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GENERAL INTRODUCTION
The Republic of Burkina Faso, formerly called Upper Volta, is a
landlocked country of 274,200 km² surrounded by Mali to the north
and west, Niger to the east and Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Togo and
Benin to the south. Located within the bend of the Niger river, it is
essentially a fairly flat plain dissected by three main branches of
the Volta river that drain southwards through Ghana. The drainage
system of the largest branch (the Mouhoun, formerly the Black
Volta) covers half of the country. The terrain is more elevated in
the west and more broken with rocky ridges and hills. Throughout,
the plain is interrupted in places by laterite plateaus that project
above the surrounding savanna while, in some areas, granitic
extrusions and boulders form large heaps and ridges.
Burkina Faso lies within three bioclimatic zones, the Sahelian,
the Sudanian and the Sudano-Guinean, the first two of which may
be further divided into different sectors, each with distinct ecological
characteristics. The Sahelian Zone occupies the northern 25% of
the country, north of about 13°N, and comprises the Sahelian and
sub-Sahelian sectors.
In the Sahelian sector, north of 14°N, average annual rainfall is
less than 400 mm and typically is unpredictable in timing, amount
and location; the dry season lasts eight to 10 months. The vegetation
is shrubby and wooded grassland or steppe dominated by Acacia
species, Commiphora africana and Balanites aegyptiaca, with
patches of ‘tiger bush’ along the northern borders, formed by bare
areas alternating with dense thickets that include Pterocarpus lucens
and Boscia senegalensis. The grass cover is composed of short
annuals that generally provide good pasture. There are numerous
seasonal lakes and several tributaries of the Niger flow through
the area. The majority of the people are transhumant and semisedentary Fulani, Touareg and Bella herdsmen.
In the sub-Sahelian sector, between 13–14°N, average annual
rainfall is 400–600 mm and is more predictable. The dry season lasts
seven to eight months. It is an area of transition between the Sahelian
and Sudanian bioclimatic zones. This is evident in the vegetation,

which in moister areas, such as along valley bottoms, resembles Sudan
savanna, while elsewhere it is more typical of the Sahel. The western
half of this sector supports some of the highest human population
densities in the country, from which there has been much emigration.
The vegetation is much affected by human activities, while a majority
of larger trees in the northern half of this sector have died as a result
of the climatic changes that began in the early 1970s. Agriculturalists
and pastoralists struggle to share arable resources.
The Sudan Zone, which covers roughly the central half of the
country, between c.10°30’N and 13°00’N, receives a more regular
annual rainfall of 600 to 1,000 mm. Three sectors are distinguished
in this zone: the central plateau sector, the Mouhoun sector, and the
Pendjari–Mékrou sector. The central plateau sector, between
approximately 12–13°N, has a northern Sudan savanna climate
characterized by rainfall of less than 900 mm and a dry season of
seven to eight months. Human population densities are high and the
area includes the capital city, Ouagadougou. Heavily influenced by
human activities, vegetation is dominated by cultivation, where most
large trees are those bearing some kind of fruit (Vittelaria, Parkia,
Tamarindus, Sclerocarpus, Diospyros, Lannea etc.); very little riparian
forest persists. The remaining vegetation cover is essentially one of
fallow fields and shrub savanna with various species of Combretum,
Terminalia, Piliostigma and Acacia and Detarium microcarpum.
Villages and old village sites are marked by baobabs Adansonia
digitata. Although ground-cover is usually fairly continuous,
perennial grasses are rare and the dominant species are fallow-land
annuals such as Loudetia, Schoenefeldia, Elionurus, Schizachyrium,
Cymbopogon and Andropogon species, all of poor or mediocre
pastural quality. The importance of livestock varies from area to
area. The best-preserved natural vegetation remains in classified
forests, along some drainage lines and in the less-populated western,
eastern and southern extremities of the sector.
The Mouhoun sector lies in the western and central-southern parts
of the country, between c.10°30’N and 12°00’N, and has an essentially
southern Sudanian climate characterized by 900–1,000 mm of rainfall
annually, with five to six months of dry season. Much of the area is
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Table 1. Summary of Important Bird Areas in Burkina Faso.
IBA
code
BF001
BF002
BF003
BF004
BF005
BF006
BF007
BF008
BF009
BF010

Site name
Béli river
Lake Oursi–Lake Darkoye
Lake Sourou
Ouagadougou forest
Mare aux Hippopotames
Kaboré Tambi–Nazinga–Sissili complex
Lake Kompienga
Arli–W–Singou complex
Bérégadougou hill
Diéfoula–Logoniégué forest
Total number of IBAs qualifying:

Administrative region
Oudalan
Oudalan
Sourou
Kadiogo
Houet
Zoundwéogo, Nahouri, Sissili
Kompienga
Tapoa
Comoé
Comoé

drained by the Mouhoun river. With an average population density
of about 25 people/km², this sector is still relatively well wooded,
although since the droughts of the early 1970s, it is increasingly
targeted by immigrant agriculturalists and pastoralists from other
regions. The vegetation is predominantly wooded savanna in which
Burkea africana, Isoberlinia doka, Afzelia africana, Anogeissus
leiocarpus and Detarium microcarpum are typical. In areas protected
from fire, such as within river bends or at old village sites, A. leiocarpus
can form large patches of dry forest. There is generally a continuous
ground-cover of tall, coarse, perennial grasses of various species of
Andropogon and Hyparrhenia and of Diheteropogon amplectens.
Patches of riparian forest are common along major drainage lines.
The Pendjari–Mékrou sector, lying in the east of the country
between 11°N and 12°N, is, effectively, the eastern equivalent of
the Mouhoun. The major differences are that it has a low human
population density, relatively few livestock and is little targeted by
migrant agriculturalists, though more so by pastoralists. It is notable
for several major seasonal rivers and their flood-plains and harbours
the greatest concentration of large mammals remaining in the
country. Seasonal ponds are scattered over the flood-plains. Along
the Pendjari and Mékrou rivers Borassus aethiopum palms dot the
drainage lines and, in places, form large stands. In the east of Arli
National Park a rocky ridge forms the Gobnangou cliffs that run
for 50 km through the north of the park while several inselbergs, in
particular that of Pagou, tower up into the sky and provide
important nesting sites for vultures and other raptors.
The Sudano-Guinean Zone occupies the south-west corner of the
country, and only one sector is recognized, the Comoé–Léraba sector.
Lying between 9°30’N and 10°30’N, this sector is relatively humid,
with an annual rainfall of 1,000–1,200 mm and a dry season of four
to five months. This is the most heavily wooded area of the country
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10 IBAs covering 20,260 km²
Criteria (see p. 11; for A3 codes, see Table 2)
A3
A4i
A4ii
A4iii
A03
A04
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
2
7
2
1
4

