gabon lowlands EBA: Three of the six species of this EBA that
occur in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A2 (086) Cameroon mountains EBA: 18 of the 27 species of this EBA that occur in
Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A05) Guinea–Congo Forests biome: 158 of the 215 species of this biome that
occur in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 34 of the 44 species of this biome that occur
in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Until recently, the Edib Hills had an important population of
Mandrillus leucophaeus (EN); unfortunately hunting of the species has
recommenced. Cercopithecus preussi (EN) is still present. Potamogale
velox (EN) is common here, and it is not clear why this widespread
species should be considered endangered. Of the several montane frogs
endemic to the Kupe–Manengouba–Bakossi area, one appears
confined to Bakossi, a new species of Leptodactylodon (L. wildi)
discovered at Kodmin in 1998. Recent studies of the vegetation have
led to the discovery of new species of trees.
■ Conservation issues
A management plan is in preparation with the aim of designating most
of the Bakossi mountains as Protection Forest (54,983 ha). The human
settlements in the uplands are so few and so little populated that they
have minimal impact on the forest ecology (except for the hunting of
large mammals); in Western Bakossi on the other hand, cocoa farms
are extending south of Bangone in an area of pristine forest.
Unfortunately, an old, abandoned road along the south-eastern edge
of Bakossi is being reopened with European funds and, inevitably,
the good-looking lowland forest around Mahole and southwards will
suffer as villages will be encouraged to develop along the new road.
■ Further reading
Amiet and Dowsett-Lemaire (2000), Dowsett-Lemaire and Dowsett (1998b,
1999c, 2000a), Faucher (1999).

Mont Nlonako

CM023

Admin region Littoral
Coordinates 04°51’N 10°03’E
A1, A2 (085, 086), A3 (A05, A07)
Area c.64,619 ha Altitude 90–1,825 m
Unprotected

■ Site description
The Mont Nlonako forest lies between the towns of Nkongsamba (to
the north-west) and Nkondjock (to the east). Mont Nlonako is situated
a short distance from the neighbouring massifs of Manengouba
(CM021) (18 km to the north-east) and Kupe (CM025) (28 km southwest). The town of Nkongsamba is only a few kilometres to the west;
the western and northern sides of the mountain have, therefore, been
repeatedly encroached upon for agriculture and much of the remaining
forest is secondary. The situation is rather different on the eastern
and southern sides where the forest is almost untouched above 1,150 m;
a small ring of villages and coffee farms established around 1,000–
1,100 m has almost cut off the montane forest from the vast, lowlying block of forest to the south-east. In the highest, central part of
the mountain is a small cuvette (c.1.5 km in diameter), with much
grass and bracken in its centre and forested rims at 1,600 m on the
northern, eastern and southern sides; the western side is higher, with
the peak at 1,825 m being forested to the top on the western scarp. At
1,150–1,500 m, the forest on the eastern slopes is magnificent, with a
25–30 m tall canopy. It appears, however, to be drier and warmer
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than similar-altitude forest on Mount Kupe, Bakossi (CM022) and
southern Manengouba, with epiphytic vegetation much less in
evidence. The lowland forest stretching east to the Nkam river (which
forms the eastern boundary of the reserve) and south to the Nkébé
river (a tributary of the Nkam) is equally impressive.

■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. Recent surveys have identified
267 species. Differences in the microclimate (presumably) mean that
several montane birds found commonly on the neighbouring massifs
are either much rarer here (e.g. Kupeornis gilberti, Malaconotus gladiator,
Poliolais lopezi, Nectarinia ursulae) or apparently absent. On the other
hand, numbers of some species remain high (e.g. Phyllastrephus poensis,
P. poliocephalus, Zoothera crossleyi) but these are medium- rather than
high-altitude species which tolerate warmer temperatures. Just as
montane species tend to occur here at altitudes higher than elsewhere,
some lowland species are found unusually high, with Caprimulgus
binotatus, Jubula lettii and Melichneutes robustus all observed at 1,150–
1,200 m. An unfamiliar song of a pigeon heard at 1,200 m was almost
certainly that described for the little-known Columba albinucha, but
confirmation is needed. Further surveys are recommended, as is the
continued search for Telophorus kupeensis. There are several breeding
colonies of Picathartes oreas, including one numbering c.30 nests.
Key species
Ceratogymna elata
Zoothera crossleyi
A1
Andropadus montanus
Kupeornis gilberti
Phyllastrephus poliocephalus
Picathartes oreas
Malaconotus gladiator
Nectarinia ursulae
A2 (085) Cameroon and Gabon lowlands EBA: Two of the six species of this EBA that
occur in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A2 (086) Cameroon mountains EBA: 13 of the 27 species of this EBA that occur in
Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A05) Guinea–Congo Forests biome: 121 of the 215 species of this biome that
occur in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 22 of the 44 species of this biome that occur
in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
The lowland forest is still visited annually by numbers of Loxodonta
africana (EN), but they are decreasing; there are still small numbers
of Mandrillus leucophaeus (EN) and Pan troglodytes (EN). More
importantly, a population of Procolobus (badius) preussi (EN) was
discovered on the Nkam river.
■ Conservation issues
A large part of the forest on the eastern and southern slopes of the
mountain appears intact, although the extension of the coffee farms
around Nguengué village (at 1,000–1,200 m) gives cause for concern.
Parts of the lowland forest have been selectively logged in the past
and new concessions are nibbling the reserve along the Nkébé river.
The Ministry of Environment and Forests is planning to declare
Nlonako a Faunal Reserve in the near future, although hunting
pressure is high and difficult to control.
■ Further reading
Dowsett-Lemaire and Dowsett (1999c, 2000a, 2001a), Stuart (1986).