and wooded savannas and gallery forests predominate. The area is
drained mainly by the Comoé and Léraba rivers. The principal tree
species are those typical of the Sudan savannas but Khaya senegalensis
and Daniellia oliveri are much more common and, together with
Isoberlinia, give the landscape a park-like appearance. Gallery forests
can be extensive with Sudan savanna trees mixing with Guinea
savanna species such as Erythrophleum guineense, Anthocleista nobilis,
Dialium guineense, Chlorophora (Milicia) excelsa, Andira inermis,
Cola gigantea and Anthostema senegalense. There is a generally
continuous ground-cover of tall grasses. With about 15 inhabitants/
km², the human population density is relatively low, but shifting
cultivation of yams and, more recently, the production of cotton
have been responsible for rapid land clearance since the mid-1980s.
From the early 1990s the area has been increasingly targeted by
immigrants from the north. Generally, the area still holds the secondlargest reservoir of wildlife in the country, although increasing habitat
loss and intensive poaching are rapidly reducing and fragmenting
remaining populations. In addition, competition for pasture by cattle
has been steadily increasing since the early 1990s.
Administratively, the country is divided into 45 provinces and a
decentralization programme aims to provide some autonomy to
facilitate local development and economic growth. The population
is currently about 10 million in more than 7,100 communities, with
an average density of over 36 inhabitants/km². The annual rate of
increase is about 2.7%. In some areas, however, such as the Mossi
Plateau in the centre of the country, densities reach 122 people/km².
Where densities exceed 60 inhabitants/km², land pressures are
evident, with high levels of degradation of arable soils and dangerous
overgrazing in pastoral zones.
Small-scale agricultural and animal husbandry occupy 90% of
the population and provide 45% of the Gross National Product.

Important Bird Areas in Africa and associated islands – Burkina Faso
Some 2% of the population is involved in the secondary sector,
which provides 23% of the GNP, while about 1% is employed in
industry. Principal exports are cotton fibre, gold, cattle and small
ruminants and, to a lesser degree, yams with some beans and
mangos exported to Europe. Where subsistence farming has been
complemented by cash crops, family-sized plots of several hectares
have been considerably enlarged, usually accompanied by a
reduction in food crops.
Decline in rainfall since the late 1960s has been followed by
important demographic shifts, with pastoralists and farmers in areas
of high population density in the north and centre of the
country migrating to less densely populated areas. These changes
have had a profound impact upon the environment, resulting in the
reduction of natural vegetation in the formerly extensive woodlands
of the south. Although estimates of the remaining natural cover range
from 14 to 23%, at the present rate of loss, any remaining large tracts
of natural vegetation will soon be restricted to classified forests and
wildlife and pastoral areas. The main causes of this loss of habitat
include clearance of new fields for shifting cultivation, uncontrolled
cutting of firewood, overgrazing and concentration of domestic stock
along drainage lines and inappropriate burning.

ORNITHOLOGICAL IMPORTANCE
The number of species recorded from Burkina Faso stands at 455,
of which 318 are thought to be resident and 119 are regular seasonal
migrants. Of the latter, 81 are from the Palearctic and include the
two species of global conservation concern recorded from Burkina,
Falco naumanni (VU) and Gallinago media (NT), neither of which
is thought to be common. No restricted-range species are known,
but assemblages of biome-restricted species occur for two different
biomes (Table 2). More than three-quarters of the country falls
within the Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome (code A04) and 32 species
that are restricted to it have been recorded. The north of the country
lies in the Sahel biome (A03) and eight of its species occur in Burkina
Faso. In addition, there are a number of wetlands significant for
waterbirds, both resident and seasonal visitors, several of which
lie in the Sahelian north.

CONSERVATION INFRASTRUCTURE AND
PROTECTED-AREA SYSTEM
Burkina Faso has 78 protected areas, covering a total of 38,369 km²
(about 14% of the country), most of which were first classified
between 1936 and 1957. Legally, classification and modification of
the status of protected areas are made by ministerial or governmental
decree. Protected areas are under the authority of the Ministère de
l’Environnement et de l’Eau, which operates through the Direction
Général des Eaux et Forêts, the Direction de la Faune et des Chasses
and the Direction des Pêches. However, until recently, most
conservation areas received little effective management or significant
investment. In 1997 the government adopted the policy of leasing
wildlife protected-area concessions to the national private sector for
commercial management and it is expected that more effective
management of conservation areas will result.
While in practice, game-ranching and hunting-zone concession
and production systems are being tried in most of the remaining
wildlife-rich protected areas, the national legislative framework
currently recognizes the following categories of protected area:
Parc national—National Parks are areas set aside for the
conservation of flora, fauna, water-bodies, soils, landscapes or
geological formations with a special scientific or aesthetic value.
There are currently three national parks in Burkina Faso, Arli,
W and Kaboré Tambi, with a fourth site (Deux Balés and Dibon
Classified Forests) being managed as a national park.
Réserve totale de la faune—Total Wildlife Reserves are areas set
aside for the protection of all wildlife species and in which, in
principle, all hunting activities are prohibited. However, the four
total wildlife reserves are currently part of national parks or are
leased for commercial management as game ranches.
Réserve partielle de la faune—Partial Wildlife Reserves are areas
set aside for the protection of particular species. Some hunting
activities may be allowed under licence. One site is still maintained

•

•
•

•
•
•

as a partial wildlife reserve (Sahel), but four others are either
included in a national park, or are leased out for commercial
management as hunting zones or game ranches.
Sanctuaire—Sanctuaries are areas set aside for the protection of
characteristic communities of plants, animals or of seriously
threatened habitats. Currently, one sanctuary has been established
for hippopotamus Hippopotamus amphibius along a section of
the shores of Lake Bagré.
Refuge locale—Local Refuges are protected areas, formally
designated by local communities, to promote the reproduction,
dissemination and exploitation of wildlife species, together with
the conservation of the habitat necessary to the survival of the
species.
Zone villagoise de chasse—Village Hunting Zones are local
community lands assigned by villagers for the exploitation of
wildlife resources. Their creation is at the discretion of the village
community administration and confirmed by decision of the
relevant local authority.

Table 2. The occurrence of biome-restricted species at
Important Bird Areas in Burkina Faso. Sites that meet the
A3 criterion are highlighted in bold.
A03 – Sahel biome
(eight species in Burkina Faso; two sites meet the A3 criterion)
IBA code:
001
Ardeotis arabs
Eupodotis savilei
Streptopelia roseogrisea
✔
Mirafra cordofanica
✔
Cercotrichas podobe
✔
Spiloptila clamans
✔
Passer luteus
✔
Lamprotornis pulcher
Number of species recorded:
5
A04 – Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome
(32 species in Burkina Faso; seven sites meet the A3 criterion)
IBA code:
004 005 006 007 008 009
Falco alopex
✔
Poicephalus senegalus
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
Musophaga violacea
✔
✔
✔
Merops bulocki
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
Coracias cyanogaster
✔
✔
✔
✔
Lybius dubius
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
Galerida modesta
✔
✔
Hirundo leucosoma
✔
✔
✔
Corvinella corvina
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
Cossypha albicapilla
✔
✔
✔
✔
Myrmecocichla albifrons
✔
Turdoides reinwardtii
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
Cisticola ruficeps
Cisticola rufus
✔
Hypergerus atriceps
✔
✔
✔
✔
Eremomela pusilla
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
Anthoscopus parvulus
✔
✔
Nectarinia coccinigaster
✔
✔
Emberiza affinis
✔
✔
✔
Nesocharis capistrata
✔
Pytilia phoenicoptera
✔
✔
✔
Pytilia hypogrammica
✔
Lagonosticta rara
✔
Lagonosticta larvata
✔
✔
✔
Estrilda caerulescens
✔
✔
✔
✔
Estrilda troglodytes
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
Petronia dentata
✔
✔
✔
✔
Plocepasser superciliosus
✔
✔
✔
Ploceus heuglini
Lamprotornis purpureus
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
Lamprotornis chalcurus
✔
Ptilostomus afer
✔
✔
✔
✔
Number of species recorded:
17
8
24
11
21
16

002

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
5

010
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
11
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Ranch de gibier—Game Ranches in Burkina Faso involve wildlife
production and exploitation in an unfenced, natural environment.
While greater investments are required than for hunting
concessions, year-round multi-use exploitation is authorized
(game viewing, fishing, safari hunting, cropping, capture for live
sales, etc.), thus generating greater income and job-creation than
other forms of management. This helps to provide more practical
solutions for effective conservation management and for
improving community benefit.
Forêt classée—Classified Forests are areas of natural vegetation
set aside for forestry and wildlife production: there are about
60 such sites.

Also relevant to conservation in Burkina Faso is the Projet Pilote de
Gestion Participative des Ressources Naturelles et de la Faune
(GEPRENAF), or Wildlife and Natural Resources Participatory
Management Pilot Project. This large subregional programme is
being implemented along the upper reaches of the Comoé river in
south-western Burkina Faso and north-eastern Côte d’Ivoire. It has
been working to organize and promote community development in
conjunction with sustainable biodiversity conservation, in part
through village-managed wildlife production in conjunction with
professional operators.
The results of the GEPRENAF initiative have spawned a wider
programme in Burkina Faso, called the Programme National Pour
la Gestion des Ecosystèmes Naturels (PRONAGEN), or National
Programme for the Management of Natural Ecosystems. This
programme aims to establish responsible community structures about
major conservation areas, with the goal of giving them concessions
for the management of these areas and enabling them to negotiate
with private professional partners of their choice.
Nationally, Burkina has taken some important steps to address
problems of environmental degradation and desertification. These
include the adoption of forestry and environmental legislative codes
that involve and empower rural communities and the private sector
in the management of natural resources. Government policy
recognizes that the environment is of primary national concern, and
in 1994 the government launched a programme entitled “8000 Villages
– 8000 Forests”. The national Agrarian and Land Tenure Act has
been revised. The World Conservation Strategy for Sustainable
Development has been adopted. A National Environmental Action
Plan and a National Programme for the Management of Natural
Vegetation Formations have been formulated. A National
Programme for Village Forestry has been launched to help establish
rational village wood-lot management for the production of firewood
and, with support from rural communities, is expanding. A National
Programme for Village Territory Management has been launched
and is showing some positive results. However, appropriate legislation
is still being worked out for the effective application of the forestry
and environmental codes in the field.