Mount Rata and
Rumpi Hills Forest Reserve

CM024

Admin region South-west
Coordinates 04°51’N 9°10’E
A1, A2 (085, 086), A3 (A05, A07)
Area c.50,000 ha Altitude 100–1,768 m
Forest Reserve

■ Site description
The Rumpi Hills, situated to the north of Mount Cameroon (CM027),
west of the Bakossi mountains (CM022) and south-east of Korup
National Park (CM019), include a number of peaks over 1,000 m, the
highest of which is Mount Rata, 1,768 m. Many of the peaks are the
result of extensive faulting, so that there are no classic volcanic cones
with craters. Part of the site comprises an area of mid-altitude forest,
largely degraded by logging and agricultural encroachment. Mount Rata
has more intact forest than the surrounding areas. In addition to the

mid-altitude forest, coastal evergreen and drier northern semi-evergreen
forest elements occur. There are many permanent watercourses.

■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. A total of 198 species
have so far been recorded, including Columba albinucha. One species
of the Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome (A04) also occurs (Table 3).
Key species
A1
Columba albinucha
Zoothera crossleyi
Ceratogymna elata
Kupeornis gilberti
Andropadus montanus
Picathartes oreas
Phyllastrephus poliocephalus
Nectarinia ursulae
Malaconotus gladiator
A2 (085) Cameroon and Gabon lowlands EBA: Two of the six species of this EBA that
occur in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A2 (086) Cameroon mountains EBA: 14 of the 27 species of this EBA that occur in
Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A05) Guinea–Congo Forests biome: 96 of the 215 species of this biome that occur
in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 28 of the 44 species of this biome that occur
in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Hunters still report the presence of Mandrillus leucophaeus (EN) and
Cercopithecus preussi (EN), and among others Procolobus (badius)
preussi (EN) may occur, but the current status of all needs re-assessing.
On present evidence Myosorex rumpii (CR) is endemic to this site,
although whether or not this forest shrew (closely related to other
species) is really critically threatened remains to be investigated.
Another species endemic to Cameroon for which this is the typelocality is Paraxerus cooperi (VU), widespread in the mountain chain.
■ Conservation issues
The area has, until now, been a production Forest Reserve, open to
logging concessions; much of the forest has, in consequence, gone or
is in a poor state. The area around Mount Rata appears less damaged,
but surveys are needed to establish where the best forest is located.
Despite high hunting pressure, MINEF now plans to convert the
Rumpi Hills into a 45,675 ha Faunal Reserve in which, it is hoped,
Mount Rata will be included.
■ Further reading
Eisentraut (1973), Heim de Balsac (1968), Laurent (1992), Stuart (1986).

Mount Kupe

CM025

Admin region South-west, Littoral
Coordinates 04°48’N 09°42’E
A1, A2 (085, 086), A3 (A05, A07)
Area c.3,000 ha Altitude 750–2,064 m
Unprotected

■ Site description
Mount Kupe is less than 10 km east of the Bakossi mountains (CM022)
and 20 km south of Mont Manengouba (CM021). The massif is similar
in size to Mont Nlonako (CM023) and rises to only a little higher
(2,064 m). Apart from a couple of small grassy clearings on a rocky
outcrop near the summit, the mountain was entirely clothed in forest
from the foothills at c.300 m. All sides have been gradually encroached
upon by cultivation, up to 1,500 m on the eastern slopes and up to
750–1,100 m on the western and northern sides, near the villages of
Mbule and Nyasoso. The better-preserved section includes primary
mid-altitude and montane rainforest on the slopes above Nyasoso.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. Mount Kupe is one of the
better-known sites in the country and the overall list for the area is
c.330 species but, excluding commensal species and some vagrants, the
total for the forest (including species of edges) is nearer 270. Until very
recently, Telophorus kupeensis was thought to be endemic to the
mountain, with only c.7 pairs located in 1990, between 950–1,450 m.
The forest holds good numbers of Andropadus tephrolaemus,
Phyllastrephus poensis, P. poliocephalus, Kupeornis gilberti, Urolais
epichlora, Nectarinia oritis and N. ursulae; Cossypha isabellae is common
above 1,400 m. Malaconotus gladiator is not uncommon above 1,500 m,
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with a preference for canopy clearings. Ploceus batesi is only of marginal
occurrence, as a pair was recorded once on the lower edge of the forest
at Nyasoso (at 900 m). Here, as elsewhere, this species seems to prefer
secondary forest. Columba albinucha and Melignomon zenkeri are mainly
observed in secondary forest at 1,000–1,100 m. The status of
Malaconotus monteiri is uncertain as there is no specimen and large,
yellow-breasted Malaconotus shrikes are probably more likely a morph
of Malaconotus gladiator. One species of the Sudan–Guinea Savanna
biome (A04) also occurs (Table 3).
Key species
A1
Columba albinucha
Zoothera crossleyi
Andropadus montanus
Kupeornis gilberti
Phyllastrephus poliocephalus
Picathartes oreas
Telophorus kupeensis
Nectarinia ursulae
Malaconotus gladiator
Ploceus batesi
? Malaconotus monteiri
A2 (085) Cameroon and Gabon lowlands EBA: Two of the six species of this EBA that
occur in Cameroon have been recorded regularly at this site, another as a
vagrant; see Table 2.
A2 (086) Cameroon mountains EBA: 17 of the 27 species of this EBA that occur in
Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A05) Guinea–Congo Forests biome: 120 of the 215 species of this biome that
occur in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 30 of the 44 species of this biome that occur
in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
The status of Mandrillus leucophaeus (EN) was uncertain until recently
(2000), when one group was relocated. There is a large assemblage of
galago species on the mountain, including Arctocebus aureus (LR/nt).
Recent botanical exploration of the forest has revealed some new
species of trees.
■ Conservations issues
BirdLife International initiated a conservation project in 1991, taken
over by WWF-Cameroon in 1997. The local villages agreed to a ban
on hunting, which was largely respected for several years but which,
from 1999, appears to have lapsed. Ecotourism has been successfully
developed. However, agricultural encroachment continues and has
accelerated recently (1998–1999) at Nyasoso, with large portions of
pristine forest being cleared for gardens at various altitudes up to
1,500 m. The situation has improved in 2000–2001, with the boundary
of the proposed reserve being demarcated with the help of the local
villagers. A new management plan proposes to classify Kupe as a
réserve écologique intégrale or Strict Nature Reserve.
■ Further reading
Bowden (2001), Bowden and Andrews (1994), Dowsett-Lemaire and Dowsett
(1998b, 2000a), Stuart (1986), Williams (1998).

valleys where the forest can be impressively tall, the main forest-type is
semi-evergreen with a low canopy: on steep gradients the soils are rather
shallow, underlain with clay and rocks, thus the canopy reaches
moderate heights (often around 20 m) and emergents are well spaced
out. Common tall trees include Antrocaryon, Ceiba, Lophira,
Piptadeniastrum, Pycnanthus, Scyphocephalum, Terminalia and Uapaca.

■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. Some 310 species have been
identified in a first survey; a few montane species inhabit the highest
hills, i.e. two species of the Cameroon mountains EBA (086) and
Afrotropical Highlands biome (A07) (see Tables 2 and 3), including
Nectarinia oritis (an interesting extension of range to the south-east).
Ceratogymna elata is common in the Makombé Forest; Hirundo fuliginosa
is found commonly throughout and there are several breeding colonies
of Picathartes oreas, especially in the north of Ebo. One Sudan–Guinea
Savanna biome (A04) species has also been recorded (Table 3).
Key species
Ceratogymna elata
Picathartes oreas
A1
A2 (085) Cameroon and Gabon lowlands EBA: Three of the six species of this EBA that
occur in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A05) Guinea–Congo Forests biome: 147 of the 215 species of this biome that
occur in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Makombé Forest has been over-hunted, but the Ndokbou and Ebo
Forests are still extremely important for their large populations of
Loxodonta africana (EN) and several primates. These include Pan
troglodytes (EN), Cercopithecus preussi (EN), Mandrillus leucophaeus
(EN) still found in large groups throughout (this site probably harbours
the most important population of drill in Cameroon today), a ‘new’
population of Procolobus (badius) preussi (EN) and, also most
unexpectedly, a small population of Gorilla gorilla (EN) confined to the
north-east hills of Ebo Forest and perhaps also in south Ndokbou. The
frog Conraua goliath (VU) is much hunted for food, but is still widespread.
■ Conservation issues
A recent draft management plan (MINEF 2000) has proposed the western
section of Makombé (234 km²) as a Faunal Reserve, but the eastern
section and most of Ndokbou have been ear-marked as ‘Production
Forests’. Ebo Forest is proposed as a Wildlife Sanctuary, a category of
dubious conservation value as commercial logging and other
developments are authorized. Indeed, a logging concession has recently
(2000) been re-opened in the south of Ebo. All forests included in the site
have at times been selectively logged, although this did not affect most
of the hills where the forest is of no commercial value. The re-opening of
logging concessions and roads locally in some valleys will not greatly
affect the birdlife, but will have disastrous consequences for the large
mammal fauna as numbers of commercial hunters are increasing.
■ Further reading