INTERNATIONAL MEASURES RELEVANT TO THE
CONSERVATION OF SITES
Burkina Faso has ratified the Convention on Biological Diversity,
the Ramsar Convention, CITES, the Convention on Migratory
Species, the Convention to Combat Desertification, the Convention
on Climate Change and the World Heritage Convention, and
participates in UNESCO’s Man and Biosphere programme, under
which one site, the Mare aux Hippopotames, has been designated.

Regionally, it has ratified the African Convention on the
Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources while, subregionally,
Burkina Faso is a signatory to the Benin–Burkina–Niger agreement
for the protection of contiguous transboundary protected areas.

OVERVIEW OF THE INVENTORY
Ten Important Bird Areas (IBAs) are included in this inventory,
covering approximately 20,260 km² or 7.4% of the area of the country
(Map 1, Table 1). The IBAs cover all bioclimatic sectors of the country.
Of the sites, two are unprotected, one is partially protected and the
other seven all benefit from legal protection to varying degrees. Seven
IBAs have been selected for the Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome (A04),
and hold at least 30 of the 32 species of this biome known from the
country, while two IBAs have been chosen for the Sahel biome (A03),
holding at least six of the eight species that occur in the country
(Table 2). Four sites qualify for the numbers of waterbirds they hold
(Table 1), as does one under criterion A4ii—it is probable that the
breeding colony of Gyps rueppellii in the Arli–W–Singou complex
(IBA BF008) exceeds 1% of the global population of the species.
It should be noted, however, that knowledge of Burkina’s avifauna
remains limited. Some of the information presented here, therefore,
including species inventories and counts of numbers at sites and, in
some cases, delimitation of boundaries, is incomplete or provisional
and requires confirmation. In addition, there are other sites suspected
to be of ornithological importance but for which there is no
information. Two of these are the area between Gayéri and Sébba in
the eastern-central part of the country near the border with Niger,
which constitutes the last area of wilderness of any size in the subSahelian sector of Burkina, and the Bodogo Hills, which rise above
the flood-plain of the Bougouriba river, in a remote area of the southwest. The habitat of these hills is thought to be almost intact, a
consequence of their inaccessibility and the independent conservation
efforts of the local community, including a hunting ban of long
standing. Surveys of these and other sites are in hand or are planned.
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GLOSSARY
ADEFA Association de Développement de l’Élevage de la Faune Africaine.
CNRST Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique et Technologique.
GEPRENAF Gestion Participative des Ressources Naturelles et de la Faune
(Wildlife and Natural Resources Participatory Management).
NATURAMA Fondation des Amis de la Nature.
PNGT Programme National pour la Gestion des Terroirs (National Programme
for Village Territory Management).
PRONAGEN Programme National de Gestion des Ecosystèmes Naturels
(National Programme for the Management of Natural Ecosystems).
tiger bush strips or arcs of vegetation alternating with bare ground in arid areas.

■ SITE ACCOUNTS
Béli river
Admin region Oudalan
Coordinates 14°58’N 00°25’W
Area c.105,000 ha Altitude 250–300 m

BF001
A3 (A03), A4i, A4iii
Partial Wildlife Reserve

■ Site description
The Béli river lies in the extreme north of the country, just south of
the international frontier with Mali. The IBA comprises the length of
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the Béli in Burkina Faso, less the 5 km before the Mali and Niger
boundaries, and including a 5-km-wide zone on each bank, to the north
and south. It flows through an area of flat scrub steppe, interspersed
with ancient sand-dunes covered with short grasses, large eroded flats
and shallow wadis. Draining out of Mali, the seasonal Béli river, over
much of its 140-km-long passage through Burkina, is a shallow drainage
forming clusters of small lakes that progressively dry up after the rains,
and which are bordered in places by dense thickets of Balanites
aegyptiaca. Within 70 km of crossing the border into Niger, it joins the
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Niger river. Thousands of birds and domestic livestock share ponds
during the dry season, when nomads bring their flocks to benefit from
the abundant aquatic vegetation exposed by the shrinking shorelines.
The most important areas for waterbirds are thought to be the clusters
of dry season shallow ponds located about the nomad camps of Tin
Akoff, Fadar Fadar and In Tangoum. Also included are areas of semidesert grasslands away from the river, particularly south-west of Fadar
Fadar, extending south of Forage Christine, which are sufficiently far
from the river that they suffer from less grazing pressure.

■ Birds
See Box and Table 2 for key species. According to local poachers, a few
Struthio camelus can still be found in the area but this needs confirmation.
Balearica pavonina is present. The rarely reported Mirafra cordofanica
has recently been found to occur in the western part of this site.
Key species
A3 (A03) Sahel biome: Five of the eight species of this biome that occur in Burkina
Faso have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A4i
Breeding (pairs)
Non-breeding
Porphyrio porphyrio
—
481
Himantopus himantopus
—
1,741
A4iii
More than 20,000 waterbirds are thought to occur at this site.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Mammals of global conservation concern include Gazella rufifrons
(VU). In addition, sightings of G. dama (EN), G. dorcas (VU) and
Acinonyx jubatus (VU) were reported in the 1980s.

A4i

A4iii

Breeding (pairs)
Non-breeding
Tachybaptus ruficollis
—
c.500
Porphyrio porphyrio
—
647
Himantopus himantopus
—
1,713
More than 20,000 waterbirds have been recorded at this site.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Mammals of global conservation concern include Gazella rufifrons
(VU) and Acinonyx jubatus (VU) (continued occurrence requires
verification).
■ Conservation issues
The area lies within the Réserve Partielle du Sahel and Lake Oursi is a
Ramsar Site, at which hunting has been banned (a ban largely respected
by legal sport hunters) since the 1970s. Currently this IBA, along with
the Béli river (IBA BF001), is the most threatened in the country due to
the increasing human pressures around most of the lakes in the complex.
Activities include vegetable gardening, the harvesting of Nymphaea,
hunting, uncontrolled fishing, cutting of firewood and livestock-grazing.
Additionally, the lack of viable management planning or action in the
field, the shortage of Direction Général des Eaux et Forêts staff (two
only for the whole region) and difficulties in establishing the boundaries
of the conservation area, hinder effective conservation. The government
is, however, establishing a management system for the Lake Oursi area
while the forthcoming PRONAGEN will include the site.
■ Further reading
MEE (1997), Weessie (1996).