Yabassi
Admin region Littoral, Central
Coordinates 04°30’N 10°25’E
Area c.300,000 ha Altitude 9–1,304 m

CM026
A1, A2 (085), A3 (A05)
Unprotected

■ Site description
The site is situated in the vast expense of forested country stretching
from Yabassi (Nkam Department) to Ndikiniméki (Mbam
Department). It consists mainly of three contiguous blocks of forest:
Makombé (c.600 km²), Ndokbou (at least 1,000 km²) and Ebo
(1,400 km²). Makombé Forest is immediately east of and contiguous
with the forest of Mont Nlonako (CM023); their common boundary is
formed by the Nkam river and the road from Yabassi to Nkondjock.
The Makombé Forest is limited to the north, east and south by the
Makombé river, a tributary of the Nkam. Ndokbou Forest stretches
east from the middle Makombé river to Ndikiniméki, north to Tongo,
and is contiguous to the south with Ebo Forest. The latter is traversed
by the Ebo river in its centre, limited to the west by the Dibamba and to
the east by the Iwouem river (a tributary of the Sanaga). These forests
are fringed with a few hunting villages along their borders, but are
otherwise uninhabited. The relief is steep, especially in Ndokbou and
Ebo where many hills reach over 1,000 m (to 1,304 m). Away from river
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Dowsett-Lemaire and Dowsett (2001a).

Mount Cameroon and Mokoko-Onge

CM027

Admin region South-west
Coordinates 04°12’N 9°10’E
A1, A2 (085, 086), A3 (A05, A07)
Area c.130,000 ha Altitude 0–4,095 m
Unprotected

■ Site description
Situated west of Douala, Mount Cameroon is a vast volcanic dome,
45 km long by 30 km wide, with its long axis aligned south-west–northeast. It lies on the Atlantic Ocean coast from which it is separated by
the road skirting its base which links the town of Limbe in the south to
Idenau in the west. The volcano is still active and eruptions occur from
fissures on its flanks about every 20 years (the last two being in 1982
and 1999). The western foothills near Debundsha experience the highest
rainfall in the country (c.10,000 mm per year); this decreases with
increasing altitude and also from west to east, down to 2,000 mm around
Buea, in the rain-shadow. The lower slopes used to bear a continuum
of forest from sea-level up to c.2,300 m (the upper limit of forest varying
between 2,200–2,400 m), to be replaced above by montane grassland,
volcanic rock and gravel, up to the peak at 4,095 m. Encroachment
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from agriculture or from logging (in Bambuko Forest Reserve on the
north-western side) has been nibbling the lower levels of the forest in
most places up to an altitude of a few hundred metres on the western
and northern sides, but up to at least 1,000 m on the southern and eastern
sides. Severe and repeated human-induced bush fires in the drier eastern
section have brought about serious degradation or even complete
destruction of the forest cover in places (as along the Bonakanda trail).
The montane grassland above that also gets burnt almost totally every
dry season, and is very impoverished. Most of the montane forest has a
very open canopy (important trees being Schefflera mannii, Syzygium
guineense bamendae, Nuxia congesta, Prunus africana) and a dense
understorey of Acanthaceae shrubs. The lowland forest on the lower
slopes has a very different structure, the canopy is mainly closed and
the understorey more open. The richest and most intact block of forest
is Etinde (c.30,000 ha) on the south-western side. Etinde is contiguous
with Bambuko Forest Reserve (24,500 ha) to the north, and is also
attached (by a narrow neck of forest north-east of Idenau) to Onge
River Forest and Mokoko River Forest Reserve. These cover
c.35,000 ha of lowland rainforest, spreading north towards Mbonge;
some of this was logged in the past, but a core area in Mokoko river
remains intact.