■ Conservation issues
The Béli river lies within the Réserve Partielle du Sahel. The drainage
of the Béli is threatened by the movement of sand, exacerbated by
erosion as a result of overgrazing—there have been recent increases
in the numbers of nomads and accompanying livestock using the area.
There has also been a rise in poaching. The site is part of the area
covered by the PRONAGEN programme.
■ Further reading
Fishpool et al. (2000), Weessie (1996).

Lake Oursi–Lake Darkoye
Admin region Oudalan
Coordinates 14°42’N 00°05’W
Area c.45,000 ha
Altitude 250–300 m

BF002
A3 (A03), A4i, A4iii
Partial Wildlife Reserve,
Ramsar Site

■ Site description
This site consists of seven seasonal lakes, the largest of which are Oursi
and Darkoye, in the Réserve Partielle du Sahel, north of the town of
Gorom-Gorom. The westernmost, Tin Edia, is located at the foot of
hills, Oursi, the largest, is at the base of old sand-dunes, while the others,
Darkoye, Kouyéra, Yomboli, Kissi and Bangao, occur in open steppe,
to the west of the town of Markoye. Also included is the habitat between
the lakes which includes sand-dunes (such as at Oursi), semi-desert
grasslands, open eroded shields, drainage lines, inselbergs rising out of
the plains and a series of hills. Depending entirely upon the annual runoff from the rains of July to September, lake levels vary considerably
from year to year. Some lakes are ringed by important stands of trees
such as Acacia albida and Ficus sp. On the seasonal flood-plains there
is a rich plant community, including Aeschynomene lotus and the sedges
and grasses Cyperus alopecuroides, Echinochloa stagnina, E. pyramidalis
and Oryza longistaminata, providing important dry season grazing.
■ Birds
See Box and Table 2 for key species. Large numbers of Palearctic
migrants use the lakes annually. At Oursi and Yomboli, 106 species
of waterbird have so far been recorded (47 Palearctic and
59 Afrotropical). In 1998 counts for Lake Oursi alone totalled 20,000.
The continued presence of Struthio camelus is reported by poachers.
Key species
A3 (A03) Sahel biome: Five of the eight species of this biome that occur in Burkina
Faso have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.

Lake Sourou
Admin region Sourou
Coordinates 12°50’N 03°28’W
Area c.22,000 ha Altitude 252 m

BF003
A4iii
Unprotected

■ Site description
The site is situated in the north-west of country, close to the
international frontier with Mali in the northern Sudan sector, to the
west of the town of Tougan. The Sourou river formerly flowed due
south from Mali to join the Mouhoun river, west of the town of
Sourou, except at the height of the wet season when there was a reverse
flow from the Mouhoun into the Sourou. Since the early 1980s,
however, its 55-km-long passage through Burkina Faso to the
Mouhoun has been permanently flooded by the construction of a dam
close to the confluence of the two rivers. The artificial lake varies from
several hundred metres to 4 km wide and provides a vast area of
shallows covered with perennial grasses such as Echinocloa pyramidalis,
E. stagnina and Vossia cuspidata. The western banks of the lake are
lined with, in effect, one vast Acacia thicket which, with increasing
distance from the lake, merges into northern Sudan savanna in the
south and sub-Sahelian grassland in the north. These areas, stretching
west and north into Mali, are one of few remaining tracts of wilderness
left in Burkina.
■ Birds
See Box for key species. Although there are few data the site is known
to hold what may be the largest concentration of wildfowl (Anatidae)
in Burkina Faso, including large numbers of Plectropterus gambensis,
Sarkidiornis melanotos, Alopochen aegyptiacus, Nettapus auritus,
Dendrocygna bicolor and D. viduata. Palearctic species recorded include
Anas acuta, A. querquedula and A. crecca. It is likely that at least some
of these species will be found to exceed 1% threshold numbers.
Key species
A4iii
More than 20,000 waterbirds are thought to occur at this site.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
A few individuals of most native species of larger mammals are said
to be present, including the occasional Loxodonta africana (EN),
ranging up from protected areas along the Mouhoun river to the south.
In addition, Panthera leo (VU) and most of Burkina’s wild ungulates
still have relict populations in the area. There is a large population of
Hippopotamus amphibius in the lake.
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■ Conservation issues
The area is remote and despite the activities of local poachers is
probably losing wildlife no faster than elsewhere in the country. A
hunting concession for the area was granted in 1991. This worked
well, at least initially, providing some protection for wildlife in the
classified forest along the Mouhoun river to the south. The current
situation is, however, unknown. Modern rice farming and irrigated
agriculture are also being promoted at specific sites along the lake,
mostly in central and northern parts of the eastern side.

Ouagadougou forest

BF004

Admin region Kadiogo
Coordinates 12°22’N 01°30’W
Area c.230 ha Altitude 300 m

A3 (A04)
Classified Forest Reserve

■ Site description
Ouagadougou Forest or the Forêt Classée du Barrage, commonly
known as the Bois de Boulogne, lies to the north-east of the capital
city. It is bounded in the west and north by the Ouagadougou to Kaya
road and is contiguous there with the Ouagadougou No. 3 Barrage
while to the south it is bounded by the Ouagadougou–Niamey road
and is adjacent to the botanic garden of the national research centre
(CNRST). To the east it is bounded by an east-north-easterly flowing
tributary (draining most of the site) of the Massili stream, which itself
flows south-eastwards into the Nakambé river. The site is low-lying
with the central area (c.50 ha) consisting of seasonally open water and
swampy grassland surrounded by Mimosa pigra and Mitragyna inermis
thickets and dense riverine woodland. To the north and south c.120 ha
consists of well-grown native woodland with an abundance of Vitellaria
paradoxa, Balanites aegyptiaca, Combretum micranthum, C.
glutinosum, C. nigricans, Piliostigma reticulatum, Terminalia
avicennioides, Parkia biglobosa, Acacia seyal and A. macrostachya.
Other tree species include Anogeissus leiocarpus, Bombax costatum,
Combretum paniculatum and Pterocarpus erinaceus. The remainder of
the site (c.60 ha) consists of plantations of exotic trees, especially
Azadirachta indica, Eucalyptus spp. and Gmelina arborea, together with
open areas along the eastern border. The site is a virtual oasis being
set in a densely populated countryside where the natural vegetation
has been almost totally eliminated.
■ Birds
See Box and Table 2 for key species. Well over 200 species of birds
have been recorded in the forest and on the adjacent barrages.
Key species
A3 (A04) Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome: 17 of the 32 species of this biome that occur
in Burkina Faso have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
None known to BirdLife International.
■ Conservation issues
The site is currently the object of considerable effort by the government
to establish it as a recreational nature centre. The significance of the
site is augmented by the presence of several other locally important
ones including three dams in Ouagadougou and others in the nearby
towns of Pabré, Gonsé, Koubri and Loumbila. The adjacent botanic
garden extends the habitat and protection from human disturbance,
harbouring local bird species of dry woodland.
■ Further reading
Thonnerieux et al. (1989).

Mare aux Hippopotames
Admin region Houet
Coordinates 1°33’N 04°09’W
Area c.19,200 ha
Altitude 296 m

BF005
A3 (A04)
Biosphere Reserve,
Ramsar Site (Unprotected)

■ Site description
The site is located about 50 km north of the city of Bobo-Dioulasso
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in the upper Mouhoun valley. The Mare aux Hippopotames is, in the
rainy season, a 600 ha lake within a classified forest. At the end of the
dry season the lake is reduced to about 120 ha and is covered with
dense aquatic vegetation, while the exposed flood-plain supplies fodder
for the lake’s hippopotamus herd. A further 864 ha of flood-plain
occur along other lines of drainage. The remainder of the reserve
comprises some 1,756 ha of gallery forest and 11,000 ha of savanna
woodland.

■ Birds
See Box and Table 2 for key species. Although, to date, 243 species
have been recorded at the site, including many waterbird species, more
surveys are required, particularly of the gallery forest and woodlands.
Several species little recorded elsewhere in Burkina occur, including
Microparra capensis, Treron australis and Apaloderma narina.
Key species
A3 (A04) Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome: Eight of the 32 species of this biome that
occur in Burkina Faso have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
In addition to Hippopotamus amphibius, Loxodonta africana (EN)
occur seasonally at the site and in the nearby Maro Classified Forest.
Cephalophus rufilatus (LR/cd), uncommon in Burkina, is present.
■ Conservation issues
The site was declared a Biosphere Reserve in 1977 and a Ramsar Site
in 1990. Human pressure is intensifying about the site and, up until
the early 1990s, illegal cutting of wood, grazing and poaching had a
serious impact. Currently, the site is part of the Programme for Village
Territory Management (PNGT) and, as such, is the subject of studies
and dialogue with the surrounding communities seeking to establish
rational resource management.
■ Further reading
Bayala (1998), MET (1989).

Kaboré Tambi–Nazinga–Sissili complex

BF006

Admin region Zoundwéogo, Nahouri, Sissili
Coordinates 11°27’N 01°25’W
A3 (A04)
Area c.336,500 ha
National Park, Game Ranch,
Altitude 260 m
Hunting Concession

■ Site description
The near-contiguous areas of the Parc National Kaboré Tambi
(PNKT) (155,500 ha), the Nazinga Game Ranch (94,000 ha), the Sissili
Hunting Concession (32,700 ha) and the village hunting zones
surrounding Nazinga and Sissili (54,300 ha) form a complex of reserves
located about 100–130 km south of Ouagadougou, near and, at one
point, along the international border with Ghana. The PNKT is
composed of an extended stretch of the valley of the south-easterly
flowing Nazinon river (formerly the Red Volta). The park is crossed
by the main road from Ouagadougou to Bolgatanga in northern
Ghana. Nazinga lies a little to the south-west and, along the line of
the Sissili river, which runs largely parallel to the Nazinon, is
contiguous with the Sissili Hunting Concession. Between Nazinga and
PNKT lies an area of village hunting zones. There remains, however,
a 5-km gap (which is included in the IBA) between the hunting zones
and the park; efforts are being made to establish a corridor. The
vegetation of the northern part of the PNKT is that of the northern
Sudan savanna, while that of the remainder is typical southern Sudan/
northern Guinea savanna of the Mouhoun sector and includes shrub
savanna, tree-savanna and gallery forests. The topography is varied
with granite outcrops, lateritic plateaus and several isolated tall hills.
■ Birds
See Box and Table 2 for key species. To date, 122 species have been
identified in the PNKT while the total for Nazinga is 321, which
includes seven species of stork and 43 raptor species.
Key species
A3 (A04) Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome: 24 of the 32 species of this biome that occur
in Burkina Faso have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
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■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
In addition to about 15,000 large wild ungulates of 11 common
species, at least 500 Loxodonta africana (EN) occur, as does Panthera
leo (VU).
■ Conservation issues
The PNKT was established in 1976 and is named after a game ranger
who was killed there in 1991. Management of all but the northern
portion of the park is leased to the national NGO NATURAMA.
Nazinga Game Ranch was started in the early 1970s by a Canadian
NGO (ADEFA). It is currently managed by the Direction de la Faune
et des Chasses with some support from the United Nations
Development Programme. Sissili Classified Forest was established in
1955 and was leased to a hunting concessionaire in 1996. Village
hunting zones around Nazinga and Sissili provide buffer zones around
the production areas and help incorporate the surrounding
communities in the management of the ecosystem. Wildlife densities
in Nazinga are generally the highest for Burkina. Although
management of the Sissili Hunting Concession only started in 1994,
wildlife populations are quickly rebuilding (in large part due to
movement from Nazinga), thanks to energetic protection, led by
former poachers. The imminent expulsion of pastoralists from the
western half of the Sissili is expected to improve conditions. It is
important for the large mammal populations that a corridor between
the PNKT and Nazinga is established quickly.
■ Further reading
Christenson and Forcier (1975), Knowles et al. (1990), Walsh (1998), Weessie
and Belemsobgo (1997).