■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. The avifauna is very diverse,
with some 370 species recorded, including most of the montane endemics,
of which two are known only from Mount Cameroon: Francolinus
camerunensis and Speirops melanocephalus. The site is also the only
Cameroon locality for Psalidoprocne fuliginosa, which is very common
(0–3,000 m). The francolin is widespread on the south-western to southeastern slopes (above Buea) from 850 m to the upper limit of the forest
(c.2,300 m); its status on the northern slopes is unknown as the forest
there remains unexplored. The Speirops is common from 1,700 m or
1,800 m to 2,400 m and has been recorded locally to 3,000 m in scrubfilled ravines. Schoutedenapus myoptilus, only discovered in 2001, is quite
common (900–2,500 m). Malaconotus ‘monteiri perspicillatus’ was
collected over a century ago and never found again; it is probably best
considered an aberrant morph of M. gladiator (which is not uncommon
from 900–1,800 m). The status of some Guineo–Congolian species is
uncertain, as their inclusion is based on old specimens, some of which
may have been misallocated (e.g. Dendropicos pyrrhogaster).
Key species
Francolinus camerunensis
?Malaconotus monteiri
A1
Ceratogymna elata
Zoothera crossleyi
Psalidoprocne fuliginosa
Picathartes oreas
Andropadus montanus
Nectarinia ursulae
Phyllastrephus poliocephalus
Speirops melanocephalus
Malaconotus gladiator
A2 (085) Cameroon and Gabon lowlands EBA: Two of the six species of this EBA that
occur in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; the status of a third
(Ploceus batesi) is uncertain; see Table 2.
A2 (086) Cameroon mountains EBA: 19 of the 27 species of this EBA that occur in
Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A05) Guinea–Congo Forests biome: 158 of the 215 species of this biome that
occur in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 36 of the 44 species of this biome that occur
in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Two shrews (Crocidura eisentrauti (CR), Sylvisorex morio (EN)) and
a rodent Lophuromys roseveari are (on present evidence) endemic to
the mountain; the shrews are unlikely to be endangered. Large
mammals of conservation concern include Mandrillus leucophaeus
(EN), Cercopithecus preussi (EN) (still locally common) and Loxodonta
africana (EN), now seriously threatened. Among butterflies, Charaxes
musakensis is known from nowhere else. There is a high level of plant
endemism (possibly as many as 49 endemic species).
■ Conservation issues
The area is currently effectively unprotected; although the site includes
three Forest Reserves, they are Production Forests and one, Bambuko,
is now largely commercially exhausted. The Government has, moreover,
recently (2000) proposed to classify most of the remaining forest as
‘Production Forest’; however, this decision is likely to be modified, instead
being classified as Faunal Reserve or Protection Forest. The Mokoko

Wildlife Management Association (a local initiative) is strongly opposed
to further forest exploitation and wants their area (Mokoko and Onge)
to be protected and managed by their community, in addition to a core
area of State Protected Forest (Faunal and/or Floral Reserve). The Mount
Cameroon Project (MCP, Limbe) is hoping to obtain a similar status for
part of the Etinde Forest, with a buffer zone (as ‘protected area under
community management’). The eastern side is unlikely to get protection
status as it has been severely degraded by fires and agricultural
encroachment. Bambuko Forest Reserve was heavily exploited in the
past and has lost virtually all of its lowland forest; the elephant bush and
montane forest at higher levels, however, are reasonably intact. In general,
threats include the spread of smallholder oil-palm and cocoa plantations,
commercial food-crop farming and uncontrolled hunting. The killing of
Prunus (over-exploited for its bark) has largely been stopped thanks to
a cooperative project set up by MCP.

■ Further reading
Cable and Cheek (1998), Dowsett et al. (2001), Dowsett-Lemaire and Dowsett
(2001b), Eisentraut (1973), Serle (1950, 1954, 1965), Stuart (1986), Thomas
and Cheek (1992).

Mbam Minkom–Kala

CM028

Admin region Central
Coordinates 03°51’N 11°23’E
Area c.25,000 ha Altitude 700–1,295 m

A1, A2 (085), A3 (A05)
Unprotected

■ Site description
This site comprises a discontinuous arc of forested hills to the north
and west of Yaoundé, situated 10–35 km from the city centre. Four
main hills are included; Mbam Minkom, the largest, to the northwest, Nkol Yéyé due north of Yaoundé, Eloumden to the south-west
and, beyond it, Kala, furthest from the city. Some good forest remains,
but it is fragmented and highly threatened. The vegetation includes
degraded, drier semi-evergreen and mixed moist semi-evergreen
rainforest with some mid-altitude elements. Average annual rainfall
is between 1,600–1,700 mm.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. The avifauna of the region
as a whole, including non-forest forms, totals about 360 species.
Key species
A1
Picathartes oreas
A2 (085) Cameroon and Gabon lowlands EBA: One of the six species of this EBA that
occur in Cameroon has been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A05) Guinea–Congo Forests biome: 121 of the 215 species of this biome that
occur in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
None known to BirdLife International.
■ Conservation issues
The Cameroon Ornithological Club is considering the possibility of
developing a conservation project in the area. The local forests are
fragmented and highly threatened by local timber extraction, farming
and hunting; most of the large mammal populations have already
been lost.
■ Further reading
Achoundong (1985, 1996), Amiet (1983, 1987), Amiet and Perret (1969),
Decoux and Fotso (1988), Fotso (1990, 1994), Thompson and Fotso (1996).

Dja Faunal Reserve
Admin region South, East
Coordinates 03°15’N 13°00’E
Area 526,000 ha
Altitude 540–850 m

CM029
A1, A2 (085), A3 (A05)
Faunal Reserve, Biosphere Reserve,
World Heritage Site

■ Site description
Located in the south-central part of the country, east of the town of
Sangmélima, this is the largest protected area in Cameroon. The terrain
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is generally flat and the vegetation comprises lowland evergreen and
semi-evergreen rainforest and some riparian and swamp-forest, the
latter dominated by Uapaca and Raphia spp. There are a number of
inselbergs and small enclosed edaphic savannas, either on rocky
substrate or in swamps. Average annual rainfall is c.1,600 mm.