Lake Kompienga
Admin region Kompienga
Coordinates 11°08’N 00°37’E
Area c.48,000 ha Altitude 149–180 m

BF007
A3 (A04), A4iii
Unprotected

■ Site description
Located in the south-west of the country close to the international
border with Togo, the hydroelectric dam at Kompienga, built in the
1980s, is one of the largest in the country, with a capacity of
2,000,000 m3 of water. The sites includes the lake and a 5-km strip of
surrounding savanna, the vegetation of which is typical of the
Pendjari–Mékrou sector of the southern Sudan savanna while, in
places close to the lake shore, the shrub- and tree-savanna is now
developing into gallery forest.
■ Birds
See Box and Table 2 for key species. There is, as yet, little
ornithological information available; it is, however, thought more than
20,000 waterbirds regularly occur, amongst which Phalacrocorax
africanus, Egretta garzetta and Bubulcus ibis are common.
Key species
A3 (A04) Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome: 11 of the 32 species of this biome that occur
in Burkina Faso have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A4iii
More than 20,000 waterbirds are thought to occur at this site.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
There is little information but it is known that Loxodonta africana
(EN) and the occasional Damaliscus lunatus korrigum (LR/cd) come
to the lake during the dry season.
■ Conservation issues
Livestock and cultivation are quickly building up around the
periphery of the lake. A large number of local fishermen have been
joined by migrants from Mali, Niger, Togo and Benin. Although a
management plan was drafted prior to the construction of the dam,
until recently little effort had been made to implement it. Government
has now begun to take action but much still needs to be done to
regulate wood-cutting, fishing and hunting. A sport-fishing camp
has been built on the edge of the lake from which the hunting of
gamebirds is also based. A corridor needs to be established to link the
eastern lake shore with the Arli–W–Singou complex (IBA BF008),
nearby to the east.

Arli–W–Singou complex

BF008

Admin region Tapoa
Coordinates 11°33’N 01°27’E
A3 (A04), A4ii
Area c.923,000 ha
National Parks, Game Ranches,
Altitude 176–208 m
Classified Forests, Hunting Concessions,
Village Hunting Zones, Ramsar Site

■ Site description
This large complex of contiguous conservation areas is located in the
south-east of the country, to the east of Lake Kompienga (IBA BF007)
and adjacent to the international frontiers with Togo, Benin and Niger.
The core of the area is formed by the W National Park (235,000 ha)
furthest east, against the joint frontier with Niger and Benin, Arli
National Park (76,000 ha) to the south-west, along the border with
Benin, and Singou Game Ranch (192,800 ha), immediately north-west
of Arli. These are surrounded by classified forests and non-classified
lands forming 10 hunting concessions and many adjacent village hunting
zones. These different blocks constitute the largest remaining wilderness
area in Burkina. In addition, they form part of transboundary reserves
in Benin and Niger, thus doubling the size of the area. These include
the IBAs of W National Park in Niger (NE001) and, in Benin, W du
Bénin National Park (BJ001) and Pendjari National Park (BJ002).
A major feature of the area is an extensive network of rivers, drainage
lines and flood-plains. Although the Pendjari river, which forms the
southern boundary of Arli and the frontier with Benin, is usually
permanent, many of the smaller rivers and ponds dry completely by the
end of the dry season. The non-inundated areas are covered in a shruband tree-savanna, with extensive stands of Isoberlinia doka. The open,
seasonally inundated plains are dotted with ponds ringed with Mitragyna
inermis while larger drainage lines are lined in places by gallery forest.
Many scattered baobab Adansonia digitata trees occur, marking the
sites of old villages. There is an area of dramatic cliffs, the Falaise de
Gobnangou, which extends for 50 km from the south-west to the northeast through the park, and also a number of isolated inselbergs.
■ Birds
See Box and Table 2 for key species. During the 1970s Falco naumanni
was frequent; its current status is unknown. The site contains the last
significant populations in Burkina Faso of species such as
Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis, Leptoptilos crumeniferus and Balearica
pavonina. The Falaise de Gobnangou, together with the adjacent Pagou
peak and the cliffs near Tanbarga, holds the only breeding colony in of
Gyps rueppellii in Burkina Faso. Although there are no quantitative
data, it is thought numbers exceed the 1% threshold for the species. It is
also possible that more than 20,000 waterbirds occur but there are no
counts.
Key species
A3 (A04) Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome: 21 of the 32 species of this biome that occur
in Burkina Faso have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A4ii
Breeding (pairs)
Non-breeding
Gyps rueppellii
110+?
—

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Numbers of the ungulate Damaliscus lunatus korrigum (LR/cd) in this
complex of reserves represent possibly the last remaining viable
population in the region; it is certainly the only one left in Burkina.
The same is true for the mammals Acinonyx jubatus (VU) and, perhaps,
for Lycaon pictus (EN); counts suggest that numbers of Loxodonta
africana (EN) are increasing.
■ Conservation issues
Arli and W National Parks were first classified in 1954; Singou Game
Ranch was gazetted as a total faunal reserve in 1955 and became a
game ranch concession in 1996. W National Park was declared a Ramsar
Site in 1990. Nomadic pastoralists from Mali and Niger have been
increasingly invading the area and a cattle route to Togo is now
established through the centre of the complex. This route is not well
supervised and is often accompanied by excursions into the heart of
wildlife areas and the cutting of browse for livestock. It is expected that
subsistence poaching will decrease once community programmes, which
are in preparation, become operational. Recent decreases in annual
rainfall have resulted in significant die-offs of large mammals, as hitherto
permanent ponds have dried up. Hunting concessionaires have recently

123

Important Bird Areas in Africa and associated islands – Burkina Faso
begun to recognize the need for adequate water provision in the hunting
areas as well as year-round protection and appropriate fire management,
to ensure that commercial exploitation remains viable. Several
conservation and biodiversity support programmes are planned.

Diéfoula–Logoniégué forest
Admin region Comoé
Coordinates 09°45’N 04°42’W
Area c.114,000 ha Altitude 219–450 m

BF010
A3 (A04)
Classified Forests

■ Further reading
Coulibally et al. (1995), Forcier and Hudson (1976), Green (1977), Green and
Sayer (1979), Jameson and Crisler (1996), Lungren (1997), Thonnerieux (1985),
Walsh (1989, 1991).

Bérégadougou hill
Admin region Comoé
Coordinates 10°45’N 04°43’W
Area c.15,000 ha Altitude 350–680 m

BF009
A3 (A04)
Classified Forest

■ Site description
Situated in south-west Burkina, to the north of the town of Banfora,
Bérégadougou hill covers approximately 15,000 ha, of which 5,000 ha is
a forest reserve. The hill is actually a chain of hills and peaks formed of
weathered sedimentary rocks that reach an altitude of 680 m, rising
about 350 m above the valley of the Comoé to the east. The area is the
source of several of the country’s largest rivers including the Comoé and
the Mouhoun. Vegetation along the flanks of the hill is more or less
dense, dominated by Combretum velutinum, Swartzia madagascariensis,
Hymenocardia acida, Afrormosia (Pericopsis) laxiflora, Burkea africana,
Combretum nigricans, Parinari curatellifolia, P. polyandra, Cassia
sieberiana and Terminalia sp. Cola cordifolia is numerous and, in places,
forms dense groves. Annual rainfall is between 1,000 and 1,100 mm.
■ Birds
See Box and Table 2 for key species. As yet the site is little studied; it is
likely that more species of the Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome will be
found to occur. There is a nesting colony of Ardea melanocephala and
Egretta alba in the centre of the nearby village of Bérégadougou.
Key species
A3 (A04) Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome: 16 of the 32 species of this biome that occur
in Burkina Faso have been recorded from, or in the immediate vicinity of,
this site; see Table 2.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
None known to BirdLife International.
■ Conservation issues
Bérégadougou Classified Forest was gazetted in 1953 and the site
generally remains in good condition. There has, however, been some
illegal cultivation for at least 20 years. The classification status of the
site permits certain uses by local communities, including the collection
of dead wood, fruits, medicinal plants and bamboo, the grazing of
livestock, the hunting of nuisance animals (Crocuta crocuta and Papio
anubis), sap collection from Borassus palms and the cultivation of rice
along inundated drainage lines.

■ Site description
Diéfoula and Logoniégué are contiguous Classified Forests situated in
the south-west of Burkina, along the border with Côte d’Ivoire. The
southerly flowing Comoé river separates Diéfoula, to the west, from
Logoniégué, until its confluence with the Léraba river, where it turns
south-east to mark the southern edge of Logoniégué and become the
international frontier. The Léraba river forms the southern boundary
of Diéfoula and also marks the international frontier. Except for a
number of sedimentary plateaus, which rise above the surrounding plain,
the terrain slopes gently southwards from a maximum altitude of about
450 m. In places, erosion gullies have formed at the bottom slopes. The
main drainage channels are shallow, gently sloping and form open floodplains as they approach the rivers. The vegetation is characterized by
semi-deciduous gallery forests up to 30–40 m high, dry forests of 15–
20 m and open, park-like savanna woodlands. The dominant tree species
are Daniellia olivieri, Isoberlinia doka, Pterocarpus erinaceus and Khaya
senegalensis. The site is the amongst the wettest in Burkina, with an
annual average rainfall of c.1,300 mm. The site lies a little to the northwest of Comoé National Park in Côte d’Ivoire (IBA CI001).
■ Birds
See Box and Table 2 for key species. The avifauna is, as yet, poorly
known and it is likely that more species characteristic of the Sudan–
Guinea Savanna biome will be found to occur. Among those that have
been recorded is Apaloderma narina.
Key species
A3 (A04) Sudan–Guinea Savanna biome: 11 of the 32 species of this biome that occur
in Burkina Faso have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Mammals of global conservation concern include Colobus polykomos
(LR/nt), Loxodonta africana (EN) and Cephalopus sylvicultor (LR/
nt). This is the only locality in Burkina from which the colobus and
the duiker are known.
■ Conservation issues
Diéfoula and Logoniégué are Classified Forests. Some 16,000 people
live in the communities surrounding the site (annual increase 2%).
Although this represents densities of below 15 people/km², the shifting
cash-crop agriculture (based on cotton and yams) that started in the
mid-1980s is causing rapid deforestation in the area. New fields are
required every two or three years, which results in extensive land
clearance, infringement of classified zones, reduction of arable land and
exacerbation of land-ownership issues. Agricultural practices need to
be modified to avoid irreversible degradation of the site. Effective
management may be expected to begin imminently with the
commencement of the GEPRENAF project.
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