■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. The avifauna remains
poorly documented (with about 310 species claimed, but only some
250 detailed in a preliminary report). In addition, there are historical
records of a number of other species collected by G. L. Bates in lowland
forest and swamps to the west of the reserve near Bitye, which should
be looked for in Dja. These include some species of conservation
concern or restricted range such as Bradypterus grandis and Batis
minima. Ploceus batesi was also collected near Bitye in the past and
seen more recently in a village near the reserve’s entrance. The possible
occurrence of these and other species in the reserve requires further
surveys. Dja is known to hold some of the largest breeding colonies of
Picathartes oreas in the country (with at least 50 nests known, and
much habitat not yet prospected). Gallinago media has also been
recorded, but its local status is not documented.
Key species
A1
Picathartes oreas
A2 (085) Cameroon and Gabon lowlands EBA: Three of the six species of this EBA that
occur in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A05) Guinea–Congo Forests biome: 157 of the 215 species of this biome that
occur in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Among important primates are populations of Gorilla gorilla (EN),
Pan troglodytes (EN), Colobus satanas (VU) and Arctocebus aureus
(LR/nt). Also present are Loxodonta africana (EN).
■ Conservation issues
Dja was established as Hunting Reserve in 1950, a Wildlife Reserve in
1973, a Biosphere Reserve in 1981 and a World Heritage Site in 1984.
The area is naturally protected by the wide Dja river, which prevents
access from the main road that passes south of the reserve, and has never
been logged. There is a risk that, in time, the reserve will become isolated
from other forests in the region due to logging. Poaching of mammals is
a problem locally, but does not affect birdlife. Agricultural encroachment
is limited to the vicinity of the road in the north, due to the low human
population in the area. The European Union-funded ECOFAC project
is presently involved with research and management aspects.
■ Further reading
Christy (1994).

Boumba–Bek
Admin region East
Coordinates 02°40’N 15°00’E
Area 233,000 ha Altitude 380–600 m

CM030
A3 (A05)
Unprotected

■ Site description
This site is enclosed between the Boumba and Bek rivers in the extreme
south-east of the country and is accessible only by pirogue and hunters’
trails. It has never been logged and contains extensive semi-evergreen
lowland rainforest (dominated by Triplochiton scleroxylon in places,
otherwise rather mixed). The canopy is fairly open, with a dense
Marantaceae understorey; it is interspersed locally with very small
(c.1 ha) patches of closed-canopy evergreen forest. Small areas of
seasonally flooded forest, Raphia swamp-forest and edaphic grassy
savannas also occur. The main rivers are fast-flowing and generally
devoid of sandy beaches.
■ Birds
See Box and Table 3 for key species. Some 254 species have been
recorded from the reserve. Picathartes oreas (Table 2) seems to reach
the eastern limit of its range here, as an old nest was found on a rock
on the eastern bank of the Boumba river; there is, however, very little
suitable habitat for the species which must be uncommon. Glaucidium
capense is locally frequent in open-canopy forest, as elsewhere in south-
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east Cameroon and adjacent north Congo: the race of this forest
population is yet undetermined, but castaneum is the most likely.
Another species recently discovered in the country, Phylloscopus
budongoensis, is common above 400 m. Records of Pachycoccyx
audeberti and Muscicapa tessmanni are worthy of note: the former is
generally rare in the forest zone; the latter is also rather localized, but
has recently been observed in Dja and in the other IBAs in the southeast. The yellow-bellied form of Stiphrornis erythrothorax is common.
This has, however, been described as a new species, Stiphrornis
sanghensis, from Dzanga–Sangha in Central African Republic
(CF008). Independent field research there and in neighbouring parts
of Cameroon and Republic of Congo suggests it is, in fact, no more
than a subspecies of the widespread S. erythrothorax, and it is treated
as such here, pending further evidence.
Key species
A3 (A05) Guinea–Congo Forests biome: 155 of the 215 species of this biome that
occur in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
The area holds numbers of Gorilla gorilla (EN), Pan troglodytes (EN)
and Loxodonta africana (EN).
■ Conservation issues
The forest is used by small numbers of Baka people. Some illegal
hunting of large mammals takes place to supply the bush-meat markets
of Batouri and other towns and this is a problem locally, but of no
consequence for the avifauna. A management plan is in preparation
for the whole of the south-eastern forested region involving logging
companies, safari hunters, WWF, GTZ, the World Bank and the
Ministry of Environment and Forestry. Within this, it is proposed to
designate Boumba–Bek and Nki (CM032) and the intermediate,
uninhabited buffer zone either as two contiguous National Parks, or
as one National Park (Nki) and one Faunal Reserve (Boumba–Bek).
■ Further reading
Dowsett-Lemaire and Dowsett (1998a).

Campo Ma’an complex

CM031

Admin region South
Coordinates 02°30’N 10°15’E
A1, A2 (085), A3(A05)
Area c.500,000 ha Altitude 0–1,097 m National Park, Unprotected

■ Site description
Campo Ma’an National Park (270,000 ha) lies in the south-western
corner of the country, against the international border with Equatorial
Guinea and the Atlantic ocean. The western part of the park, which
reaches the coast, is generally flat, with altitudes ranging between
0–300 m; more to the east, the topography is more varied, with
altitudes ranging between 400–1,097 m. The vegetation is comprised
largely of coastal evergreen rainforest. There are, however, areas of
intact and secondary mixed evergreen and semi-evergeen rainforest
in the Ntem valley in the southern part of the park, which surround
extensive Raphia-dominated marshes. The National Park is
surrounded by a buffer zone of several UTOs (Unités Techniques
Opérationelles), where much commercial logging has taken place.
Average annual rainfall is 2,820 mm.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. A total of 200 species
have been recorded from the National Park, and more than another
100 from adjacent buffer zones (including a number of old records of
which some may have been from outside the limits of the site). Hirundo
fuliginosa and Malimbus racheliae are not uncommon and there are
old records of Picathartes oreas (from outside the park). This is the
only IBA in Cameroon from which Campephaga oriolina has been
recorded. There are records of Caprimulgus binotatus, and Tigriornis
leucolophus is thought to be common. Phylloscopus budongoensis has
also been been found in the higher hills. There are several large roosts
of Psittacus erithacus in the region.
Key species
A1
Picathartes oreas

Important Bird Areas in Africa and associated islands – Cameroon

A2 (085) Cameroon and Gabon lowlands EBA: Three of the six species of this EBA that
occur in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A05) Guinea–Congo Forests biome: 172 of the 215 species of this biome that
occur in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

A2 (085) Cameroon and Gabon lowlands EBA: One of the six species of this EBA that
occur in Cameroon has been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A05) Guinea–Congo Forests biome: 162 of the 215 species of this biome that
occur in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
The site holds several species of plants discovered recently that may
be endemic. Of mammals, Loxondonta africana (EN) is common in
the south-west of the park, while 20 species of primates occur, including
Mandrillus sphinx, Colobus satanas (VU) and Gorilla gorilla (EN)
which is not uncommon throughout. Trichechus senegalensis (VU) also
occurs in the western part of the park. More than 165 species of fish
are known, of which four are endemic to the site. The area is
exceptionally rich in reptiles; 122 species have been recorded. Of these,
Agama mehelyi and Hydraethiops laevis are only known from the typematerial and three others are known from fewer than five specimens.
Up to three recently collected specimens might prove to be of new
species.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Nki represents the eastern limit of the rarely-observed Myosciurus
pumilio (VU), a Lower Guinea endemic. Among other mammal species
of interest are Hylochoerus meinertzhageni; there are good numbers
of Loxodonta africana, Gorilla gorilla and Pan troglodytes (all EN).
■ Conservation issues
The site is so inaccessible that it is rarely visited by poachers. A
management plan in preparation proposes to designate Nki as a
National Park or Faunal Reserve, including the buffer zone between
Nki and Boumba–Bek (CM030).
■ Further reading
Dowsett-Lemaire and Dowsett (1998a).

■ Conservation issues
The park was gazetted in January 2000 with boundaries that differ
from the pre-existing forest reserve so that no logging concessions are
included in its boundaries. Indeed, the area immediately surrounding
the park is being, or has been, logged. There is clear evidence of
poaching, including of Gorillas and other primates. The best-preserved
area is the hilly eastern part. A Dutch Government Cooperation
Agency is running a conservation project in the area.
■ Further reading
Chirio (2000), COC (2000b), Good (1952–1953), Languy and Demey (2000),
Monard (1951), Ngandjui (1999).

Nki
Admin region East
Coordinates 02°20’N 14°30’E
Area c.200,000 ha Altitude 350–650 m

CM032
A1, A2 (085), A3 (A05)
Unprotected

■ Site description
The site is located in south-eastern Cameroon on the border with
Congo. The main access to Nki is via the Dja river, although organizing
a boat trip up river from the town of Moloundou to the east is very
difficult. The reserve, which has never been logged, is bordered to the
south and south-west by the Dja river, which is not navigable beyond
the Nki Falls (at 14°30’E). As with Boumba–Bek (CM030), nearby to
the north-east, the main forest-type is semi-evergreen with an open
canopy dominated by huge (50–60 m) Triplochiton, but which is
interspersed with more extensive patches of closed evergreen forest.
There are a few small, isolated saline swamps and some seasonally
flooded Uapaca forest along the Dja. The topography is more hilly
than in Boumba–Bek.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. A 20-day survey of the
reserve and the buffer zone to the east identified some 265 species. A
pair of Bradypterus grandis was discovered holding territory in a 1 ha
patch of Rhynchospora marsh; the overall population must be small
as suitable swamps are few. As evergreen rainforest is extensively mixed
with semi-evergreen forest; Glaucidium sjostedti occurs alongside G.
capense. Three species of forest nightjar have been recorded:
Caprimulgus batesi and binotatus are widespread (as elsewhere in the
south-east), but a rarer, and as yet unidentified, third species has been
heard at two places. It has also been found in Lobéké (CM033) and in
nearby north Congo; its voice is identical to that of a forest nightjar
taped recently (1996) in the Itombwe forest (CD013) of eastern
Democratic Republic of Congo whence the only known specimen of
C. prigoginei has been collected, thus it will more likely turn out to be
C. prigoginei than a new species. The yellow-bellied form of Stiphrornis
erythrothorax (which has been described as a new species S. sanghensis,
but see under CM030) is common.
Key species
A1
Bradypterus grandis

Lobéké National Park
Admin region East
Coordinates 02°15’N 15°45’E
Area 217,000 ha Altitude c.300–750 m

CM033
A1, A2 (085), A3 (A05)
National Park

■ Site description
Lobéké National Park is situated in the extreme south-east of the
country and is immediately adjacent to two other major reserves in
the Central African Republic and Congo (IBAs CF008 and CG001
respectively); its eastern limit is the large, sandy Sangha river on
Cameroon’s international border with both CAR and Congo. Most
of the forest has never been logged; it is largely semi-evergreen and is
dominated by species of Sterculiaceae (Triplochiton, Pterygota), Ceiba
pentandra and Terminalia superba. Under a rather open canopy, the
understorey is either dense Marantaceae–Zingiberaceae thicket or a
closed 6–8 m tall layer of Ebenaceae and Annonaceae trees. There are
a few small patches of closed, evergreen Gilbertiodendron dewevrei
forest near streams. The only natural savannas are saline swamps and
more than a dozen important ones of up to 2–3 km² occur in the park:
they are usually bordered by palm thickets (Phoenix or Raphia on
wetter ground) and most contain extensive sedge marshes
(Rhynchospora corymbosa). Finally, the sandbars on the Sangha
provide much habitat for waders and pratincoles in the dry season.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. Some 305 species have
been recorded. The area is most important for Bradypterus grandis,
which appears common in Rhynchospora marsh to which it is entirely
confined, with local densities of c.1 pair/ha. This makes Lobéké the
most important site to date for the species anywhere in Cameroon or
Gabon, although a more extensive survey is needed to confirm whether
the site holds over 100 pairs, as seems possible from the available
habitat. Other species of interest are the relatively rare Bostrychia
olivacea, Otus icterorhynchus, Melignomon zenkeri, Muscicapa
tessmanni (all four are also recorded in nearby Boumba–Bek, CM030)
and Ploceus dorsomaculatus. Glaucidium capense is locally common
and there are three species of forest nightjar, including Caprimulgus
?prigoginei (see Nki site account, CM032). The yellow-bellied form of
Stiphrornis erythrothorax (which has been described as a new species
S. sanghensis, but see under CM030) is common.
Key species
A1
Bradypterus grandis
A2 (085) Cameroon and Gabon lowlands EBA: One of the six species of this EBA that
occur in Cameroon has been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A05) Guinea–Congo Forests biome: 171 of the 215 species of this biome that
occur in Cameroon have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
The saline swamps attract large numbers of Loxodonta africana (EN),
and Tragelaphus euryceros (LR/nt) is also common; whereas these and
various duikers suffer from poaching, the large primate populations
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are largely left in peace and Gorilla gorilla (EN) and Pan troglodytes
(EN) are widespread.

■ Conservation issues
The status of Lobéké and its buffer zones has been recently revised:
Lobéké National Park was gazetteed in March 2001 (thus falling in
line with adjacent Nouabalé–Ndoki in Congo (CG001) and Dzanga–
Ndoki in the Central African Republic (CF008) which have been
National Parks for some time), while buffer zones will be utilized by
hunting safaris, local communities and logging companies. Whatever
the legal status of Lobéké, illegal trapping of Psittacus erithacus
(coming to take minerals in the saline marshes) remains a serious
problem, as thousands of birds are caught each year for trade. Even

in 1997, when the export of live birds was suspended for a while,
hundreds of birds were still caught and killed to be sold for traditional
medicine. The Lobéké saltpans continue to attract very large numbers
of parrots, coming presumably from an area several times larger than
that of the reserve, but the incessant trapping is bound to have serious
consequences on the species’ population dynamics. The livelihood of
many people depends solely on this industry; trappers continue to
operate almost at will as the local ‘ecoguards’ are too few and have
no authority. Solutions have to be sought using means other than just
repression.

■ Further reading
Dowsett-Lemaire and Dowsett (1997, 1999a, 2000c).
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